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Here is nothing ( Pious Reader ) wherein ** E 
A aChriſtian can receiue a greater dam- 
mage in orderto Saluation,then to be any way 
informed bt prejudiced concerning Prayer: 


_ 


and too. much pains cannot be taken in en- 
deavourin  bioly all doubts and ſcruples 
raiſed on this fubje&. I have therfore thoughe 
fic to.enlarge miyſclfinthis enſuing diſcourſe, 
not only in diſcufing pundually page by 
page that part'of DoHour  Stillang fleers lare 
Book rhat handles this 'matver , bur aHo. in if 
premifing- (for the Readers benefit) a more | 
Generall Account of the' Charch's Dofirine and 
Prathice herein; as being the moſt fundamen=- 
rall part ofa Chriſtians Daty, and wherein 
Man, whil't here on earth. , entertains 2 
nearer converſation with Heaven ;as alfo the 
inftrument, by which he derives from thence 
all. other *Gr«ces and Bleſfengs , Spirityall'or 
Tempotall, FE. SE. 
And here F may firſt fay this, in my enrrance + 
vpon this 'rask; that there is no part of Re. 
ligion, wherein the Reman Carbolick Church 
might think herſelf more fecure from blame 
and cenſure z and wherein her extraordinary 
care and prudence'for the right Guidance of 
her children in this Holy exerciſe ( as appears 
by che grearſtore of writings vpon this ſyb- 
jet) doth more deſerue praiſe euen from her 
| Adverfaties; all Se&s borrowing from Her, 
\Rwules and Patterns far Prayer and Meditarion 3 
| A 1} as 


OO OI ni Ir w_— Show” _ 


— 
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as the Catholick Books on this iubject tran - 
flared and rendred 'common among, them do 
abundantly wirness. For, from whom can 
they learn rheie ſo well, as from thole, who 
moſt pradtiſc Prayer } and wha are; they, bur 
thoſe who alſo ys {otirude and. Reticement, 
and a ſequeſtration, of rhemlelues from all 
unneceſlary (ſecular affaires , to attend. altoge- 
ther on this Huly exercice , who tenounce 
all worldly wealth,, and prevent the trouble 
of a, conjugal life, of children, family , and 
the like, and (o both the cares of this world, 
and the neceſlary cauſes thereof, that ſo they 
may caimely and quietly entertain a cloſer 
communication with God, and: have their 
converſation in Heaven, whillt here on Earth; 
Or to vic the Apoſtles language, 1, Cor, 7. 


that (o they may gue themſelves ro Faſting, and | 


Prayer, VEL. 5, may be without ſolicitude ver. 32. 
May take care only. for the things of the Lord , how 
they may pleaſe the Lord, Ib. and that they may. 


attend. upon him without diftira@ion vere 35. 
Which they doing, I hope ir may ſeery na 


« __ —.. —-agt _ 


- .. Wonder, if God alto vfe a greater familiarity | 
towards them , delight ro-be with them ; he 


$. Ul, 


and thoſe of his Court ; and ſhey them grea- 
ter Kindnes , who love him more ( or 
nothing burhim:) and whom alſo he loves 
more.: who is no. mans debter in love; and 
who alſo loveth., firſt, otherwiſe they could 
not love him atall ;& magit amat, ex ante. 

_ To begin then firſt ( by the aſſiſtance and 
inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, without which 
we can do nothing) witha more generall ex- 

plication 


Ct co mewn _ de ID 


_—  — —_— 
CT 
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P plicktidh of this marrer,to render the follow- 
o 10g Anumaduerſions. on the Dofteurs book 
n more iatelligible, 

c 


T» "A | = bo thoſe ſupernatural, and extra- 


ordinary Graces and Favours that arc 


ll vrgd againſt this Church as meer Fanaric'/m: 

b *Namely Vilions , Revelations , Predi- 

'© * tions of things tro come , Knowledge of 

e *things done in Abſence, Knowledge of 

d * other mens thoughts, {cience infuſed , Hea- 

l, * ring interiour Words ſpoken in the Soul, 

y ©*;nteriour apparitions of Sanes,and Angels, + gee $, 
'C and our Lord, (Suchas happened * ro FS. Paul, Auſtin. De 
rc | in the Temple; Ar Corrnth ; when he ſuffered Ct. Dei, 
+ {hipwrak ;to Ananias, to Philip, to Cornelius, 8 = ara 
's | and others) Extaſies, Rapts , an extraordinary ;, Frech. ; 
4d | * ſenſe of the Drvine preſence inthe moſt inte. Hom. 2. 

.. | <riour parrot the Soul, or Spirit, ſuſpenſion FS EEO 
v | * of the ſenſes, and of the Diſcurſive opera-g,,, ,_ 
y. | tions of the interwour Faculties , called by the 23. 9.10. 
r: | Fathers Contemplatio ; Traniformario ; wine, Det 3: 26. 10, 
a' | ſenſus, guſtus, tafius ; Amplexw, Oſculum ; m- 3 

y | greſſuim. Divinam Caliginen ; introdutti in Des 

c cellaria, in cubiculum ; raptus , ments exceſs 5 


- and the like: Thele, I ſay, and much more 
that might be named , and much more then 
can be very intelligibly expreſſed tothe vnex- 
perienced , are willingly confeſſed not un- 
frequently ro have hapned to Men of a more 
holy and innocent life , and Perſons eſpe- 
{ | cially much addicted to Solrrude, and Prayer, 
1 Within the Communion of the Catholick 
1 


os bis (2 3 
Ee EE 


Church in all Agec, The Eccleftaſticall Hi- 
ſtories 


s "Th tonimObnds 


ſtories arefull of them,noronly che Modeing 
bur thaſe of the more ancient and Primitive, 


times. | | 
$.1V. Whereof he who doubts may read the res 
-* lation S. Doopyſoms i Areopare* makes of S: Cori 
arr pus : The life of $, Anrony, written by S. A- 


*confe/7. 1, Cauſe bf, the:conyerhon of S. Auſtin : * the 


8. c.6, life of $-f4#l the Hermgzre , Hilarion , Malcbus, 


and others, writcen by-$S. Hierem ; ro which 
may be added'irhe ſtrange. relation he makes 


of what:haphed to-himfelf, in his Epiſtle tg | 


._.- . Eifhochiwin;* The lives of the Syrian and Egy- 
*Epiſt. 22, prian Monks ; and Hernites living in perpetual 
iii Te retired ſalitgde, and Prayer, related by Thee- 
Religioſs. dorer, ®.Cafcran * and Pallgdins :* The life of $; 
* ollationes Gregory Thatmaturguw , { andin it the famous 
* Hiſtoria vition he had of the Bleſſed Virgin, and $: lohw 
Taujaca. the Evangeliſt,) The lite of S, Theodorys , and 
Ak 'S, Ephrems, written by $. Gregory Nyſſen : The 

_ life of $. Ambraſe by Panlinws ; and what S. 
Au(in,(aith of him, in his Confeſttons L. 9.67% 
and De Cnra pro-morium Cap. 17. as alla of John 
the Egyprian Monk Ibid: and de Civir, Det; |. 
F-C: 26... The life of S. Martin by Severus Sul- 
pretins, who lived with him, and of a noble 
Roman became a Monaſtick: Of ſeveral Sts. and 
Martyrs by S. Gregory Turonenſis : of $. Benedift 
by S. Gregory : of our Englich Saints by S. Bede; 
not long after rhe generall canverſion of 
England, nor before his own times : Of S. 


Malachias by $ Bernard, his intimate acquain- 


rance:and again of S. Bernard,by ſome Abbors,- 


his familiar Friends : of S, Francs by S. Bona- 
Venture 


thanafogr, the-reading of which was. partly a 


ls... tos. A I 


| 
( 
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- oY X_ 
: We 


Devonons Uindicartd. - 
ventare, who lived immediatly after his times 
E deſcend no further to later times , becauſe, 
poſfibly , they may have with Proteſtants lefle 
cre:dir, | 

Thefe are the lives of ſuch as were univer- 
ſally reputed $47nrs ii the-Church of God rill 
the late Reformation; Written alſo by $4:nzs, 
or Perſons of an vablemiſhed credit ; many 
of them Contemporary,or alfo acquaintance: 
and, ſo, who' mighr better know the truth 
of what they write, Now in theſe lives may be 
found frequent mention of Yiffons, Revele- 
#30ns , Rapts, and the other forenamed-extra- 
ordinary Divine Graces and Favours : and all 
theſe ſtories very conſonant one to another : 
Such as the latter rimes relate,and ſuch as are 
now ſtill pretended , Such do the former : 
and all much agreeing with thoſe mentioned 
in the Holy Scripture; and this uniforme Ex- 
perience of the operations of the Holy Spirit 
grounding an #nzform Doftrine of the Myſtical 
Divines. And the ſame matter of Sport or 
derifion,this Aurhour finds in S. Eregory's ſtory 
of S. Benedi&, or in S Bonaventure's of S. 
Francis, the ſame he may in all rhe reſt, if he 
wil take the pains to bring them allo vpon 
the ſtage, and dares continue his play with 
ſuch Holy-things , expoſcd to the Atheiſtical, 
and Profane. He thar will ſay , all theſe Re- 


| lations are feigned by the Hiſtorians (I ſay 


All;for if ſome of them only be truc,ir ſerves 
our purpole , by theſe to. juſtify the like ) 
againſt the Faith of .Church Hiſtory,and Tra- 
dicion , and the eminent Sanity alſo of the 
Relarers 


y- Vi 


—— 
Ladd Math. Matias ond CCS 
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Relaters , may procced,for any thing Iknow; 
a licle further; and {ay , that Chrifzaniry ( des 
pending alſo 08 Tragzten.) is ſo z and heqwhoy 
granting them not forged, yer calls them. Z»- 
thufiaſmes, or frauds, and deluſions of the evil 
$pirit, muſt wake che Holieft lives: that have 


appearcd inGodsChurchtobave bin the grea« 


reſt impoſtures;and theſe deceits alſo to have 
bin ſeconded. with the Gift of Prophecy , and 
Miracles ; which , in like manner ; occurt in 
the ſame ftoties ; and theſe latrer ſerve to jule 
tify. the farmer. . bao 
Meanwhile, becauſe Dens non. facit taliren 
0999114 naryont, and mirabilia fue nov ___ 
other 


| alls, theſe are brcome a wonder to 


Sets, who, from altogether wanting them, 
firſtdiſbelieye them ;aod, from this, proceed 
to deſpiling them 5 and now at laſt, ic ſeems, 
to reproaching them, (according to thoſe Jude 
10. Ouzcunque quidem 1gnorant , blaſphemant » 
and reducing them to Fenersciſme, as if, after 
themſelues have bin ſo much moleſted wich 
it , it were ſome conſolation to them , that 
their Neighbours had a thare , or, that, being 
deeply ovyer-run with this yellow jaundiſe, 
they can now (cc, abroad , no: other colour. 
But, the application they have made of this 
name, here, to the Catholicks is ſomwhar 
like an ill (ort.of Argument, that, by proving 
roo much { thar is, alt; Antiquity Fanarick 
ro0 ) —_ nothing; - Nay rendersche impu- 


ter of it a Fanatick ; if a Private Spirit , op- 


poſing the Publick one of the Church of all 
Ages lince the Apoſtles., may be called fo. 
But 


4 , - - _ 
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But with whatever terms of reproach thele 
Divine Favours ace blaſphemed by Strangers 
to them, it hath pleaſed his Divine Majeſty 
in all times ro honour hisChurch with them; 
and to convert many to the Chriſtian Faith 
by chem 3 and ſhe muſt with all gratitude pro- 
fess them ; and particularly, rhac not withour 
theſe Divene Inſpirations, though allo more 
principally upon the Evangelical Caunſels de- 
livered by our Lord, and his. Apoſtles, as alſo 
the precedent Examples of Scripture-Saints, 


all che Ocders of &-l:gion in any Age , that are 


eretted in, and allowed by, the Church,have 
bin founded. 

A ſpeciall Means *lfo for obtaining ſuch (pi- 
rituall and extraordinary Favours trom God 
( the effets of which are admirable as ro ad- 
vancing a ſoul in all Chriſtian Perfe&tion and 
vertues, whether reſpeAting Gods (ervice,our 


own, or our neighbours, good) is affi medro 


be ( beſ1des a warchfull guard forkceping the 
Conſcience clean, as much as may be, not 
only from Motrrall, but alfo venial fin) much 
frequent and continued Yocal , or Mental 
Prayer, much Solitude and Morrifications of our 
fleſh, and Abſtraction of our thoughts and 
aff:Qtions from any creature , much Recol- 


lefion and withdrawing from abroad into our 


$. VII, 


ſelves, accedentes ad cor al;um, and querentes Pſal. 63. 8. 
regnum Dez mmtra nos , much Meditation on Luk.17.21 


ſuch ſelefted ſubjes, as may rather enffa;ne 
our affe&tions, then increaſe our Science;and 
when once we find theſe enkindled , the 
endeavouring a 2ueſcence, as much as we can 

B from 


2. 
$, VIII. 
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from former Diſcourſe ( theſe aftions of the 
Brain, and Intelle&, now hindring the Heart 
and Wil, ) and the bringing ourſelves rather 
ro a ſimple Contemplation, to exerciſe afts of 
Tove, adhere ro, (ighafrer, and entertain the 
Divine Obje& thereof. And here, if his Di- 
vine Majeſty pleaſe to advance us any higher, 
to ſuch Ynons , with him, as are not in our 
power , and wherein we receive rather, then 
at, and he operates in vs rather , then we 
our-ſelves , we embrace them with all humi- 
lity,and gratitude; if otherwiſe we acquieſce 
in our beſt endeavours , and longing after 
him with patience ; though cnablcd alſo to 
theſe 62-72. his Grace, This our Spirituall 
and Myſtical Maſters teach vs ; and this,after 
this way , which theſe men ſtile Fanarrcrſme, 
and Enthuſiaſme , We endeavour to procure 
a more ſtrict acquaintance,and converſe with 


God, and herein to follow the cxample of 


our Fore -fathers. 


T is alſo freely confeſſed that many of 
I thoſe Supernatural Communications of his 
Divine Majeſty to ſome of his choiceſt ſecr- 
vants in Prayer are ſ{o ſublime and high, as 
that they are deſcribed by them , not withour 
oreat difficulty , and un uſnall expreſſions 
(ſome of which this Author hath glcan'd up, 
and pur' ſome-what vntowardly togeather, 
but ſo, as they beſt made for his purpoſe ;) 


expreſſions not ſo wel vndcrſtood bur only 


by Such as have experienced ſuch favours; 


which alſo happen to be very few. #1 fpurt- 


rituals 


ſermonibus aperirs , laith $. Gregory 4d of the 
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eualis eſt ( {aith S. Bernard in relating his own 
experience herein,, of which more anon ) 

© a non me deſpicret : qui minus,non me imncelliger._ 1. ——_ 
* And, to Pope Eugenius:Þ Queris , ©uomods ? tica Serm. 
© 6 Santtus es, noſtt ; ſi non er,eſto 5 &* rus expert- 73. 

© ments Scies. And in ſcala Clauſtrati. c [nexperti b De Con- 
© talia non mmtellgunt , miſs ea expreſiius le- — Sar 
* gant mn libro Experientia quos ipſa docet ths 


* un(tio.,-- Quod nec abſendi. poteſk , nec 
d De Mo- 


ſame Grace, And S. Auſtin. e Pulchritudinis 24. |. 


equs contemplatione beariſiims , que , niſi Sanfto- © De Mo- 
rum intellefts, percips non peteſt, Yet not with» ribus Ec- 
ſtanding this, the perſons who have received flcl: c- 31, 
ſuch heavenly Carcſles have bin induced, as 

Wel as they could, to declare them ro others, 
(rhough with much reluQtance of their hu- 
mulity ) upon a triple account. 1. Either in- 

duced to diſcover them in Confeſſion , out of 

feare of ſome deluſion in ſuch extraordinary 
elevations (as is well known in the long 

triall of that great $4zne of God,Tereſs, whoſe 

praiſes ace {pred through the whole Church 
Catholick) (0 to be aſliſted with the Direion 

of their Supcriors. Or. z. ( after they 

were confirmed, that theſe were from God 

by many moſt vnqueſtionable notes thereot ) 
declaring theſe, and the noble effeds of rhem 

for the grear advancement in us of all 
Chriſtian vertues , our of their great ardour 

of Charity, to excite many others to rhe like 
aſiduity of Prayer , Solitude , Recolleflion » GE 

by which means themſelves arcained them ; 


yer ſo, as not, for this, to omitr any duty to 
B 2 others, 


$. IX. 
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others, to which cither Obedience or Charity 
obligeth them. Or, z.- publiſhing chem 
alſo tor the inſtruction of their Scholars,how 
they are to behave themſelves with moſt 


profit and advantage, when they ſhould hap- 


pen to arrive ro the receiving of the like ; 
wherein at the firſk Novices are wont to be 
troubled with many fears, ſcruples , and jea- 
lJoulies. Such extraordinary and Supernatural 
Illuminations, Inſpirations &c. we then 
muſt acknowledge not  unfrequent in the 
Catholick Church. They occurr every where 
in the Eccleſiafticall Records of latter and 
former times z and tis-to0 late now generally 


to cry them down.. And theſe we find alſo 
ordinarily not conferred , fave on ſuch per- 
ſons,as are alſo regiſtred there to have bin ve- 


ry emineat for theSanGEity of their lives;and 


among other vertues much addicted to Prayer 


Solitude, and Conremplarien ;-and laſtly a many 
of them Such; as we (ee, before Proteſtancy 
was borne, ſet down in the Churches Ka- 
lendar, for Saints ; So that if theſe things 
mult be tiled Fanariciſmre , we find, thar the 


' holier the Perſons, the-greater Fanaticks. 


3. We earneſtly contend , therefore , 

that all pretence whatſoever of ſuch 
high, and Supernaturall elevations cannot 
be juſtly charged as Enthuſiaſme , or Fanar- 


6iſme ; that is , as proceeding either from the 
ſuggeſtions of theevill, or of our own,Spirir, 
- or allo as feigned only , when indeed we 
' have none ſuch : Such a generall charge I ſay 


Cannor 
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cannot be made without much remeriry , and 
I am afraid, without blaſpheming the Holy 
Ghoſt, (a crime, we know , of whar weight;) 
eſpecially / when ſuch a Cenlure proceeds 
point blank againſt the judgmenr of che 
Church ,to whom the publick diſcerning of 
Spirits is committed, | 

For, thus, tor exatnple, S Paul , if his 
Apoſtle-ship did nor priviledge him, muſt have 
bin declared clearly. u Fanarich,wheh he ſaith, 


that the Goſpel, which others learnt from the Gal. 1. 12. 


inſtruction of the Apoſtles, he received from 
our Lord meerly by Revelation 3 and again 
Gal. 2. 2. that he went vp to Ieruſalem,, ar 
ſuch a time, by Revelation, and when , in his 
ſpeech to the Ilews At. 22. he pretended a 
viſion he had as he was praying in the Tem- 
ple, and elſewhere frequent and long Collo- 
<quies with our Lord ( ſee Adt. 22.17. &Cc. 
26, bg. 16.17:;-- 2, Cor, 12, 19.). and, when 
weare cold ſo:often of the Holy Spirit ſpea- 


king to him, and others. * { doubtless by, a ,,. 
-ſome interiour voice, or other. ſignification rg, 20. 
clearly diſcerned by them ro. be from God: ) AR 15. 6. 
vvhen again he relates his Rpt, his aliena. 7 9: 20: 
tion from his S:-nſes ; and, vncertain whe: An. 
ther, from his Body ; and his hearing inefi ,,. 
ble words. And the (ſtrange joy and tranſport Tim. 1.18, 
of mind he received from theſe things was 4 14+ 


ſo great and extraordinary , as that ir ſeems ir 
vvas neceſlary. to be allayed and qualifed 


. with ſome counter griets,l ſay how could he 


eſcape the imputation of a Fanatich , On theic 
rerms, but chat he was an Apoſtle 2 
In 


$. X. 
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In the oldTeſtamenralſo the ſons of the Pro« 


phers, and other Saints muſt have incurred 


the ſame cenſure, in whom may be obſerved 
many Supernaturall and wonderfull opera- 
tions of the ſame Holy Spirit, whereby they 
were pur at certain times into ſuddain Exta- 
ſies, and Raprures, into ſtrange,and unuſvall 
aQtions, and agirations of their Bodyes ( for 
which to avoid tediouſness , I deſire the 
curious. Reader to view. 2. Sam. 6. 14. Pl. 
26, 6.-=-.2, King. 4. 35.- 2.16. compared with. 
Act. $.39.and1.Kings. 18.1z.- Ezech, 3.12.14. 
2. King.'9. ©.--1. Kings:20, 35.) ſo violenc, 
thar Saul ( when ia their ſociety .poſlelſed 
with the {ame ) is faid ro have ſtripr of his 
clothes ( that is, his ypper garments) and to 
have lien down all night vaclothed, being 
wearied with rhoſe ſtrange motions. They 
in theſcRaptures not only tore-relling things 
to come. (2. King. 2. 3.5.) bur conceiving,, 
and on a ſudden ( after an unuſ(vall manner) 
dictating Plalms, Songs, Praiſes of God, or 
explication of ſome Myſtery, or former Pra- 
pheſy, like thoſe vnder the Goſpel. 1. Cor. 
14+. 6, See. 1. Same18. 10.- 1. King. 18. 29.- x. 
Chron. 25.3. compared with, :. Cor. 1t. 5. 
And this Spare then, as now, did more ordi- 
narily thus inſpire perſons prepared by Stu- 
dies, and exerciſes of Devorion in Schools, 
and Solirudes for this purpoſe. Amongſt 
which means one was calming or charming, 
and abſtrating the Mind by Mulick 1. Sam. 
10. 5.-- 16, 16.-- Plal. 43. 4.-- 2. King. z. 15. 


and we know, waat vic, herein, the Holy 
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Prophet David made of his Harp. And, in 
thele ſtrange accidents , there wanted nor 
thoſe then , who cſteemed, and called chem 
no betrer then Madmen. 2. King. 9, u. Burt 
theſe Scoffers, then ; were no Divines, And 
it is well, that theſe: Saints are, now, ſecured 
fromSach deriſfion by being Scripture Saints. 
Bur then S, Auſtin, for example , having no 
\uch priviledge, I ſce not, but that he muſt 
be one of the Sociery of theſe new Fanaticks 
if it were bur for his Tolle lege, * that he heard * Confel. 
inthe Garden, as if ſome boys were ſinging 5: l. 12. Cc, 
ir, ypon vyhich Fancy he lefr of the thoughts 
of awife, and betook himſelf ro a Retired, 
and Monaſtick life. Neither can his holy 
Mother Momcs eſcape the cenſure of one of 


this Amuthors Hyſtericall Gofipe : of whom this 


her ſon teſtifies 3 * Thar ſhe had frequent* _ 


Yifiens and Revelations , one of them concer- © ce, 
ning his own becoraming ar length a Ca ,.c. ,,. 1. 
tholick : ſo that he obſerued , that, vvhen 6. c. 1. 
God was pleaſed to effe& it,ſhe was not muchl. 6. c. 13. 
moved vvith the news thereof, becauſe bee 

fore aſſured of ir: Inſomuch as that, vvhen 

S. Auſtin had a purpoſe of marrying he re- 
queſted her Prayers ro God concerning ir 

vt ez per viſum oftenderet aliquid de finturo ma- 
trimenie. And, ſhe having only ſome ima- 

ginary ones, he tells how ſhe lighted them. 

Dicebat enn (faith he ) diſcernere ſe, neſcio quo 

ſepore , quem verbis explicare non poterat , quid 


 ntereſſet inter revelantem Te , &* animan ſuam 
ſomniantem, 


To bear this Saint company I vvil begg &. x1. 
| leave 


Atta SIBETL. 4 ni 1 
- 


ag a s j; - P: 
——_— 6. td MS nnd. os td 


16 ' Thi RonanChordh's 


leave ro add, both for the. Antiquity and 


. particulariry of ir, vyhat Tertullian relates, 


of anpther pious yyvoman. Well known rg 
him, in his book De Anima, #/t hedie ( faith 


_ '*© he) Soror apud nos Aevelationum Chartſmats 


« (ortata , ques, 4n Eccleſis inter Dowinice Selen- 
© 114 per Enteſin in ſpirits patitur., converſatur 
*© cum Angeltt, aliquands etiam cum Dominas 
* 7 vides ©. andy Sacraments , & quoryn- 
i dam corde digneſeit , or medremy deſederantis 
* bus /abmittit. Jam vere projut Seripture legun- 
*© tur, 4rt Pſalms. cenuninr, aut adlecutiomes 
«& proferionthr , aut petitiones deleguniur , zt6 
inde, Mererie Viſpontbus adminſtrantur. Forte 
*©, 4/40! quid,de Anima diſerneremns , cum. es 
&« ſoron in Spiritw effect. Pot tranſaltts Sulenvis 


Ke. pt) roy , que uſu ſ/tlet nobts renunciere 
© quavidentt., (nem & diligentiſiome diſſernte 


&« tor , #42 etiam probentur) mer carera, ingquit s 
* oftenſa eff miht anima corporaliter ,, &* Spirits 
« idebarur ;, ſed non nan & vacua qualitaris 
< 410 qua erin tenert repromitteret, tenerd, & 
6c 0128, þ + © 4theres colory., ex forme per omni4 
« humana. ( Where notc that the Reyelation 
of the Holy vyyoman might be moſt true, and 
yet Tertullians colleion from it very erroe 
neous;3thar is,: that. ſauls yvere acciall Bo- 
dies , becauſe that. of ſome perſon deceaſed 
appeared to this ſiſter like one.) This is a (ub- 


' jethath no end. And methinks. Carholicks 


are not (o ingenuouſly treated , in being 
forced, after the, experience of ſo many ages, 
to. produce ſuch inſtances as theſe, to free. in 
generall the cxtraordinary favours done to 

reputed 


DevononsUindicatelt. 7 
tepured Sainrs from plain FanurlciſMert {tx 

' Again we icontend-/alſo;; thar all' obſcate $. X11 
layguage in/Divine manters, and ſuch things 
as ate myſterious and difficult to be vnder- }-._. 
ſtood, ought not therfore'to be expoſed to _ 
ſport and Scorn, as ſayouriny of Enthuſiaſm, 
or madnes z/or, as affronting and taking away 
the vſc of' Resſor ( a thing theſe men much -' 
ralk of., bat never reaſonably do this,againſt 
Church-authvrity. ) For', ſuch things they 
may'be;asare above the'ordinary comptehen- 
fion of Reaſon, or moſt men's Experience 5 
and- thewninrelligibleness'of them may lye 
in the ſublimiry-of the matter , not in the ex- 
prefion;vAnd ir hath bin a'long oþbfervation, 
that the plca of' Reaſon hath bin'the common 
praQtice'of FefFs, and is now of the Socititans: 
as Farrh' is the thing eſpecially called f6r'by -: 
the Churthc If then the langaage of our My- 
ſticall 'Divines ſavours of Fanarticiſm, T (ee ., 
nothoiw: ſeverall paſſages inthe'Scriprure do 
nor ran the ſame risk ; and may not beiallo 
queſtioned for it;, if arraigned-ar the Barrof * 


ſome men's Reaſon ,- had: they not had 


ſpeciali 'proteQion from the! facred Perfons 
that penned them. i 
Suck are (ro name ſome of thetn) S.Pawul's 5, x11. 

« noe ling, bur Chriſt living in Wim} Not his cal 
« aQing, bur-grace With: kirh; His being in , CD 
«rravell with the Galatians, till Chriſt was '1.Cor: rg. 
* formed in them : our-inward, and out-10. 
«ward : our 1d; and our new Man, -- We'?: C05: 4+ 
« dead, and ourlife hid in Chriſt; Our being = 
« cransformid ih'the reneying-of out thind, | rhe 

| C The 


«The new Men cenewigd.imKnowled 6 

IN 2 *rhe. iwag c of. Ter inkmerlalgraher 
Col. 3.16. 4beiog boreal Gode:Bcingborng ofthe 
Ws Cor. 3 <Spiric hr ns. 20 avng le bythe © Spis: 
8. ©rits cingcnangedinront itnagh 
Gal. 5, 16 Soph -Qur: Ca | 
2 «+ the Divine Naguersr A prace od ime 
-Attals 


2.Per. 14+ *imjpd tbat lar ferhallivaderftandin 
Phil 4-7- Enie & thin 


the loveof! 
E165 97- gate, (ans mgp's que being.maoned 
CO hnrits> fa.0s 10-beiable: 

- © Che breadth, length. ,;dc RY height 
* thercof's. Filled wah all thee fulness-ob Gad 
© according; £9 the: power: that wertetdy ine- 
26 Fudge on x _— Gn niloay 

». Con F » He'rharJs:joyned gat d4s cob 
OW + Spitit2;-The:Kingdomctof perro 
643. Bey with, obſetryaſion-from- dbroad.y. bur - 
16.17,  *within.ve: JE any man love-mr, my-Farhee, - 
0. 14: 24. Sand Leil. come: vn;a him, andimake! aun 

& 17. 23. © habiration' withhim,- TheFacherin-Chii, 
_ «and Ghualt 3 in VS that wer may bericonfurns + 
1.Jo.4.16. ** nate in 0nc,-' That Ged #,lovect ind dat thes | 
fdoelerh w.leve., dwellerh\ a: God: rand Ondunt © 

* han; ( "by =t_oShelanece-gttotes} | 
* -- In. the Jaſt dayes God's powriog out T 
Tr » Spit) avpanall delbs Gabmabete ary 
mY +70 Bogen oh Prod hinoa | 
"*< men tec Whons « ad their. o)d met | 
103 ;dreams.r: 77 The ApoBtles;omering, > 
21304, Thaiwhen'e: Prophex mdprakinganabe 
0D. PR. ; Fo0grrgation, fenyieng dinppene ee 
be reveal tognerhen whe /taviiede gy; art 4 
of | then, ie bi:pres: tandi tbidivg aboxry 


VET. 216. 


1} » £& 


Devotions Uindrcated. 19 


vyer,"26, for. ndt ordering their: Kovelarions 
diſcreetly-<| His praying: for the Epheſians 

* That God Wenld:giue them the Spirit wi Flom, « c. 1.10 
and Revelation , for cnlightening the eyes of 18, * © 
their vnderſtanding-»-5, Phil. 13: 15-- preſa- © 
ming; tharGad- in good rime would reveale . 

alſo chings! to the imperfe@, (ſurcly by an 
illamination-of their-vnderſtandings.as. be- 
fore,,) which, the perfeB already: believed.» 
Davids: Audiam qud m me loquatur, Dens, -- - 
Praying with the Spirit, whil {the vnderſtan- 

ding isynfruitfull , (: or ynedified : ) for, We 

net kniFing What to pray for as We aught.,( that n Can: 5. 
is according: to Gods. will) che Spare: that bs " 
Within vs -helpung our infirminies and: requeſtingy.n gs 15 
for vs With' wnſpeakeble (or wnexplicable*) A 
grognes.:-= The gife.of the Holy, Gholt inexpli- 3-2" = 
cable* Saint Paul reckoning Three: parts'of #*,,Cox.s. 
2 Man} Sady'; Ile, and: #pirie: His heing x5. . 
preſet wm Spirit, when abſent mm Body. The $21 d Col. 2. 5. 
of Gods-Wiid dw:ding: Soul and flirie;-+ Srve I 
menteexcediminr, Deo; fiue-ſibrij ſumac, roebm. ,, 


T- 


Bengamuns edoleſtentiolus is mentie exceſſn.: what 


3. 

ſal. 67. © 
language is found here as well as inthe My © 
RickDjzvines far ane of theſemen's/humor ro. 
| have made ſport with;had:it nor bipScriprare? ... 
Mecag while do:not deny but:many of rhe ex- 
prefſions.may bein fome lower degreeverified 
of every perfon.,;thatisregenerate, and inthe 
Kate of Grace ;,.all ſueh-havingan Fax with , 
God:less or-moreby his Sprritand his exrracy- _ 
dinary Grace,importing only-an higher degree | 
thereaf; yer much more properly,and in-thelr - 
full ſenſe;they {cer only appiicable —_—_ R 

+ | > ers 


who have attained:ro ſome Meafure of Chr!. 
tian: Perte&ion': and therfore Divines.© are 
_., BOF£O' be: cenſured; that vnderſtand -theſe 
-; thiefly deſcribed in them , in whom they+are 
nioft-eminentlyifulfilled,” To:conclude z En- 
thufiaſme arFanariciſme, is notrhe ſpeaking 
things hard ro be-vnderſtood ( $. Peter faith, 
$:Paul-did iſo;;) nor. yer the precending high 
avd-mylſteriouscfects; vifions ,' Revelations, 
&6+for all theſe we believe may be', and are, 
 eften wroughr in Gods Saints 'by the Holy 
Spirit ; -atid+his-/dpeciall preſence in their 

* Souls; and har we fay, ina much higher 


- ; Infatuations can'imirare, or aſcend to, Bur 

_ 'Fanariciſme'is a/fal/c pretenice:of theſe; or 

. -— the like, when having no juſt ground' ro be 

| $. xy; "9 Or the diſcerning of fuch #lufons,pr O» 

1.3 ceeding from Saran, fromthe truc'mſpr. 

** vations of Gods Hdly Spirit, we afhirme "that 

_ ,. many .norces and abſeryationsthere be;where- 

+7 by they'may beknown, if not cerratnly-whe- 

- ther Divine as'to- their original:;( where no 

ſpiric of Pto -ot miracles: ) yer whether 

containing trath'; and advancing verrtue , as 

to'the matter ;and, whether any way-noxious, 

ind hurtfull;cicheerothe perſon that reccives 

=thenz; or others; And this is abundantly ſuft- 
 Micient. , Now'far theſe! notes-of diſcernin 

.them, I need refert che Reader to no other 

-Book-then to the: Nottours Martyr Sana 

-Sephiq , ( though he was pleaſed, to rake no 

-iotice of them * there) in the Preface from 


9. 29, 


--* and more admi rable Way 5 then any of Sarans 


- 
eas cc 


.  _—_— 


Devotions Vitidicated. 2t 
Cha LS Thi «= ee : -  #See.Rom 

&; 29; to $. z5. again;/if the chird Treatile, p: 11,1, Pa. 
268, from'$;-9:ro. $.'22. Whete'; after dire- zz7. zz8. 
Qing a (trick obſervation to be made concer- * Preface 
ving'the Perſon, Whether 1. vitiously incli-$ _ d. 
ned, z.arroganit and proud; or, 3. curious ; —1o_—___ 

| 4, or much addidted'to melancholy,chere ace 

| particulatly*calt off ; and marked our for Sa- 
ranicall 11uftons, among others , theſe : AU 
© ſuch pretended inſpirations, or revelations, . 
«as do& invite the perſon to ſay; or do, any 

« thing. contraty -ro/ the Cartholick Faith, 

x Obedience; Humility , peace, and Vnity, 

4 Honeſty, Purity; and' any other Divine vereue: 

but eſpecially conrrary co che Cathelick Faith , or 
Obedtence; for inſtace as the arremptin to make 
anynew, and ſeditious reformations ; as likewile, 


7 * When the perſons- obftinately belieue theſe 4 wig. * 
revelations to be of God after they have bin con- ,,,, 

, demiled by experienced Siuperiors , and Direttors. 

All fach ,1ſay; are'condemned for Saranical 
ITNaftons ;which-cuts all the nerves, of all 


| ſuch prerended/Revelations, asean any Way 
Jdiſturbe the-Church'es Farth , ot Peace ;, and 
molt of all, of rhoſe Enthuſfiaſmes , and Fa- 
natick frenzics, which have bin fo common 
among Proteſtants ; the chief vie thar theſe 
perſons make of pretending new divine in- 
ſpirationsbeing to take away the yoke of thoſe 
ormer delivered in Scripture , which being 

| ſo point. blank oppoſice tro that party, no less 

' then new divine inſpirations can ſerve their 

2 rurne, to covfront and fight againſt, them on 

F -an-<quall ground. £ 

| Laſtly, in all chefe prerenfions, where there '; yr 


-:% v rn 
> <RatkcS _-” 


'Þ) 


_ = diffi atty; lier the 
————_— 50 Z 
rel Proms een the had; IO 
aye det pon fee 
| . The; 49 1r14+of, che-Prop here 
eI« h8p \ r0-2bg Lrophers 3 And 
WY Tenet Tino0-py ! | 
*1. Theff, ( Bux3) fx de vr ANG; \&ry; | 
—_ ences ER ber they bei of: Pas, 
er.- OL FRent: y {1 \ CON. 
_ "So _ ah Yo a rp nr | 
= f this matreeMarths* 
WT .{p; che Carhotjcik 


in all ages (for we 

do on? nyo thaty (a6. Fanaticksand En- 

ware abaynded among: SsRe, 

rthapiber aule ghey. find. more liberty. xi fa, 

q-bidl » care {amerimes within the body | 

$edie GY ok Churghonbs Devil being 
Goda Apeyapdevecyathon ambigggyy and 

pecnctfly imitating- his Works: 31), apd rhe 

Chuzch dogh-Rill, try .therg [from - tice 0 

ime , 25 0Gcaſions offex theraſelves + and by 

ex Ecorence bo ome atc juſtifiechas Seine; and © 

ſfingalas Fayouris pf Gody'otbers conſyred;, | 

condemned 5:apd-lupprefied, a6-Smpeftords: ane | 

Dereiverss 3 logo 3 antes _ 

XVI. _ .; Now: it way ſober Proteſtant,, vpRoD! \this | 


largwcicots brioging this fubje@ anrhe Gaga, | | 


hahithe curioficy.co-rinform- bimiclk. both 

what; Swpernatardl-favours and extraordinary ly 
A oatetoms are. reeeiveds by 

ſome.. perſons- of gicat devotion in the Ca- 

cholick Church ; and what ſtrictnes and 

:.; cautjonthe. hk vſcth in exemining them, 

> th, I much 


[Drdor 1d Vindiats. 24 
I mach recommend to hin) fdetartÞ Gite; 
ev pecufaibef rcheife of $ py I#iÞc he 
= jag ne tie $7eby diligeh6g 2A 119 2 
ſeyevaliyeari 7 pom Hr the 
dah youbys Viegli$ 46d ee 
ti 3 dna hw: «ricutat the 
as ery 4 hfeff6r of OT 
in apron tt —_— 22 where He | 
fEcelefiiticali AudoftiryRaveaby © Laſt En- 
weighs ey tic JrhofeſablitefsyGaty fs gl. Edir.py 
feeeiveyl iniipritjet;confireaed/t6 he fromi God 333+ 


_ & Jedrers byiageherAlarteſtttion bY thin 


thepaghourthe Zhriſtian World * even thoſe 
who Qed and queſtioned*thew arfirſt; 
—_— ings thetn 2% het w62ks 

or ut #by'rlie rioft eeifiriewir pero ts 
or how 


woldiryceltar Whre fit ed tf 
rev odrtridlinghtges: 
_—_ ralberhty Penbfi £AH&3 5 +4 _ oz .e.dq7 
coarſt.dbonrechbergthiofFyphns; and Rabel .modT .Z 
Fichxs 8c Hild Lonvinudd(ity che Cthblith — -! 
Charch4 Thik Ault wi brewhehidbeby © 
the/ Commis Regen of Chriſtians'/'whith he 
often" wy! howevaw ht cbtlehkir al 
thoſtys FoniticlAwhotn ate Commun” roufon 
of ciwolortÞ, riyfdag whitic Spirith by chepe 
| nerall grounds andPeijjiciples>of OHABINY, 
hath for ſo many Ages approued,and received 
forSgino1>or bg on co dems iti | 
vinc$(/who, longbzfdrethe bitth of Pebrel. © 0X. 
randy ,bave Writer on Myfticall'T yas 
asimiinmigibg/EntHuſiatee ,' Whoſe 
tho nub men "Reaſon eP The Chilrcht hath] aps 
proved ibnd:iigfcemaditehs- wenn M 


vil zv advan- 


$. Xy1I. 


, JS 


The Romks Church:s * : 
advancing of Chriſtian;Perfedtion.. : 4; 1 
- ' The Church then js the-Iudge for diſcets 
ning of Spicirs, to, which we do, and theſe 
perions in Common Reaſon ought 1o;, ſub» 


| mite: bur yer on ſnch ney Uluminacions',:or 


ft ! *, 
Ls | +. s 4 i. 
>, k $4 -v* 


= 


. v . 
” 4 ak. 
. 
Lo #4 ws % 4 * * 
. 


': tainly,,. they! would, if they ſhould pretend. 


Revelations,; can be grounded/no Arricle of 
Faith, becauſe thar,, by which ſhe judgerth 
theſc , is her former Rule of Faith ; and thus 
farſhe can poly allow them, as they appeare 
ro/contain nothing coner4ry to it 3 which cer» 


any new AAdd:non of Farth to it : Neithet is 
the Church: ſecured , that any, though repu- 
red Saimts {are infallible ig all. that which 
they ſay;3;por xthat all. is Divine ,. that they 
pretend to.;:Nor is thexe.now,, not onl any 
contraditfery , but apy, adgd1timell-new Reve- 
lation of anyjpart of the(Gatholick Faithes be 


Eph.2. 2o.£xpeaed,, pr,admitted 7 aftet God the Fathers 


$. Thom. 


on Is 
1. AR. $. 
ad 2. 


Fo 
$. XVIII. 


ſpeaking, ,, and” declaring all his will, to the 
Church by his only ſon our Lotd,, and by his 
Apoſtles 5 Nqr can we believe, ſince Miracles 
axe the only. thing that, can confirme ſuch 
Revelations, (I mean, of ſome Common. Ar- 
gicle to be added to the Chriſtian's former 
Creed), fox Divine , that theſe ſhall ever be 
wrought to ſuch a purpole;.... '..: 


5 THis, of the Church's diſcerning En- 
thuſialmes and.. Satanicall Illuſions 

from the Internall operations of the Holy 
Spirit, guided, herein by. the light of the 
Scriptures. But there. are other influences 
and inſpirations of the ſame Spirir, directing 
vs alſo 


Devotions Uinditated,” 25 
hs alſo. in aQions in their -owne nature in- 
different, or of counſel '; & on either fide 
lawfull , and free from fin 3 ſome of which 
Inſpirations cannot be tried, ordiſtinguiſhed 
from. Enthuſiaſme by any ſuch way as che 
po. 5 Which, becauſe they are much ſpo- 

ef of by the Myſticks, and are very nece(- 
Taryfor advancing Chriſtians in the:way of 
PerfeQtiony it ſeems requilite, for the freein 
theſe alſo from miſtakes , ro give the Reader 
heze ſome account of them, 


1. We muſt know then ( as Sent? Sophia * $. XIX, 
and others. have diſcourſed more at large, ) * 1+ vol-P- 


that there are two Spirits wichin vs 3 { thatis 
all the Regenerace)the Holy Spirify and that of 
Corrupt tiature afliſted wich the Suggeſtions of 
the Devill, who rook a kind of pollcflion of 


F7. KC. 


vs,vpon Adams Fall :* That this laſt Spiriris #xph, z.z. 


never totally,cxpeld,or filenc'd in vs during 


this life : but rempts vs ill and, That it's *Gal.y.17, 


ſuggeſtions may appear many times like the 
motions. af Gods :Spirir ; pretending. good 
ends, the performing ſome duty to ourlelves 
or oue-neighbour , our advancement in _ver- 
tie, and.the like - That the effe& of the firſt 
of the(e Spirits , SanQtifying Grace, received 
in'our Regeneration or juſtification, is, in 
it's infuſton, ordinarily but as a ſmall ſeed, or 
{park,capable of a dayly growth,and increaſe; 
and which , with the cooperation of our 
free wil; and further aids, that are from time 
to time received from God , works in vs at 
Jength 2 totrall Reformation, and Chriſtian 


PerteQion ; which ſo many among the rege- 
| D nerate 


1. Jo. 3. 9. 
I.Pct.1.23- 


Matt. 13. 
31. 33. , 


26 The RowanChurdh's 

nerate asdo'attain, are ſaid in amore ſpecial] 
manner to. be Spiriewall Perſons, and'to have 
the Spirzt.of Ged.: And inthis ſenſe the Apoſtle 
writes.to the Corinthians-. 1 Brethren could 
nor ſpeak vnto you ci to * ny , but 4s to Carnal, 


4nd «« to Babes in Ehrifl. 1, Cor. 3. 1. aid fo, 
VEL, 3. For ye areger Carnal , and Walk actordeng 
6, Mn : thatis , ye arc Babes. only in Chriſt, 
and ſo in ſome degree carnal,and walking ac- 
cording to the naturall Man ſtill , and nor as 
yer entirely. gprwityall. And frequent racntion 
wefind inthe Scriptures of theſe ſeverall. de= 
grees and growehs in a regenerate condition {Tr 
dro Gods pleaſure, that the new Man, as 
the old , ſhould grow by degrees, and nor be 
made compleat in vs all at once: ) Mention, 
L ſay, of ſome Babes and litle ones, and to be 
fed as yer only with Mlk: Of freng Meer, and 
mſdeme, and higher Miſteries, only to be 
| delivered to , and Spoken amongſt, the Perfeft. 
_ gs: yee Heb. 5. 12.13,-- 3. Pet. 2.2.7 1. Cot. 3. t, 
© = 4a*= 2.6, Of Growing in grace and receruing in- 
16. creaſe from God ; Ot the new Man bezng renewed 
Eph. 4-13. 44, by day QF artiving to 4 perfeft Mai vits 
Col.1. 28. the, meaſure of the ature ( or age) of the fulnes; 


; 


4-12 of Chriſt; Of the Apoſtles lahouring ts preſent 
97 INE perfeft un Chriſt-leſus , and that they 


wh r-fland perfeft . and full in all the wil of God; 
and of .chjs Perfe&tion. till containing'in it 
higher and.bighe Apes AH ST 1 bad al- 


= 


ready attained ,.. Gith the Apoſtle Phil. 3. 12. © 


4.Though thexfore by this Principle of a 


New. life, and,che_infuſion; of the habirual 
Grace of Charity , Ve ate alrcady tranflared 
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from the former being of corrupr Nature ro 
a Divine bcing of Supetnarurall Grace;freed; 
at the ficſt, from the former ſlate of Morrall 
Sin , and fcom the Slavery , and Captivity; 
we ſuffered vnder it's dominion, yet hath not 
this Spirit, ag, yet attained ſuch a foveraigne 
Empice and Maſtery. over the 'importunare 
ſolicitations of Cencups/cence, and the naturalt 
inclinations of our Will and AﬀeRtions , as 
that we do not ſtill fall frequently into many 
leſſer, and thoſe called Zenzal, Sins ; Or at 
leaſt, as to ations , that are not ſinful , but 
in their nature indifferent, ot lawful , that 
we do not, forthe moſt part , ſtill proſecure 
thoſe, that are more grateful , or advanta= 
7eous to Our preſent carnal defires, and out 
Cnſaal, or ſecular defignes ; Though ſuch 
ations are no way expedzent for vs,nor accep- 
table ro the Holy Spirit, in which now we 
live; nor. do conduce to our growth in Grace, 
bur are great hindrances thereof; and'though 
theſe ats , containedindeed within the com- 
pass of lawful, yet often expoſe vs to occaftons 
of $:n, Now, b long as we ſtay here & ad- 
yance no further , we appear but as infants, 
and-Babes in Grace + Ir having not as -yer 
obraincd it's perfect Reignein,vs, either over 
our Concupsſcence which carries vs till Inrs 
frequent yenial Sins : or, over our nature and 
will which carryes vs,in other matters lawfdl, 
ro thole ſatisfying our narural condition. Bitt, 
when we are. come to. have poreſtatems volun- 
ratis noftire , as S. Paul exprefleth ir, 1. Cor. 7, 
37. come once to att {eldom "according ro 
D 2 @eo- 


x. Cot. 9. 
27, 
I. Cor. 6. 
IZs 
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horn axyitor, Concupilcence, to fall ſeldome 
into Venial tn ) eſpecially with advestency; 
and 04s Fi z and,the Holy Spicir to have. 


amore abtolure power over Senſe , Reaſen, our 
own, Propricty , and Self-love , as.to theſe 
things lawful,but not expedient ; when coma 
ro S. Paul's mig mike licent ; ſed ego ſub nals 
lus pediger pereftare, and to his corpus an ſervis 
rem redigo , and to. a more canſamly accary 
ding tathe Spirit, moving now mare pcerce+ 
ptibly.in vg, and giving the laW'to' vs; when 
-Grace is, as tothele non expedients alſo pre-= 
-dominant, and ſole Miſtress ; ordering all 
chings(withoyt our:celuQance, or alſo with 


--our zeale., ) to the greater love, } 29% , ho» 


-nour-of God and the doing of all things in 
order to hjs':l ; ſo: far as it is made known 
to v5 by this his Spree , then arc. Ve arrived 
tg _—_— t0:2,compleat Man.is Chriſt, to 
{hace of Perfetban, luch as this Jifocattains: 


S 


pap tir, 7m there ate thardo:not , by: 
i 


theis qwn diſorders , dye in theicSpiritual 
yourh, before rhey:come to (uch-a mature 
age- "As therforc.. in our Regenotation, a 


Man is:removed; from the ſtate. of, $1» into: 


the ſtate of Grace + {09 the Church defires ,.in 


that Which is called, from ſome high miſte- 


xies it ſpeaks of, as to the ſupreme effects 


of this-Grace , Myſticall: Theology, to advance 


thoſe ; already in the ſtate of Grace, to that 
of PerfeCtion ; and from the Spiric dwelling, 
ro. it more abſalutely Reigning, in vs. which 
linds ſo many great rewards natquly in the 
next , but this preſent life, | 


2 We 


ds 
-'3-We muſt know therfore , Thar to:fuch $5. XX. 
2 end this Holy Spirze,, receiyed in:our Regene» 
” ration, aflifteth and worketh'in vs, not only 
| 28 to affording generally to'all good Chri+ 
ſtiads-that-ſeriously endeavour 'to fave their 
Souls, fuch inrernall illuminatiess., and mo+ 
| frets , as are ſufficient ro dire them for-the 
| re/iungot any fnful rempration , or ro.per+ 
orin any neceſſary aft of vertue, in circume+ 
ſtances wherin they are obliged to it ; bur alſo, 
in affording vs lighe and abilicy in all mndiffe-- * 
rent actions, and occurrences (Wich which 
may beallo joincdall che Aes of Chriſtian 
| yertues, When no neceſſity obligeth vs todo | 
' anyofthem, and {o When it is lawful for vs, . 
Wichqut Sin, to do, or amitt,them ) whereby 
we are guided to make ſuch a choice, as is * 
mote-conformable to Gods Will; and, parti- . 
cular circumſtances confidered , may much 
more advance ys in the lave of God , and 
Chriſtian Perfeftion:; and whereby we may 
avoid-ſ\uch other of them, as: may be ſugges 
ſted , cirher by corrupe Nature , ar the evil Spi- 
2 , vnder pretence. alfo of ſome good end, 
but to defear a berrex. For the Holy Sprie ex- 
cites 'vs,and aſhſts ys,nor only in doing dutyes 
of neceſlacry obligatian ; or, inthe avoiding 
what is prohibiced , and performing Whac is. 
comanded by God vnder penalty of fin ; bur 
in all theſe ads alſo,” thar may any way tend 
more to Gods glory , or 19 our greater perfe- 
&ion; Though theſe be ſuch , as we may 
| withour {inning , chuſe, or refuſe, 
For, in this , I may (ay, that the Holy Spirie 
: In 
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» -- Wa \} = % ny > L RA if F \ . 
YU DYI2S 713.465 © wi L016; 
\% [4 . y Epnm—_— 7 —— Fy-- 
-—, . A” - 7} Y , : z " % s 
> $.4657 | " m | C $- 1, a 
on P a : C WT 4.1 $ 


© * "invs: is like to Concupt/cence in vs 4 thetdng 
continually exciring vs varo that which ig 
berrer;;as the other to that which is worſe; Sea 

the . Apoſtles :deſcription of theſe two a+ 

mares Rom,$.1.8&c.and Gal:5,16.47.18. where 

he ſaith, v.47. that Spirigms concupsſtrt adverſue 

edrnem , & care adverſus/ Spiritum- = and.that 
S$1brinvcem adver/antur. And Ibid. v, 18.-a$ 

alſo. Rom $. 14. That: thoſe who are. Gods 

2 : "children; or Regenerare , agwntur-Spirit, 6re: 
Jo.16. 13.« ated by the Spirithe guides vs into truth - Brings 
362%) * things forgotren-to. our remembrance : Gives 
we, Fought kneWiedge and: argements [TO ONC-=  DIfergBce. 
8.9.28, aidEloquence; andthe power to perſarade , to. 
Rom, 12. another=»- To anorher W/dome , or a gaod, 
6. 7. Iudgement-- Prudence in' Governing tin exe! 
2 +: *9- cuting anothers:comands-- 'To another cous, 
Lu.24. 45, **ge 20d beldnes-. Ir. opens. mens underſtandings 
AR.16.14, and heares; and renders'them docile , and: apt; 
Eph. 1. 18. co believe. Whar'is- there , that is not dang 
io'vs by this Holy Spree, when we aro, ems; 

ployed about: any thing), / that tends to: the, 
gioritying :of- God, the Father , or the - Sos; 


is our regenerate life wholy managed; by. 


this Spirie, as the natural is by the ,Soul ; and 4; 
if-nor obſtructed, works in vs. a continual; 
growth:m Grace, till we come to a perfeA-maax; 


tf 2.Per, 3. 


28. Eph.4. cOnverts.;char * as chey live ( their new lite). 
13. in, or by, 'the Spirit ,, ſo they would walk mt; 
*6al.5.25. (accordingto irs directions: ) And that they 
would/mind or affe# the things of the Spirits, 
( or thethings, ir minds them of: ) Becauſe- 
To-$e0:nun F gupees within them is death in os 
end: 


in'Chriſt + Therfore the Apoſtle; exhorrs his. 


——_— e > rl 
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end ; bur the oginwe T3 mriuebs withitt them Rom. 8. 5; 
iVife and peace to them + Exhorts them alſg-2 6+ 


Eph. 4. 30. with no eerrnpt and fruiiles' com- 
#unicarion to contriftate or grieve thu- Spuris.o> 
Tim, 47 +4. nit to negleF#'ir-- 1. Chi is. to 
That it chowld nov be' ond ( or idle ) in them<< 
fThelf. 5. 1g. ner coquench'zr Eph. 5.18. To 
repleni:hythemfetves. with And 2. Tim. 1. 6, 
continually troreviveir-- Rom. 12, 1x. robe 
fervent in 14, Without which the Apoſtle 


faith , we cannot think a good cthiught, * and our ®*:. Cot.z; 
b 


Lotd , 4 that We can do nothing, 


*1$./ Theſe ations of the latter kind, we are t Jo. 15.5; 


riow (peaking of, that may be lawfully done, 
or emitted ;the one, or the other performed, 
without any guilt of fie ;are cicher ſuch ; as; 
bythe Evangelical Councels; and the dictate 
of reRified Reaſon, ute xlearly diſcerned by 


vs, thooneto be bexrer<;and more to lead'to-” 


$. XXI, 


Chriſtian Perfection, thetthe orherzorſuchz * | 


Where we have ſome dovbr , of theſe rwo 


actions, good or lawful ,which is the berter, - 


ot'more expedient ? In the former of theſe we 
may ſafely conclude; that , that which is ma- 


nifztxo vs ro betheberter as to our perfetion. 


is the motion in vs' of the Holy Sparir 5 and 
thar the doing it is the doingthe wil of Godin 
this matter 5and that, ſo'often as we rejects 
or neglec& , this, ſo often we contriſtare the 
-_ ( thar would thus conduct vs to perte- 

ion; )'and refuſe ro do Gods will, when this 
is Known to vsz Whoſe wil ir ought always 
robepreſumed to be, that we ſhould do thar, 
which is cleare to vs , all things conſidered, 


ro. 


_ F< 
* £5 
- TL. 4 


% > 8/0 
al. 
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.. -<o bobeſt, foriis glory , and our good; tobe 
.» done 5, though, fach.. omiſſion -or.negle&, 


amounts 'not to a fin, bytto a failing ſo much 


In PerfeQion, And indeed the not vigilantly 


obſerving theſe Motions of the Spirit within 
vs4-and..the nor keatkning to. and obcying 


_ themwhen evidenz.$0.be {uch or alfo., rhe 


not. pxecpnſulting/by prayer What jt adviſerhs 
yt xather precipiratingqur ation to prevens 
it, is the Reaſon of ſo. many their no. greater 


- Improvement in the Spirit, and that zhey arc 
ſuch ſtrangers 10. it, avd- Ir to them, ;,is 4 
+ ,; © - Check coxke: further and Rronger apermtions 
. of ir is 'the-Soul.; { for; pho. would: offer 

+ Counſel, ſcldome ;; or never actepitds or 
asked ?;) abates the. fexyour,, and {olace, thi 

© there would be in proſecuting ir's (pggeltions 
 andleaye veguiky ofmuch. vokindaes, and 
*In Cant. jngratitude, For , -2s:$. Bernard, * Cum be 
Ser. 17. Sanfts Sparitue carts nod drpenſateria quidens vis 


fuurudimts vigitauzifſiume nov ebſervent ur fi, 
ve. nec: abſentems defpdeyer , nec preſentem glett» 
eF, k Lk | 7 3; 
. But it thelatter AQons , wherein we have 
ſome cauſe of doubt,, which is beſt, avd - 
wherein the making a, good: chaice. may be 
exceedingly beneficia] $6 vs , {according to 
the variety of our cemper and condition ) ro 
the becter, ordesing of our life and ſetvice of 
God, ſuch illumination. and Dizecion of the 
Holy Spirit , or alſo a cleare diſcernang theaeof , 
3s obtained eſpecialiy by nangh Pwricy of con- 
verſation,and Abſtrattrnttom worldly things 
Þy frequent Recolleftaep, and introyerfion,and 
| attendan- 
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gttendancc on God, in the perfecteſt praftice 
of Prayer, we can attain ro, For God hath 
gracionsly declared ro vs in the Scriptures: - 
That the effetual prayer of 4 righteoos man ( as, 
that of Elis) auailerh much- that he heareth not Jo, g. z1. 
finners,, but if any one be a worshiper of him, and. 

doth bis wil,, bins he heareth : - That «ll thingy att bt 
whatſoever we chall ask tn prayer ( that is, Suck ya. 1r.: 
perſons ) not 4oubring , but believing , we zhall | 
yecerve them>= that if we abide in Chriſt , and he £ 
3 vs, ask what we will , and it shall be done unto "+ 
ps ( becaule indeed luch ask by the Spixir of 

zhriſt, who liveth in them, and fo ask ac- 
cording to Gods will.) -- That f we keep hb» 
comandements , and do what 1s pleaſing 1 Gods 1. Jo.5.14- 
fight, Whatever we 45k we recerve of bims- That "EIN 
if we ach «ny thing according toh will he heareth , n = / 
vs ( and grants our requeſts } chat rhongh we _ . 
know not whas we should deſire , or pray for as we 

ought : {that is , as to temporal proſperity, or 
aMictions, or ſuch like things of which S. 

Paul there ſpeaks , whar therin is beſt for 

Gods glory , or our own proficiency ) yer the 

Holy Spuric within vs with vnurterable groans 

and great ardour intercedeth for vs according 
"to Gods will ; and that God knowerh its mind ": C9f- 2+ 
(though not expreſſed in Words ; and gran- _ 
reth ic's requeſts) - that the ſame Spyric ear- 

cheth the profound things of God ( and what is his 
will) and revealech them to vs ; that natural 
"Reaſon is notable ro vnderſtand them , bur 

they many times feem fyolibness ro it : Bur 

that the things of the Spirit are d:/cerned only 

by the Spirit : moſt of Which Texts ſeem to be 
E ipoken 


Jac. x. 17. 


x. Jo. 22. 


4 
aw” 4 


The Roman Chureh's - 
ſpoken not only of our petitioningGod con-- 
cerning the neceflary means of our or others 


"Salvation 3 bur more vhiverſally of all ſorts 


of requeſts concerning*the things of this life 


- and-any things that arc in their nature indif- 
| Ferent, and lawfull;, and of his Spirit dire-. 
. Rting'vsto ask” and do in ther: whar is his 


wil.; and of his' granting thoſe to vs Which 
may be beſt for vs ; wherein God hearecth, 


-and-granteth the peritions of his'Saints much 


ſooner then of others. 


$. XXII. I ſay then, ſince God in the Scriptures 
- hath: declared theſe things, and made-theſe 
promiſes, that he will. hor deny what we asK 


according ro his will , we may rationally pre- 
fume and be piously confident, that he will 
grant our requeſt, when this is, only ro knew 
is wil, that we may do that which is accor- 
ding to it ; and we may ſafely take that for | 
his will , to Which, after ſuch addreſles, and 
other due preparations made, we ſhall find 
our ſelves more ſtrongly inclined ; and alſo 
rake ſuch inclination to proceed from the 
operation of Gods Spirit , either illumina- 
ting ſomtimes our vndetſtanding in Giſco- 
uering' ro'it ſome Reaſons, not ſo well dilcer- 
ned;,or elſe diſeſteemed, and thought confi- 
derable, before ; Or ſomtimes more confir- 
ming to vs the judgment, our own Reaſon 
made of the thin £72066 Or ſome times ef- 
tecting a ſtrong and ſuddenly iniected incli- 
nation in the will, ſo ſwayed without any 
preceding Reaſons, or diſcourfe of the In- 
relic preſented it: Orſomrimes caufing an 
EXULAOL- 


' Devotions Uindicared. 35 

extraordinary tranquility , conſolation , and 
ſatisfaQtian to accompany ſuch our Eleionz 
( According to the Rule of Abbor Ifaac in 


Caſlan *- Cum orantes nos nulla nterpellavern , Collar, 
hefitatio , ſs obrinusſſe nas wn 1pſa orations effuſtos g, c, .,, 


ne , quod poſcimns , ſenſermus , non ambigamus 
' precec noftrcs ad Deum efficacicer penetraſſe, 
where note; that the Devill, or any Crea- 
ture, cannot work-fo immediatly and inti- 
matly on our vnderſtanding and will as Gods 
Spicit doth ; bur by rhe vſe, of phantaſms or 
Images ; of the Spirits, humors , &c.) Or, 
where no ſuch preponderation to. any' fide is 
perceiyed in the Soul, then We may preſume 
this to be his will, that, making vſe of our 
beſt Reaſan, or others Advice , without any 
folicicude, we take cither fide. 


Now in the diſcerning of theſe Divine Il- g, XXII, 


luminations and inſpirations from Enthuſtal. 
mes , or the motions of the Good, from thoſe 
of our own, or a Bad, Spirit in theſe marters, 
As any one hath attained ro a greater perfe- 
Aion in Prayer, and Mortification and Purity 
of life, they attain hereby a greater meaſure 
of Gods Spirit, and hence it's Illuminations 
and inſpirings in them are alſo much grearer, 
and ſtronger ; and more intimately effective 
on the Soul , then any other motions , from 
whence loever they come,can be; and fo alſ9 
theſe become mare evident to. ſuch , and 
many times are ſo clearly diſcerved by them, 
from the Supernarural impreſſion,they make 
ypon the Soul as that it cannot reſiſt , diſbe- 


lieve , orany way. doabr of them , that they 
| 1} are 
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are Supernatural and Divine. So, S. Auſtin 


* Confeſl, * relates of his Mother Monica , that ſhe 
6. C13. clearly knew ſuch Supernatural aQings in 


her from her own imaginations.--" Ducebat 


_ enim, diſcernere ſe ne ſc1s gee ſapore » Que Vere 


bis explicare non peterdt , gaid wrereſſer encer re- 
velantem Te, & anmimam ſuan ſomnunrem. And 
indeed, if fuch imcriour Divine operations 
Werenot ſomtimes certainly diſcernable, how 
could 'S. Paul be aſſured, when he intended 
to preach the Word in Alia , and again in Bi- 
thynia, (a moſt charitable defigne! ). char the 


Spirit forbad it; and not rather the Enemy of 


the peoaiong of the Goſpel ? AR. 16. 6.7.-- 
Or, That it was by Revelation, and riot a fancy 
of his, that he aſcended to ferulalem? Gal. 2, 
2. Or, Thatit Was the Hely Speric that reſtified; 
and not men's fears, that much aMicion 


ſhould happen to him there # A&. 20, 23, 


How the Corinthians Knew , when they had 


Cor. 14.a Revelation , that it was not a work of their 
. own imagination 2 lance all theſe things were 


tranſacted only interiourly in the Soul , and 
it was the Holy Spirit only, that in all theſe 
gave the evidence to itſelf, A certain Afſu- 
rance then, it cannotbe denyed, that ſome ar 
ſomtimes may have of Divine operations in 
them. Bur yer icis not affirmed here, that all 

erſons, less advanced in Prayer, and Parity 
of lite , oralſo the greateſt Saints at all times, 
diſcern the operations of the Holy Spiric 
within them ſo clearly in this ſort of ations , 
as not to be ſamrtimes miſtaken ; and it is ſuf- 
ficient , that perſons piously diſpoſed, and 
» | frequent 
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- frequentin Prayer, may have a rational pre- 
| ſumption of it as hath been faid : Neither is 


any more communicated ynto them, perhaps, 
for the better preſerving of their Humility. 
And, that no abſolute cerritude is herein to 
be expected is a thing ofcen confeſſed by 
SanQa'Sophia. See 1. vol. p. 139. andp. 137, 

- 4- Bur 4. irf caſe (ſuch Divine inſpirations 
be ſorcimes miſtaken, yet can no dammage 


' come thereby, I mean as to committing any 


Sin ; 1. the ſubjc& of them we ſpeak of here 
being marters in themſelves indifferent, and 
on any fide lawfull. Sce $4n#4 Sophia. 1. vol, 
p:143--2.No command of Superiours intheſe 
any way neglected. z. no negle& , beſides 
vſing Prayer , in practifing any other means 
of making a ſecure choice,cither in weighing 
reaſons on all ſides, or taking advice from 
others : Only the denour Soul, in viing theſe 
endeavours, yet relies not on them , an on 
the direQions of Gods Holy Spirit, working 
continually in the Regenerare both by preve- 
nicnt and ſubſequent Grace :; makes no fud- 
den reſolutions, nor ruſhes haſtily vpon any 
a&ion z bur diligently hearkens firſt ro this 
internal Guide , whar ic may tell her is beſt ; 
defiring faithfully , all naturall Paſſtons and 
ſolf-love layd aſide, to correſpond with all 
it's motions ; the carcfull obſervers of which 
with a pure intention of mind may be juſtly 
preſumed ſeldome to Want them,though they 
do not ſo certainly know them ; and mean 
while ſach perſons, if not free always from 
miſtakes, yet are ſecure, in this fortof aftions 
we 
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. nicared by God to-per 
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we ſpeak of , from-entertaining any fuful 
Enthuſiaſme. ;; of (uch! , as. any: other perſon 
(excepr by Divine Infpiration )-can cithes 
cenſure, or diſcoucr, & 
5. Haying ſpoken thus much { from $.z.) 

of theextraordinary and; Supernarurall Gras 
ces and Favours, the Illuminations and In- 
fluences of the Holy $pirix, that are commu- 
__ of greater SanCtie 

ty, and praGtice of Prayer , which do alſa 
more clearly and cyidently guide them in all 
their ations ; and of the diſcerning of theſe 


from other. Enthuſtaſms and Illafions ; In the 


laſt place.I ſhall conſider the Churches Dre- 
fhions concerning Preyer and Devetion., the 
chief means of procuring all theſe, Divine 
Graces; which Dire&ions.this our Author 7 
cenſures to be ſuch «5 if they were deſigned only 
10 amuſe and confound the minds of devoyt per ſons 
and to prepare them for the moſt gross Enthuſaſ- 


' me, and extravagant illuſions of fancy ; whereas 


indeed there is no part of a Chriſtian's duty, 
in which. the Church, by thoſe many Do-+ 
Rors.of -hers, Myſticks , and others, wha 
have chiefly employed their talent, and com- 
municated/their experience, on this Subjec, 
hath taken more profitable pains , and deſ+ 
cended lower, even to the meaneſt capaci- 
ties; nor where this diſpleaſed Aurhor can 
find less ground for a quarrel. Infinite are 
the Books written on this Divine Art of 
Prayer; Wherein like a careful Mother, ſhe 
trains vp her children, by certain degrees, | 
from the loweſt ſtep thereof , which rouches 
the 
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the $round; to the higheſt, which ceathes ro: 
heaven ; knowing irto be the Foundation-of 
all:Goodnes: ; and the Artradtive-of all rhe 
Divine Benedid&ions, and Benefits: -- 


{| She'then, firſt hete; in preparation for 


Prayer, adviſeth her Children to a ſerivus en- 
deavour to keep their conſcience clear from 
Mortal fin ( or alſo Venial, as much as hu- 
mane frailty pertnits 5) and to a care of avoi- 
ding the- occaſions thereof , without which 
endeavour our deyotions cannot be accepta- 
ble to God; I mean, as to the receiving from 
himiatry- great plenty of his Grace : And, 
4gain, requires , at ſuch rimes of Prayer, a 
&fmiſfion-of ;'and abſtraction from all ſecu- 
latbufines ; Solitude, and a tccolteQion- of 
theimind- and thoughts -, and oblivion, fo 
miuth as we caty; of all creatures ; and a're- 
movitg allo of all-hindrances, tharmay:come 
fro the. objects of-rhe exteriour lenfes , &c. 
Theſe preſuppoled ;' She: ficſt begins :r0:feed 
her-lixtte ones-with' milk , and as it were ro 
chew- their meatforthern ; giving them infi. 
nite preſcriptions: for all occalions ;:of ſe- 
veral Formes of Focal Prayer , where Novices 
begin; and Which the moſt-perteR , alſo 
return to, kf ? fads = 

- 'From theſe Focal, ſhe next leads them on to 
Mentdl\, Prayer; where their devotions may 
enjoy more liberty, whatever -way they are 
bent;,-wichour their former confinement-to 
ſer Words, or Forms and where the ceſla- 
tion from external ation renders the inward 
more! accent, and afteQive_ ( as experience. 
2 C448. ſhews) 


$, XXVI., 
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of che ſenſes , and allo from the wandring of 
the Thought; to which -yocal. Prayer gives 
more relaxation : Nor-is it ſo eaſy to think, 
as. pcak; one thing and mind another 
but, fot how long time tlie attention ceaſetb; 
ſo long doth Mental Prayer ; and we are 
cicher.not.diftraſted , or notpraying. Heed 
likewiſe the delivers-them many vicful. sub- 
ts of Meditratzen , chichly theſe cithot tous 
ching-our own miſcry 5'or the Miſteries ob 
our Saluatjon ;-or the Divine PerfeRigns. 
The Negative benefit alſo. of which Medita- 
tions , confined ro {aime.certain Subjett , at 
the firſt is very. conſiderable it prevencing 
diſtcaRtion. of on , and taking df-rhe 
mind from it's uſual amuſements , and wings 
about external, worldly » Vain ; and ſuper- 


fluous things: The Books written in! this 


kind are almoſt infinice, notviifrequent int 
| Proteſtants hands, and on each ſubje&k ſome 
brief Heads perſcribed , wheseon the Medi» 
tants may enlarge cheic thoughts 3 Where 
alſo ſhe dircQs the. reedepg of ſome- Pious 
Book , When: there: is irnuch diſtraction -of 
. . Thouglds, 00 ſterility of Invention. And, in 

_ theſe Medzirarrons, She trains them firſt more 
in thoſe, of the knowledge of their neturel can- 
dition, of the Hainou/ners of Sm 4. 0k the Dx« 
vine 1uſtice ; of the bitter Paſbion of our Lord in 
making Satisfaftion for finz of the Terrowre of 


the 7r1« Noviſma , 1. Death, 2, 1udgment', 3+ 


Hell ; and the like : to plane in them #8 due 
Fear of God , and adyance. all forts of Morrifi- 
(41101 


thews 5) and more freed from the diſtreQion. 


ra 
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cution ahd a cleanſing of them(elves from the. 
former habits of Sins. After this ſhe prafti- 
ſeth them much in the Medication of the Life 
of our Zird, and the Lives of his Saints, as 
conſtant Patterns for their Imitation, as to 
growth.in verve; laſtly, of the Divine , - Per- 
F&iong ,, and alſo many Benefits to vs; thoſe 
already received, and thoſe promiſed ; of the 
Graces -and operations of the Holy Ghoſt 
within vs ,- and the abilities for — 
and pleaſing God reſtored ro. Man by it, if 
attentively obſerved, and obeyed ; by rheſe 
to advante them. it all-Spiritual Grace , and 
Chriſtian Perfeftion ; and to enkindle in 
them an ardent Love of God. The acquiſition 
of which Zove, and: nor of knowledye is the 
Churcheschief deſign: in af} theſe Medita- 
rions. Sec in Sans Sophia ({ this Authors great 
Rock of offence ) both the recommendin 
this courſe.of Meditation y eſpecially for Be- 
ginners ; and directing the practice thereof, 
L $. 2. Cc. 2.--andF$ q.cC: 1. $: 6. * 

By the praCtice of theſe Meditations ; and, 
anoogt * wag eſpecially that of the: Life and —_—_ 
Paſſion of our Lord { whilſt other Sets dare 
hardly look vpon a Crucifixe)ſhe eddeavours 
by licle and bile to Kindle and' enflame the 
affeions of the devour Soul roward ſo dear 
a Lord, whom ſo many offences, andgtfronrs 
of hers; whichnow cut her ro the hearr,could 
not alienace from her ; and The Paffions thus 
learn'r, by mucts practice ; to be more eaſily 
exciced, begins to train vp fuch Proficients 
more in the Sebel of Love ; direding them, 

F by 
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by laying more aſide , When tbus well prepa» 
-red, their former arguings ,-and diſcourſings 
*"of-the Brain ( with the trequent ftroaks of 
which they have already Kkindled this fire in 
'the heart) how to exerciſe theſe -affeions 
-now , in that Leſſon of Lowing God with all the 


Luc.t0.25 here, and all the Soul,and all the mind,and all the 


firength;In a more ſimple & quiet intuition, 8 
contemplation , advertency and admiration 
of the Divine Beauty, and PerfeQions ; and 
in- more fervent and amourous Colloquies 
with God ; In praiſing, thanking, ſolaciog 
her ſelf with, him, wh ihe, caſts her eye 
vpon bis infinite mercies paſt and promzſed; In 
many reſolutions for the future to ſerve him 
:better, and no more ſo to grieve and offend 
him ;in offeringall ſhe hath, ſhe can do, or 
ſuffer, ro his ſervice, and in purting herſelf 
In a poſture of ſilence and attention, to hear 
what he may be pleaſed to ſpeak to, andin 
her : ſpeak to her, not only in guiding and 
admoniſhing in all neceſflary duty, but alſo in 
. things indifferent, or alſo good , but nor ne- 
_ ceſſary, when ſeverall of them fall vnder de- 
liberation; In which ſhe allo deſires ro be 


Jnſtru@ted byhim, that ſhe may till chuſe 


and doe, that which may berter pleaſe him, 
and wherein his holy will may be more per- 
fe&ly accompliſhed. 


$.XXVIIT Which As of Love, when once,to a com- 


petent degree, facilitated in vs, as they fill the 
Soul with grear:conſolations ſo they excee- 
dingly help ro advance it in all Chriſtian du« 
tics, and vertues, For Love will not be idle, 
and 


- 
/ 


and alactity ; as doing all chings nor out of 
fear , bur affe&ion z and nor ro obey , bur 
pleaſe , her Beloved, and gain from him alſoa 
reciprocall love. And when a foul is arrived 
ſo farr, through the conſtant exerciſe and 
cuſtome of Prayer, and other Mort:fications' 


neceſfary to it, that theſe ats of Love, and. 


of the will, ( of which there are many ſeverall 
degrees ſurpaſſing one. another) are rendred 
caly and frequent , and vpon (every occaſion 


ſpeedily reſumed , withgur any or much. pre»: 


cedent meditation , Which ads before were 
difficult and rare: And when the Soul by rea- 
ſon of the greater. {weernes ſhe finds in this 
latrer affe&ive meditation , as I may call it, 
returnes not to the former intentive medita-. 
tion Wicthour ſome, relutance , this is the 
firſt entrance into that which is ſtiled a ſtate 
of Perfefion , ſuch as humane induſtry attains; 
namely wherin the will aſhſted with Grace 
excites itſelf rarheſle Acts of Love and (im- 
ple contemplation. Of which practice thus 
S, Bernard * -- Jam fartaſſe aſcendiſtt , jams ad toy: 
tuum reduſts , ex wb: ſtare didieaflt : nec hoc ſuf- 
ficrar tibs ;, Diſce habitare,, ex. manſonem facere , 
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and works in now with much mote fidelity 


* De inte- 


rior! Dox 


mo Co, I 4- 


& , qualicungque mentis vagatione abſtrafing fue- . 


r# , iluc ſemper redire feſtina. Abſque dubzo per 


multum uſum quandoque ribs vertetur m oblefta-, 
mentum im tantum vt abſque vil laborts diffe - 


cultate poſiis thi aſiduus eſſe ; quin 1o pena pox 
1114 tibz fit alibi quam thi moram aliquam facere, 


Thus He; yet is the Soul not directed here-ro 


remain idle, ſtypid, or. vnactive, bur to. re- 


® 
E . +7 
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ficly. diſpoſed for theſe ,to Yocall and ſer For- 
mes of Prayer : or alſo to Reading, when the 
{weernes of ſuch contemplation ceaſeth, 
Devour . Souls : advanced - hitherto , the 
Church. forbeareth not ro-ſhew, and to ex+< 
hort,and provoke themsto, yet much higher 
flights ; and by their continued devoriens to 
proſecute a further fruition” of that obje& 
which bath no-bounds.: To.this purpoſe ſhe 


proceeds to declare to herchildren , tor their 


encouragement, from. perſons experienced 
therein, the many:rich rewards of Prayet ; the 
Supernaturall Elevations that God is pleaſed 
to advance ſome Souls to, who have bin 
mach praiſed inthis holy Excrcife, and the 
more free and familiar manifeſtations of 
himſelf that-he makes ro them in' ſeverall 
manners mentioned before z; Wherin the Soul 
doth not nowact'fo much, as , ins great 
quietnes, fitence, and reſt of its former na- 
cucall operatiens y is more immiediatly moved 
ated acted by a'mote fpeciall Preſence of God 
In it," Who: ſomtimes with the rouches' and 
influences of: an extraordinary : Grace doth 
iiluminare, eaflame., -and ravifh- rhe Sout, 
and cauſeth in it an ineffable and tranſporting 
—_ in contemplating what is fhewed to 
it of the Divine Beauty, and Perfefiions ; per- 
ceiving injifelfa moſt ardent Love, and this 
ſupernacurally infuſed ; When alſo: are com- 
muanicated to it many times celeſtial Secrets, 
and Divine Myſteries, and Future events, by 
internal words, and Reyclation, All which 
things 


rurneto its wonted Meditations, and,if nejther- 


| 
; 
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things are received by ir with a great rranquil- 
livy , and attention, and ceſlation of rhe na- 
rarall vſe of irs Faculries Senftrive or intelte- 
Qual;nor ſeems irin its own difpoſal whilft 
it hath theſe rouches, bur bath doth and muſt 
ſee, and think, only what his Divine Majeſty 
will have it z and' this only fo long as he 
pleaſerh. Nor can any of theſe things by any 
arr or induſtry of rhe Soub be attained or pro- 
cured when fhe will, bucall is Supernarurall, 
and as well aboue the operations of commen 
Grace-in vs, as of Reaſon. In which ſuperna- 
rrall and extraordinary Divine Impreſſions 
vpon the Soul the experienced alſo obſerve 
two ſorts of motions in it : cithera very inti- 
mate-Retyear and RecolleFon of the Soul from 
exteriour objects as ir were into fome inte- 
riour part of itſelf, removed from the 
thoughts or remembrance of Creatures or 
worldly things, (which is often joined with 
aretiring alfo of the vitall Spirits more or less 
from the outward parts of the Body, leſt ſom- 
times- in- ſuch RecolleGtion withour ſenſe, 


motion, or: heat: ) Alienatio mentis « ſenſibue,, vey 


Corporis S, Auſtin *-calls ir , ut Spiritur quod g, 
demonſtrandum eft demonſiretur. Such perhaps 
was that-Exrtaſy of $.1*þn. when he is ſaid ro 
be in rhe Sparie Apoca: tx. 10. or, 2. An Fleva- 
fron, Rapt , or Flight of the Soul as it were 
above it (elf ;andas if ir were to depart pre- 
ſently out of rhe Body, and the perfor: to. 
ſuffer a preſenc diſſolution Ablatio mentis , as 
S. Bernard exprellerh it; Such ſeems that of £. 
Pal, 2. Cor, 32. -- 

| And 
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And in the expreſſion: of theſe {upernatus: 
rall Graces and influences it is, that the:exs: + 
perienced , and the Myſtick Divines laboug. 


ſo much. Touchingihele it is, that they vie, 


ſuch cerms of a Swpernaturall life , a Deiforminy- 
or Derfication.; of aſcnſe,. or fruition of Eeds- 
Preſence , in the Fund , depth, or center , of in» 


nermoſt part of the Soul, or, alſo in the Apex 
or ſupreme point of it 5 of Peſave: Ynwns ; 
Whereis to-be vnderſtood not an excluſion, 
of all. a&ts. whatever (for the ſouls knowing, 
receiving, aflenting ro ſuch-things cannot be. 
withour ſome aQion of it z and \ 46 not only 
of the Will, but intelle&.-- Qued ſentir affetus, 
zarelligit Intellefuc, ) butan excluſion of any, 
diſcurſrve and: labortour atts, and any. primacy. 
moving of it {elf to action. 59 | 
W hich.terms if hard to be vnderſtood,, {a- 
are the matters, they would express z which. 


have ſomthing of S, Pawl's prun@appn@in them. 


and to be throughly GETIE only by the. 
experienced, And for him that faith he 

vnderſtands them not , me-thinks S. Auſtins: 
advice wiiting of a very difficult matrer., the; 


*:.1. 3. c, Trmnity , * is very. ſcaſonable-- 1lle, qu ſe vt 


non intelligere conquerttur, ſecum agat-yorts. Ch, 


ſtuduts, ut proficiat z non cum Eccleſia agat quere = 
Is, C7 convitus ,ut tacear., Eſpecially conlide- 
ring , that theſe things are not handled by. 
Catholick, Dives as a part of the Churches 


Rules of Devotion, but as a reward of it ; and as 
things only in Gods, not our, power, 

Yet theſe tich Gifts of God , and preguſta- 
tions of the ſtate in the wocld ro come., the. 


Church 


Az 


Ie 
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Church negle&s not ro recommend: vnto her 
;Children ; andto fignify the many noble e&- 
feats, and powerfull influences, that ſuch 
favours have upon thoſe that receive 
them , as to the compleating them in all 
'Chriſtian Perfe#i6n5 that is , in the perfect 
'Love.of 60d ; all thefe Divine InaQtions ( if 
the Reader will pardon the word ) tending 
Ntill ro a clearer manifeſtation of God to the 
Soul, and ſo ro the wounding it more deepl 

with the loue and longing y 4a him z and af- 
ter the ſuffering, and doing any thing , with 
all alacrity, for him : and the Graces that are 
reccived diſpoling vs ſtill to others higher, if 
«he Soul correſpond to them fo as ſhe ought- 


$1 perſeveravero ( ſaith S. Bernard ſpeaking of. 


thele favours) * buic Dignations dignss ( quod in *In Canr. 


mee(t) Aﬀetibus er attibus reſpondere 5 & gras 


#14 Det apud me vacua non fuerit, ettam manſio- 


. nem. apud me faciet Pater ex Filim. She ne- 


gleats not to rell them alſo ; that, rhGugh 
pon no preparations, and prediſpolitions 
in vs whatever ſuch favours do neceflarily 
follow ; yet that without theſe, God doth 
not uſually do them ; that Ave contempla- 
tion is: the ready way to Paſ{ve : and that, 
though in the higher degrees of them , they 
are but rare, and given to few, yet in ſome 
inferiour degree, they are communicated to 
many. And, how ever, that an Active Contem- 
flation , and Frution of God by love ( ſpoken 
of before ) and the great advancement in all 
Chriſtian vertue. we gain thereby ( if we be 


admitted to no higher things, of which true 


Humility 


SCIm. 69, 


| that is yndertaken for it> .. 
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Humility always cſtcoms it (elf vnworthy) is 
a ſufficient recompence'in this world, of any 
pains of ours in purging of our life,and cloſe 
attendance. on. Gud in Solitude, and: Prayer, 


Laſtly, fince ſuch Chriſtian PrrftBion chiefly 


confiſts in, aid depends vpon, the exerciſe 


of the ,Afettve part of the Soul;and nor on. 
high Knowlcdge,. or Speculation, therfore 
the Charch recommends it: as artainable by 
all Scxes, and conditions :/ and _— - en» 
courageth all in the proſecution of it-- Nw 


*In Ezech enams ( as.S. Gregory: obſerves ) * Conrempldtionis 
Hom. 17. gyarza Summis datur ef mimnimis now -datur fed 
ſpe hanc ſwmms , ſepe ' minims : fepine remots 


$X DUI, 


(id eft,, 4 curis mandanis, ) uliquando eam cott- 
4rs percaprunt. + W345 we 

feof ks Supernaturall and extraordinary 
Graces , and:Carefles received from God; be» 
fore I conclude-this:generall Diſcousſe, L 
have thought fit here to ſert down ſome paſ- 
ſages I have met with in the Fathers ; becauſe 
ſome Reader perhaps may receive from their 
experiences benefir and encouragement for 
a more diligent pradtice of Praycr. And he 
who hath: no further curiofity to informe 
himſelf herein , may , omitting them, pafle 
on £0.4..40, _ Of thefe then thus ſpeaks 
5. Auftn. Confcſl.}.10, c. 40. Lux estm pere 
Manens, quam. de omnibus confulebam, «- © 4n- 
diebam docentem., ac jubentem.” Br ſepe ifbud fey 
co : Hoc me delefat , e ab. onnibus attiombus 
neceſutatis , quantum relaxari poſſum , ad iftan 
woluptatem rejugio. Et aliquande intromints me 

”n 
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in effeftum multum muſirerum mirorſue ; 4d neſs. 
#59 916 (03 dulcedinem , que,f perficiatur im me, 
neſcro quid evit , quod wita iſle non erty Sed rect. 
do in bac erumneſps potnderibus » C7 reſorbeor ſo- 
litas 5, 7 tener , multum fleo ; ſed multum 
reneer ; Tanium conſuetudinis ſarcina degravat. 
Hic efſe wales, nec vole: illsc wolo, nec waleo ; 
ptrobique miſer. And this {weetnes it is that 
he ſeems (o much to thitſt and ſigh after ha- 
ving had ſome former taſts of it, when he 
breaks-our into this Ejaculation; Confefl. 1: 
$. C. 4--- Age Domine 05 Fac : excita C7 revecd 
nes : Accende &F rape : flagra, dulce'ce. jam ame« 
MW £37 CUrramm. | ET 

Sce allo his extraordinary Hlumination , 
or Revclation concerning. Gods Incorrupti-= 
bility, and immurability ( wherevpon he laith 
he forfook the Manichean Se&, and became 
a Catholick ( which he mentions in his Diſ- 
putation with Fortunatus a Manichean:There 
S. Aufiin faith thus.-- {lud ergo reſponders 
prſſum , quod me Dominus noſde voluit, Dewn ne- 
ceſurarem nullam part poſſe 2 neque ex aliqua parte | 
wvivlars ;, atque- corrumps. Where his Adverlary 
catching atit, and replying-  T# dixiftt , quis 
buc v/que ib; Deus revelavit, quod Incorruptibi- 
lis fit , the Father only in the cloſe of the Dil- 
puration thus reflects on it- Ego novs non te 
habere quzd dicas; £r me, cum vos audiſſem un 
bac queſtone , nunquam inveniſſe quid aicerem z 
& imde fwiſſe admonitum divinity , vi iilum er« 
rorerms derelinquerem , &* ad fidem Catholicam me. 
converterem. And to this ſeems ro-relate whar 
he ſaith: Confeſſion : Lib. 7. cap? t.++ neſcrens 
wy G 


unde, 
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onde ,"&9* quonrods-- and-- hor uno itn eye.”  - 
See alſo' the frequent Recolleftions he 


+ Cotfe ft, Mentions-*entting as he ſaith (though nor 
[.7. c. 16.into the Fund, or Depth, of his Soub, yer} 


” . 


in intims ſad ;/and his , there, ſyeing s qual:- 
emmque oculd amme ſnd, ſupra enndem oculum 
anime ſue ; ſuprs mentem ſham, lucem De un 
commutabilem- and herein God ſpeaking ro - 
hitn ,"S:1cr ( Tairh- he ) anditur 19 corde. Aﬀeer 
which Interiout ſpeech to him, he ſaitÞ his 
former doubting was removed-- Ber nen erat 
grorſes, vnde dnbitarem. And fee thar devour 
Conference with his Dying Mother. -Con« 
fell: 1:9. c. 10. where he faith- Dum loquammry 


- . 1-0 inhiemwi ills (vite aterne,) arringimm cam 


modice cum totorfty cords , & ſufpiravimmw , &f 
reliqurmus ibt religatas premitics Spiriems, And 
fo, faith'he ( rhis fudden tranſport of mind 
Paſſed overt) remeavimw ad flrepirams ris noftrs,” 
And afterwards he defcants vpon the ſameRa- 
pture, ortranſport thus;- Prcebammwe'ergo: $1cuet- 


. flleat tumwultns tarnis fileant phantafiz terre ©. 


& TIC fibianima fileat , er tranſeat ſe , now ſe 
togtrande, ert-- $1 loquatuy rpſe” ſolms (Dew'); 
non per ea , ſed per ſeipſum , vi audiemvus verbuns 
ers (non per linquam carts exc,- Ipſum fine hit 
andramm , fieut nanc extendimus ny, Or rapitla 


. --- togitatrone ( ſpeaking of the former #fw cordy) 


Artingimns wrernam /aprentiam ſuper oma ma- 
nentem ;fi continuetur hoc, & ſubtrthantur alte- 
D1fiones longe empars generis', & hacuna rapiat 
t abſarbear ,*£5* recondat un imterure yendia ſpe-. 
Hatorem ſuum ; vt talis (it ſempiterna vita quale 
fuit hor momentum intelligentte cut ſufpiranmw; 
SOSWSE 6776 TR-s nonne 
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nonne bee eft , Intra in gaudium Domains twui ?. ex 
ifud Quende! ( Doth not this, much reſem+ 
ble the derided Conting language of che My» 
ſticall Divines? , 


Of the lame contemplation the fame Fa- 6. XXXI1I 


ther ſpeaks in this mannes in his book de 


Quantitate anime, * written, at Rorac noc*© 5: 


long after his converſion > where he makes 
of the 7.. degrees of the Souls aſcent towards 
the diſcouesy of Truth, or God, contempla- 
tion the -highoſt-- Sparieue refius ( (aith he) 
que fit , wt anime in veritate quarends deviare 
41que trrave.nen prfict , 11s 64.601 reflavratur , nife 
pris cor mundum. fucrit ; Hoc oft, fi pris «pſ4 


cogitatia ab eun; cnpiditate as feces rerum worts- Pfal.co.1e 


lum ſeſe cabtbwerit ex eltquaverat. Iam vers tn 
pſa 1/pene atque Conteraplatiane veritatu ( id ef 
Det) ( qu ſaptinom arque vitimus anime grads 
efl , neque lam grade , ed quadem menſio , quo 
ily gredrbus perventtur.) que funt geudia, que 
perfiurte vers Oo ſunmmi Beni! cups ferepiratis et» 
que afernitarss affiarns | Quid erge dicamm.?. Dixe- 
runs hec, queanium dicenda jrdiceverwne., wagne 
quaten. oo momparaiilet anime ,. que. etram 
v4difſt-,ac widere, ii« credsmwe. Thus allo he 
writes abouc the fame time of the Egiptian 
Hermites ſpending their. life in contempla- 


tion F -- Fecretiſsums penitns 4b omni homanum 


*De mor! 


conſpettu4., pane: ſole, qui es per certa intervallay,} . voce 
temporum affertur., 7 4que. contents, deſertiſ- c, ;1. 


mas terres incolunt's perfiuentes colloquio Det ,.cul 
purss mentibus 4nheſerunt : £5 equs pulchriryds- 
nis.contemplatione beeniſirms , qua y nfs Sanfte= 
rum meelleiu, percips non pereſt; ( not eaſily 

' G i) aprchended 


oY 
. 


52 -'Fhe\Roman Church's 


-aprekended.by others.) Thenthus apologi+ 


zethforſuch a life--- Nuhil, inquam , de bit 
loquar.. Videntur enim nonnulls res humans , 


pluſquam oporret 1d eſeruijſe p03 intelligentibus, 


«* quantum nobis eornm 4nmus un oratuonibuy profit, 
 & vita adexemplum , quorum corpord videre non 


fimimur. Thus hes -'- And; in this exerciſe 


of Contemplacnn by. thoſe Hermites; we find 
alſo their Experience. of Extaſies ,,and Raprs. 


Abbor John in-Cafbian, * deſcribing this con- 


* Collat. gemplation 1, modettly relates of himſelf.--- 
19: C: 4+ Pro Dome wor monere;({aittthe) memmime 


an hujuſmod:raptum eſſe frequenter exceſſum, ut 
ob{uonſcerer me ſarcona corporee fragthitaris unaus 


', cum gmentomipue mean ita omnesexteriores ſen- 


Fus- jubito reſpurſſe £3 4 cunts materialibus rebus 
09n4 moduy exulaſſe., ut neque oculr neque aures 
mee proprio fungerentur officro 39% Ita drvinu 
meditanombu ac furitelibus theariu animus re- 


'plebatar, vt ſape ad veſperam crbum me percepiſſe 
-neſcrrens:, 8c. -. And ibid. C.F =» Ma, ortb ug re - 


mots ſecrets, frequentiſiime ad .eleftes 1llos rapies 
bamur cxeejus. And cl{where *- Abbor'itaac 


* Collat. :reports of $.Antony the Hermir- -1lum uw ex- 


9, Ce 3I, 


ceſſu'menti frequenteroraſſe. Andhere recites 

this ſentence of his, +-* Now efſe perfe fan 1r4- 
rronem , 1qus [e monaches , vel hat upſum, quod 
orar, mntellipir. | 


6. XXXIV/ Of rhe-lame-Grace of Contemplation thus 


dd 
"I 


$, Gregory Moral.-l. :3. .c. 43: on thar'text | 


* Pſal. 29% K Ego drxi in cxceſſu ments mee ſublevatus quip- 
| :pe (:David (aith-the ) wiadrt, quod: fe hic widerg 


20n poſſe , adſe relap ſus mgemmt. Perfetam fſetls- 


cet animan ſts compun to afficere familiarins 


folet, 
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folet , "qua omnes imaginationcs: corporeas inſolen- 


. ter fibr obwiantes diſc nt , & cords oculum figere 


#n ip/s radio imcoureumſcripte lucy intendir y vnde 
alrzynanado ad quandam inufitatem dulcedinem 1n- 

gerns ſeaports admutitur , 4c raptim aliquo mode 
ardent ſpuritu afflats renovatur ; tantoque ma- 
gre unhiat , quanto mag1s , qudd amet, acguſtar ; 
atque hoc intra ſt appetit , quod fibs dulce [apere 
emtrinſecrs ſentit.--- Cut inbevere conatur. Sed gb 
e114 fortitudine ſua adbuc infirmitate repellitur : 
& yuie equs munditia contemperart non valet, 
flere dulce haber , ſibique , ad ſe cadents , infirns:- 
tatis ſue lachrimas flernere. Neque enim mentis 
oculum poteſt in 1d , qued intra ſe raptim conſpexe- 


- #26, figere : quia ipſo vetuſtatis ſng uſu deorſumre 


*compellitur, Inter hac anhelat, eſtuat , ſuper ſe 
vre'conatur ; ſed ad familiares tenchras ſues vitts 
fatrgatione relabitur. 


Ot the ſame: Grace he ſpeaks alſo Ibid.1. 


24:Cc.5. on thote words of Job-- er wvidehie C+ 33+ 26> 


factem equs pn jubils- Iubilum dicitur, quando mef- 
fabile gaudrum mente concipitur ; quod nec abſ- 
conds. poſit, nec /trmonibus aperirt :: £3 tamen 


| quibuſdam motibus proditur , quamvu nallis pro- 


prietatibus txprimatur. - Ynde David Prophets. 
antuens eleftorum animas tantum gaudinm mente 


. Concopere , quanrum ſermone non valent aferine, 


att: Beatus' populus qui ſcit jubilationem. Non 
enim ait = loquitur , ſed qui ſcit : quia ſeirs qui - 
dem qubil atro intellefFu pateſt , ſed difto exprims 
non poteſt..- And, « Tunc refplendente raptim cor- 
rnſcarione incireumſcripts lumimis lluſtratur, 
Quo utrumque conſpe#4 1 gau4to enuſdam ſeve- 
rifatls abſorbettr ; & quaſh poſt defeftum = pr e- 

entls, 


OY OT 
ſentis, ultrq ſorapte, in quadam novitate slrghtd: 


mode recreatur.: 161 ment, ex ummenſs fente; in» 


 frfune fuperairari opergitur ibs mon ſe ſuffer 


443d , querapts.elt, contemplatir 3 © veritatens 
fentiende, vides, quia, quanta tft ipſe verites, 
non.videt , (the language of S. Pronsfous Areo- 
pagita') Cur-veritars , tanto mays: ſe longe exiſi1- 
mer, qudnt0 mAgis appropinquar ,-quia mſi illem 
UIcwnque Confpreeres.y Bequaquaem cam confpicere 
ſe nen poſſe , ſentiret. Adniſus erge anims dum in 
iilam innendicur, immenſitatis equs cornſcante- 
clrenmflantea reverberarur.- Vnde & 6d ſemet- 
ipſan cutmmelabitar'; ., profpetis quaſi quibuſ- 
dam. v6riutatis veſiigin , ad ſhe 114 revecaturs 


Fer 1p/e. tamen, por contemplationems falta , non - 


ſolide , e-permanens viſio, ſed ,vt, 114 dixerim, 
graſp quadens Viftenss rmitario Derfacties dicitione 
Nuia ergo, peſt laborum cerramina, poſt tentatzo«, 


1M flubih., ſepe 41 exceſſn 42144 ſuſpendizur, 


' vt rogurttonens. Divine. Projentie contemplenur 


CE. XXYV, 


quam ramen preſentiam ex entire poſter , 3 ex- 
plere nan poſert , refie, poſt ror labores-, de hoc tens. 
3 ws dicrtur 1 videbit facrem eque 1 bu- 
' FREE ; Sn EOS, y* +447 a 
..On the ſame-thns.S. Bernard.. De Cond; 
«5 -:Ce.:2. afrer-mentioning {ome lowes:de- 
orees of Devotion--. At. onniun{ faith he) ; 
mAxumnus (ule, ) qui, fpreto 1pſo 1ſu rerum o& 
ſenſuum , quenium quidem humane fragiliters 
fa eſft-z non aſcenſarius gradibus ſed inopmatis exy 
cefstbue , avolare- interdum contemplandse ad.zlle 
{ublimia conſarvit;- Adore vitimum genus ts 
pertinere.reor exceſſus Pau't : Exceſſur; non aſcen- 
{13.5 4m. raptnn potins. fu'fſe , quam «ſcendiſſe:, 


ſe 
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ipſe fe perhiber 5 Inde off quod dicebut 3 Sive men- 2. Cot. 5. 


te excedimns, Pro. And. Ib 0,14. On that of '3- 


the Apoſtle-- vr romprebendanar owns 'onemibus FP"- 3: 13. 


Sanftis-- Sanft; guar (Aath he to Pope Buge- 
nius ) comprehenannt. Dueans. Qnomede ? $6 ſans 
Hu es , comprehendifſh , £5* poſtt. $i now es', efte;; 
CE two experiments ſcies. Then explaining 'the 
Longitude , Latitude, altitude, and o" 
ofthis Diviae love; of the {evera}l degrees of 
Contemplation (faith he) Prima £* maxima 
contemplan: eft admiratie Majeftatis ( Des.) Hee 
requarit tor purgarum , ve 4 vitts liberum,neque 
eneratum penatic , facile ad ſuperna levet, meer- 
Jnin queque, vel per aliquas morulas, fupore &r 


extaeſi ſuſpenſum- reneat , admirantem. So in his Catt.2. z« 


49. Sermon in Cantic. on that text , Inire- 

dure me Rex in ctellam vinaram-- Sed or I's 
queque { ſairh he ) f colleffo rue Sprritn. mente. 

ſobree &> varus currs , orationss domum ſolns in+ 
treews, &ec. ronfido m Deo , qm dixie Petrie” © 

accipeerts , qnee perſeveraveres pulſans, non extbes 

vacuns. Ferum ;.cun te nobts reddiderts plenum 

gretia © charicate , nec petercs , Spirutm fervens, 
as ſermnlare munns acceptum Cc. poterss & wpſe 

veraciter proteflars : Introduxit me Rex un cellam 

vinariem-- nec omne donum, quamvis Spirituale, 

prodive dixerim de cells vinaria-- yed fs quis orans- 
do obtineat mente excedere m 14 Divi arcam-; 

onde mox redeat divine amore vehementiſirme 

flagrans , er eftuans juſtit1e Jelo. nec non er 1 
runs ſpreitnaltbus (fudiys & officus perntminng 

fervens,, va vt poſtir dicere : concaturr ror meu 
intre me , er inmeditatrombus meas exardefcit 
12nise-" Is plane in cellam-non m;rno perbibebitur- 
VIndriam 


wInariam introifſe. Cum enum doe-fint bedte en. 


templarions exceſſus': in infellefiu unus , 07: alto 


| - 014, 66:16, 46i5 38 lunmine, alter tn fervore— pitch 


CXRXVI, its . The ſame Farh er elſwhere + I diſcourſing 


ſane. dj;etus:, or. peftus amore calens & ſands 
deverionts infuſio., erram e* vehements Spuritus 


-** replerms. Jebo, nen'plane alironde quan. & cells 
- Vinartd reporiatuvre : | ; 


3 


* In Cant. of Contemplation, vpon thewords Jnrroduxiu ms 


Serm. 23. 


Rex mm cellariaſueipeaks thus of himſelf afte# 


Cant. 1:4+ nis Apology labantre deputaudum non eſſe quod 


FSerm, 


In lorum pandebat profetius.-- Eft locus ( faith 


67-46 ) vbz vere quaeſcens, & quietus eernmitur Deus, 


Joes fponſi; equi mb quidem.( nam de als 


'peſc 0) plane cubrculum fit , fi, quando in ilunk 


rentigernt introduct; ſed hew, rara hora, C3 parus 
Mmora.--( and cl{[wbere, Fortafſe me hora quadems 
ſed bore dimidium ) -» Dixi Me cp, remafe 


. ſe ſunt imgqmates.. & quorum telta ſunt peccatsy 


cum ſubitd tanta milu quoque' de me ſuborts fie 
duce & infuſa letitia-eft , quantus certe -- tn.los 
co (ecunde wviſioms non proceſſerat t1mor , -u4 ot 
mihi viſus.ſum vnus ex Hs beatus efle. 0 foduve 
raſſet | tterum , uterumque viſita me Domane i 
ſalutari tuo &KC..In hoc arcanum & mm hoe Sans 
Auarium' Des. Si:quem forte veſirum alique hors 
fe rapt contigertt , Vt MINImeAvocer aut perturbet 
wel, ſenſns egens, wel cure pungens., vel culps 
mmordens, vel ea certe ,que difficilius amoventur, 
arruentia imaginum corporearum. phantaſmata', 


- poterit quz deru hic , cum ad nos redienr, gloriars 


XXXVII. 


3 dicere. Introduxit me Rex- im cnubuulum 


ſuum. 


*Serm.74.: Again * ueating of the viciſlitudes of the 


coming 
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| bring and departing ot the Spoule on thote 


Words Cant. '2b-- Reverrete dilefte mi , fomilis 
#fto taprers &c. tie modeſtly declares his own 

erience in theſe matters; and, how in {uch 
heavenly viſitations he was affc@ed , after he 


had thus in his former Sermon * engaged his *Seit.73- 


promiſe concerning it-- Ego , qureqiud uitud eff 
quod it me de bujuſmods experins donaram eft, c9- 
ram elequi non verebor. Nam * 5 vile forſitan, 
tum fueru didirum , ex defpicabile videarur, non 
mes refert ; quia q'1 ſprritualss eſt non me deſÞr- 
tiers qu tninss , non me intelliget. Artamen ff 
in «lm iftud Sermonem ſervavero, forte non 
deerunt , qin'edificentur in 15 , gue exoratue in- 
terim , Diomanus anfpurabir , Sponſus Eccleſia, Teſus 
Chriftiis : 1o S:. tm. 54. then, he proceeds thus. 
Auditt me ramen heminem , quu loqut trepidat, 
& tacere non poreſt, which it ſeems by the words 
following he {poke nor without Tears--- 
Nunc . ſuſtinete modicium a mſiptentia mee. 
Volo dice e ( nam ww hoc pattus ſum ) quomode me- 
Dur agitur wn equſmods. Non expedir quidem, ſed 
prodat ſane , vt proſim.-- Fateor & mibi adven=- 
taſſe verbum; im infipientis dico, & pluries. Cum- 
que [epinus intraverit ad me , non ſenſi altquoties 
cum mntravit. Adeſſe ſenſs , affuiſſe record'y, in« 
terduni ex preſentire potmi introzrum equs. {entire 
Punquen ; (ed ; ne exitum quidem. Nam unde n 
aniniam meam venerit , quove abierit denue eams 
dimittens : ſed & qua vel introtertt , vel extertt, 
etiam nunc gnorare me fateor * ſicundum illud ; 
neſtw, onde Veniat aut quo vadat.--> Query 1f1- 
fur, cum 14 fint omnino inveſtigabiles vie er4, 
wnde adefſe nerim? (then going on he — 
ne 


Joah. 3. 8. 


p 3 
6% T he. Roman Church:s 
the-admirable efteRts of theſe viſits. ) Fiuum 
£7 efficax eſt , moxque vt iwus ventt , expergefer 
cit, dormitantem 4numanm meam; movit £3 nol- 
livit ; vulneravit cor menm..- Cepit qupque evel. 
lere, deftruqre, edificare C7: plantare , rigare 
«rida , tenebreſa illumimaxe &c. its. vs beneducer 
yet 4124 mea Domino ,, £7 0mNnid que entre me 
ſunt ,/ non: ſanfto equi, ; ltd rgituy iwtrens ad me 
aliqueries verbum Spon ſus, nullis vnquem ttrke 
gum ſunm mndicys innoteſcere fecut ,nou voce, ug, 
ſpecre , non anceſſn.' Nulls denique. ſu matihus 
compertum eft miha , nullis meis ſenſibus hapſun 
penetralibus mes : tantum ex motu cords , ficut 
prefarue ſum , incel}ix1 preſentiam £jus , ith 
Hes omnia, ubt abſceſerat verbum , perinde ac. fi 
yaa bullients ſubſtraxerit event »  quedams alice 
languere ter { pa & frgide jacere WeAprunt: At- 
que hoc mah: ſignum abſceſcionts equs, 5 trifis ih 
neceſſe eft anuma mea donec uterum revertatyr ; ; ſax 
lito recalleſcat cor meum intra me , 1dque ſit res, 
verfronss imducium. Tale ſane expermenrum de 
Yerba habens , quid mirum ſi ex ega vſurpo-vorem 
Spenſe, in revecande illud, cum ſe abſentaverit,.n 
Et hag qro., vt non vacuum, veniat ; ſed plenum, 
gratie 67 veritatus, more utique ſuo , ficut hers 65%, 
nudinug tertine, 

See the cffcs of this viſit of the. Spouſe | 
deſcribed much what in the ſame manner 
Serm. 69.-- $1 ſenſers aperiri mihi. ſenſum vi 
mtelligam Scripturss , aut ſermonem. ſaptentie, 
quaſs ebullire ex mtimn , aut infuſs lumme deſa-, 
per revelari myſteria, aut certe expands mihi que+ 

fi quoddam largiſrmum cali gremum, © vhes, 
raores de ſurſum infinere anime meditatuonum im. 
bres, 
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bres , non atnbigo Spohiſum adeſſe. Again ; ſce 
ſach ſigne of his coming Serm. z1.-- 1gnis an- 
re ipſum preceder. Plal. 96. z.-- Oportet namque 
ut Santi Deſideris ardor pravemat faciem equs 
ad omnem animan , ad quam eft ipſe venturus:-- 
Et tunc ſeit atuma , quomam- fuxta eft Dominus , 
cum ſe ſenſerit uIts 1gne ſuccenſam , & dixens 
cum Prophera ; De excelſo miſit 1gnem im ofsibus 
meis &# erudivit me. Et illud , Concaluit cor 
mewn mtrs me , Cf 1m meditatione mea exardeſ- 
cit ignh, And fee the attendance that oughr 
fo be given ro it Serm,” 17.-- Quknde venar , 
vel quando valat , 1d plant ptriculoſiimie 1onora- 
tur. Cum enitn ba Sdnfh Spiritus circa nos diſe 
penſatorie quidem viciſitudines vigilantiſume 
non obſervantur , fit , vt nec abſentem deſideres , 
nec preſentem glorifices.-- Vigulandum proinde, &5 
vigilandun omni hors, quia neſcimus qua hors 
Spirits venturus fit , ſew iterum abiturus : It, £&* 
redit Spiritia.-- Ef hat alternare vices non ceſſat 
in his qui Spiritnalts ſunt , vel ques potiies ſpuru- 
fuales proinde ih creare intendit , viſitans dilie 
culd, &* ſubito probans. And indeed it may 
be obſerved of the Apoſtles themſelves , that 
they had extraordinary acceſſes, and excita- 
rions of che Holy Ghoſt at certain times mo- 
re, then ar others: ( As likewiſe the Prophets 
before them were alfo extraordinarily moved 
by the Spirit only at Certain times; ) As aps» 
pears Act. 4. 8. and zr. ( much whar like that 
AR.'2. 2. the place ſhaken with the ſame Spi- 
rit. ) 7. $5-=- 13. 9.-- 17. 16.-- 18. 5. 25.+- Lu. 
I: 4 07.--2.27% | 

See this Grace alſo copiouſly defcri- 
H 1j bd 


6 "The Rownn Charchs' 


bed i» Scals Clanftrals ; And &e-vits ſalitqria 


VE. 30 


| om fi non. efſer cam modicum, Reptum. 


44 Fratres de Monte be, by S. Bernard; or who: 
| ever was the Author of them 1» Seals c. 4.54. 
ay in center ionibus ('faich he ) aviqe «dvocag. 


[penſu ; Daominus autem medium Orarwonis cure 


um encerrumpens feſtinus engerat ſe, Co amma 
defpderancs feſtinus vccurrit , celeftu rare 'dulceds- 


ns tareumfuſs, &c. - Br ſicue in quibuſdam car- 


malibus officers anima adey vincftur earnali concne 


Piſeeritia qued omnen vſuns rations amutit, Of 

fr homo quaſi ret carnalis , ua merity in hat ſi fie 
perna  contemplarione 073 conſymuntur C7 abſors, 
bentur carnales morus ab anima, vt in nullo care 


Spirits contradicat-, er frat homo quaſi torus fpt-. 


ratualiy.-- Then ſpeaking of the Sighs, and 
Tears, dwuferores r ſuper mel & favum , which'in 
the great alrerations, dilatings , and impailfes 


of the Heartplentifully flow in ſuch ſuperna» 


eucall viſits and the dificulry -rq expres 
how in thele the Soul-is -affeted,- Sed quid 


| ( faith he) bujw/mods ſecrets collequig prefermet 


9 pdblecune: ? Cur meffabiles &- inerrabiles 'a;jes 
79 verbs communibus conamur exprimere 2g- 

errs falta non intelligunt , nfs ea exprofs1ns lev 
gant in libro experten;te , quos ſa docer nfiv, 
And thien again, laments the 7 x oftheir 
ſtay-- Qnomeds remanee anime Spiritue ſantts fre- 
Vore diſcedente.-- Bonum erat noby bit efſe.-' Sed 
1am dicut fponſus , dimitte me 8c, Yenit- (0 fpow- 


ſa) ad conſolationem; recedit ad cautelant,ne ma- 
Lnitude tenſolationss extollar- tecn-- Hane anteus | 


gratiam cut vile, eo grande vulr fþ ſpon(as tribuiz. 
As hefaithel{where* - 0 quam jucundum fents- 


A oaln 


is, 


F) 
i 
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_ »+Again-of the ſame things in his. Tr«a#. De $. 

Fita:Solitaria ad Eratres de Monte De#*he (peaks XXXVINI 
ia this manner-- Dilefte Des aliquands. wiciſ: F Pp. 1045+ 
ſim lumen queddam vultxs Det. oftendicur., ficut: 


lumen , clauſym uw manihw..patet, ex later , ad. 
arburruum tenentys: ut per hoc quad quaſi 4 france. 
curſs,, vel rn. punto permugirur vdert , inardeſ-. 
car animms 4d plenam poſſeſuonem lumims. grerns, 
& bereduratemplene vfronts Deg + cus. ut innotef< 
eat aliques tenm 1d , quod, es. deeſt , nonnunquans. 


| quaſe pertraſiens gratis perſtringue ſenſum amenia 


& Sripee ipſum ſibt, C3 rapit an diem qus eſt ; 4 
tummy rerum ad gaudiae filentis : & pro module. 
ſus ad monzentun, ad punitum , 1d wſum often» 
dens ex videnduns ficurt eſt, interim ettam & ifs 
ſum efficie m 14ipſum , vt fit ſue mods ſieut illyd 
eft. '( Hcre we find the Myſticall language. ) 
Fbs cum didicertt , quid. interfit inter mundum 
& mmunduw, redditur fibs , © remittitur ad 
wWerndendim: cor, ad viſionem &c.-- And before 


&. --/nrellefus . vero. cogrtantis efficityr contem *Col1043 


pletio amantis ;&, formans illud in quaſdam ſþi- 
retuwelis wel divine Snavitatis experientids , «f;- 
BIe ex es acre cogitantys, ullud vero efficitur gau- 
dium fruents , &* tunc de Deo bene coprigtur ſe- 
cundum bumanum mpdum } ſi. ramen cogitatio 
dicenda eſt, vbi nul cogat , nec coguur, ſed tantum 
ods 1n memoriam abundantie ſuauitatis Des 
extlratur , jubilatur &c.-- Sed modus hic cogs- 
fands de Dev non.eft in arbitrio_coputantis,, ſedan 
Hratza donants ; ſcilicer , cum Spiritus Santtus , 
qui ub: unlt firat, quanda vult & quomeds unlt, 


& quibus vult , in hoc aſpirat. Sed homanis oft 


qugier. preperare.cor , voluntatem .expediends. ab 


affe- 


6. XXXIK 


| $.3. 
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affettonibus «liens. Thrus that Holy*'Man hiph- 
ly experienced in Spirituall marcers,” © 
Mean while, as to our lelves , and our 
higheſt endeavours, and ambirions in Prayer, 
Tra, ;, I faay fay wich Sanz Sophia *-- Xl our perfe- 
$. 4+ C. 6. fron confSftt i# 4 ffare of love , and an entire con. 


formity ts the Divine will. There are therfore 
in'a Spirituall life no ſtrange novelties, or 
Fender pretended td ( on our fide, ) Drome love 
3s all. A for the manner of exerciſing this i thoſe 
nearer approaches that are made to rhis fountain 
of Betty ond tight im Paſurve omons , ( that is, 
where God'in' vs ſeems the chief or only 
Agent.) wrimnſft( as it goes oft there ) contens 
ourſelves 10 heare theſe ſpeak of i! that have had 


fame experidice in 18 and , if what they ſay be 


incomptcheaſible ro vs, we ought nor ro honder 
at ut: For f as it follows $.6..) the nternall ata. 
tions in the Souls of the PerfeF, (that is, in theſe 
ſupernaturall divine communications ) are fo 
mexplicably ſwbnle and pure , that expertente it 
ſelf dath not ſufficiently enable them 'to give an 
antelligible account of them, Theſe things rher- 
fore Santts Sophis confeflerh hard ro be vn- 
derſtood by the experienced,as well as its Ad- 
verſary. Neither could he juſtly pirch vpon 
theſe, as the chief, or only, Devorion raughr 


in the Church of Rome, whenas ir is there 
raughr, thar chele are not at all in the powet 
of our Devotions; but beſtowed when, and 


ro What perſons , and for what duration, God 
pleaſerh. And, in them, as there is much thar 
proclaims the honourof Gods Church, and 


of fuch Saints, So whar is there that oppoſeth 
the 


tt Mita. AS it. Att. FI lids a. at —__ —_ "I " —"Y 
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the Reaſonablencs: of Ghijftian Religion ? 
For ,. this; I hope ,.is noi Reaſonable, ;thax 
pothing in Religion may be. above) Reaſon 
and ſomthings = ,thar arc less eaſy to be 
vnderſtood , arc therforg ta, be received with 
admiration xather, thep {corne; It the Cheyrch 
Peeks miſdome ay the Perfet, may the ime» 
perfe& blame her for.this? And max they pre- 
{rely charge her with madness, as Feſtus did 

« Paul, for ſpeaking things they. vnderſtgod 
not2 If the immenſe Goodnes of Gudis plea- 
{cd, x@ communicate. ſuch ſupernaturall fa- 
vourzandcareſſes , and conſolations to thoſe 
who haye weaned themſelves from all other 
Creatures for his love , the over. joyed Soul 


cannot. bur ſpeak of the things the {ces, of 


him, and hears from him, and declare. his 
wongrous,, works. , avg endeavour. alle. a5 
much. a5 the can to, render her nejghbours 
pacrakgrs of the fame; Agdyifiths Wig men, 
and Philofophers of qhis world ſhall call this 
Fararreame', and Genting, BrenTy , avd hrs of 
Melanchaly. &c. yer the Church will ftili. prey 
claim:thgf{e Honours done her by his Diving 
Majeſty, ; and mſdewe with be juſtified of her 
Children, - ER — 


” & vet , SHIES , $ 03] 


"Read in Generall, 1 address now my 
{elf more particulacly to this Authors 
Diſcourſe.,'on this $ubjc& in his 4, cha+ 
ter, $, 15. apd i6 from Vage.325. rop. z343-I9q 
which 1. baye confined my ſelf, becauſe fo 
much only cars of this Argument. And os 

_— py (3s rn1s 
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The Roman{hurd's _ 
chis part I hall only make ſome ſhort Re- 
inatke:whete it fectrs neceſſary ; leaving the 
Reader ; ( for avoiding rediouſntss) to apply 
thern to the DoRours words. OOO 


0 dhnparys OO 
an vnjuſt cbarge (as 
appcates, befotc$F. 26; &c.) without proofs. 
217 So myftitall e- unineetligible & way &c. 
-- The Churches dire@ions for Prayer ate fo 
plain, and way 1p as the pradtice of ther 
ath advanced infinireSouls even'of rhe wea- 
Ker and tess leatned Sexe to very great Perfe- 
Rion and Sanity : The obſcure expreſſions, 
which are culled here our of Catholick Books 
are in the context joyned with others, that , 
according to the quality of the.matter, ſufhi- 
ciently explain rhem. And the Readetis here 
dealt withall, as if in a Diionary one ſhould 
cancel}. or hide the language vnderſtood 3 
and then perſwade vs,we can make no vic of 
fuch an vn-intelligible Book : To Know the 
truth of which 1 wiſh any piously diſpoſed 
Proteſtant, ( vpon occafion of this conteſt, ) 
would butrcad ſome of the Churches books 
vf Devotion. I 'doubr nor-ſtuch would be fo 
far from complaining of their ob{curity , as 
to be rather much cxcired to praRile their ex- 
cellenc lefſons. _ 4 17,” Oo IP 
 Zeaving the Scriptures Ce The Holy 
Scriptures do warrant, and fecure the Chnr- 
ches common Dofrines and Riles of Deve- 
t10n ; Neither can any of thefe be ſhewed dil- 
ſonant-from ; or contrary to them: provided, 
both be rightly vaderſtood. Only 1 _ c = 
| urc 
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Church may be excuſcd, tor nut ſhowing ail 
the words perhaps ſhe vſeth in her writings 
of Devotion to be in Scripture z as well as the 
Nicene Fathers , for not {hewing -o40x9105 
there. | + 

LO Reply to page.z26. BY 
* That butter enemy of theirs called Reaſon &c, 


This Author is a great Common Rraſon g,XLM1. 


Man; andotten appcals, and ſummons vs to 
the Barr of Reaſon; and would periwade, that 
the Religion of Catholicks is no. Reaionable 
Religion. Bur it is noted ( which is ſome pre- 
Judice ro him and his party) that all Herericks 
fare always done the like. Nay. it is alfo 
"Clear, that they cannot do otherwife, For, 
"ſince a cayfe muſt be defended eit her by Au- 
-thoxiry or Reaſon, ( for who will at ovce 
.sfront-both rheſe? )-whilſt chefe men do op- 
- poſe the one, they are driven-co pretend the 
x other, . To clear this matter}, 1 (uppoſe by 
* RealoHn is not meant here-meerly arguing , or 
, reafoning : for this is, ard muſt be, vſed 
-cqually en: all (ides,, on all Subjccts , cither 
\ when wee diſpute for, or :gainit Reaſon. 
"Here then muſt be mean'r, rhe Narurall Prin- 
. Ciples of Reaſon that Cacholicks ar* enemies 
"to. And, contrarily, Catholicks affirm , thar 
neither they, nor.their Religion maintains 
.( rhough indeed many things above, yet) any 
- thing contrary to, true-Reafon ;or- any iruc 
Principle thereof. For y one verum omnt vero 
 confoner ? Bur norwithſtanding firſt they con- 
| tend, that many things in Religion may ſeem 
contrary to the beſt Argumenrs which we 
I have 
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have from {ceming Reaſon, or from the ſee- 


ming Principles thereof ; and ſo,that ſeemin 
Reaſon (for, truc,all things conlidered,never 


can do ſo) dictates one thing to vs, and Reli-. 


vion , or Divine Revelation , another : and, 
that here all ſeeming contrary Reaſon , I add, 
or allo ſenſe whatever, isto yield to an vn- 
doubted Revelatis : and the certarnty of Such 


Revelation, only, is abundantly ſufficiepr to” 


proue the contrary to be no true Princyple of 
Reaſon, nor true information of Senſe, And 
nothing is more Reaſonable then this ; be- 
cauſe Gods Revelation carries alſo the Divine 
Reaſon (if I may ſo ſay ) or knowledge along 
with it ; which-is above man's. 2+ Ca- 
tholicks affirm, that, as many things in Re- 
ligion- are contrary to ſeeming Reaſon ; (o 
many go above or beyond the latitude, or 
capacity of Reaſon. In which though our 
Realpn apprehends that theſe things are ſo, 


chey are propoſed to itzand apprehended alſo 


ſome Motives, why, in prudence, it may be- 


lieve them ro be ſo; yet from its own Princi- | 


ples it cannot comprehend , why, or how, 


they are ſo: Nor can diſcover any ſuch things. 


by its own light. Anmaly homo non _— . 
que ſuns Spiritus Det ; fiultitia enim 1 


7 poteſt intelligere , quia Spiritualiter examinan- 
* 1. Cor.2. tur. *- Non mults ſapientes &C.-» Per fidems am- © 
14.--1.26.- bylamus , ex non-per ſpecrem 3-- In Captrvitatem 
*—OF-J37* xedigentes incelleftum, im objequinm Chrifti, And - 
: S. Auſtin's- Chriſttanus ſum ; Credo , quod 'neſ=, 
* De Trt- 640, * arc paſſages here worthy this Authors*' - 

berter conhideration.. + I CILIEEC BST bo 
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nitate., 
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. More liable ro fall inro the dotages &c.Perſons $. LXIV. 
of a temper naturally more diſpoſed co Reli- 
gion are alſo, in a f{peciall manner diſpoſed 
ro Fear, Humility , and Obedience , and tuch 


as they arc moſt inclined to, ſo if remaining 


Q 


in the Catholick Church,they are {uf cicney 
ſecured in, following the conduct of their 
Spiritual Guidcs , from all miſcarriages jn 
Religion ; from Superſtion , Enthuſtilme , 
&c. Mean while, to tell men char the 
devoutly inclined are apr to fall inro Super- 
ſtition , or Enthuſtalme , whar is it, bur mw 
dererre them from Devotion ; and 7s quence: 


the Spirit 2 
Is in the ve of the greateſt Reaſon &c, 


The 


condudt of Gods gpirie, is another thing then 
the ve of naturall Reſon and Prudence. It 


conliſts well with ir,indeed- ; bur not 


10 it. 


And many times alfo our ſeemingly greateſt 
Reaſon and Prudence guide vs ina way quite 
contrary to the Spirir, Therfore ſaid the A- 
poltle- Fides noſtra non eft in ſaptentia hommnumn, 


ſed im wirtute, ( or if you will Spirits ) Ds" Cor... 


And- Qued ftultum eft Des ſapientins eft homint- 


Hs. 


The deſign of that Church, 8c. 


Sets 


non metuunt introducere,blaſphemantes.l feare a 
ſevere account, (withour a Retraction of this) 2.Pcr. : »-; 
will one day be required for making here the 
Church Catholick , for ſo many ages betorc 
Luther , not only .ro have vradtifed erro- 
neouſly , but to have deſigned fo wickedly, a5 
to.conſpire againſt che rue prattiſe of Chriſtia - 


nity, as athing found contrary to ber intereſt : 


1 ij 


0 


mw} » th 
I.4heff :, 
19, 


I.COTF.2 9. 


C. XL\% 


Et 


Of which Church choſe, who lived then ſaid 
in their creed.- Credo vnam , Sandtem , Catbols- 

cam , Eccleſiam. 

Reply to page 327. ? 

Keepeng the Bible out of the hands, 8c. The 
KOs $97 Holy Scriptures are not Kept our ofthe hands 
ofany ſuch perſons of what condition {oever, 
as their Spiritual Superiours and -Confedors, 
who are acquainted with their Comſcicnces, 
do conceive , may receive more benefit, rhen 
huct by reading them. Butthele, meanwhile, 
( as ſad experience ſhzws, ) are; berter with- 
held from all ſuch , who ſeem. felf-wiſe , dis- 
obedient, not well-contented and ned, 
in all matters difficyle , and cantrowerted 


there , to ſubmir to the Churche's judg- 


| Tedious and ceremonious Way of externall De- 
$. XLVI. ,,ztjon, &c. _ Here wee hear, ontheone 


fide, that the Churches long and weremontous 

external Devotions are 45 dull, andodld, us the 

7 earth it ſeif : on the other, that ber Mental 
"7 Prayer , QAbftrefties, Ineraverſion &c. endsevtber 
in Enthuſie/me , or Madness.-+ Cantevitally, 

Cr non ſaltant ; lamentavir ex non plorant ; Be- 

cauſe theyare like froward children, out of 

love with Devotion z and neverto be plea- 

ſed. By this redious and ceremonious way of 

external Devotion: 4s dull and cold 45 the earth 

it ſelf, I conceive, is cither meant rhe Chur- 

ches Litwrgy , far which we know, fince the 

grear complaints of it in Cramwcls time:, 

that there ar© many among Proreſtanvs 

that are no hearty-Friends, and which theRe- 
formation 
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fotmation- indeed, r0- her great loss ,.harh 
much abridged ; or he . means the Formes.of 
vocal Prayer that axeofren iterated, foro gon- 
tiaue the Devotians:of ſych peeſons ., as can- 
norread: Both of theſe molt Pirgdently ,. and 
piously ordered. And, what humble-perſon, 
would not extolland reverencethe ludgment 
and Authority of- the Church: of ſo: many 
Ages ?. 14 In62 6 oo 

” hey commend Abſtrattednes of fe ; mental 


Prayer ; Paſuve uUnyan &c. : Terms of Art , $. XLVII. 


. invented tor cxpreſſiug Comrhing cempen- 


diously and in one word, which before was 
exprelſed byCircumlocutions,and 1g many, 8 
Freely indulged in all otherArts and Scicnces, 
I ſce noReaſon , why they may nor allo be 
current in Myfticall Theology, or in this Divine 
Art of Prayer. To colle& here: together 
{ that may not in every page be troubled 
wich them.) all' the hard or vniac<lligible 
Termes here Complained of in the Roman 


Devotion, and which are ſaid * muſt , exther., 
end an Enthufiaſme , or Madness; and again. p. 


335. that they muſt be left to be underſtood by mad 
men, and praftiſed , by fools ) they are either 
Termes deſcribing the Divine Favours recei- 
vedin Prayer ; or deſcribing the exerci/e it ſelf 
of Prayer, and Devotion. Of the firſt kind 
are theſe, Paſive YVnions.; Divine mattions ; 4 
Super: eſſentiall Life of the Soul 5 Derformury; Det- 
ficaruon ; the Fund , or Depth ;, the Apex , or Su- 
preme point , of the Soul , ar Spirit 5 Aſpirations , 
and Eleverrons of the Superior Will, the Nothing - 
ness of the Creature ; God himſelf ,nothing that, 


or 70 


P+ 372- 
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or no ſuch thing 4s , any Creature # ; Divine 1n- 
ſprrations , new Revelations. | 

Of the latrep theſe : Mental Prayer , Abſtra- 
Alien of life ; 4 figte of introverſion ;, Self Anni- 
hilation ; unknowing our ſelves , unknowing God 
Removing {mages of God, Images of the Creatures, 
an Attve and 4 contemplative flate of Prayer. 
Theſe are. the, vnintelligible words thar I 
could find in theſe pages ; perhaps, if I have 
miſſed ſome, I may mect with them in paſſing 
along. - Now it is ſtrange , that this 
Author, who in the Book where he found 
theſe words: muſt find allo the cxplications 
of them , would not give the Reader ,the one 
with the other, I ſhall run over them in the 
order they lye, and ſupply this defe& of his 5 
bur very briefly, ro any Ingenuous Reader, 
for molt of them, ir ſeems labour loſt. 

; Paſſive Ynuns are ſufficiently explai- 
| ned Wo 30. 31. called Paſve, * —_— 
Aa Sophia When herein a Soul contemplates God , ſhe 
3. Treat.p, may not be ſaid in ſome fort Aﬀtive ; bur, Be- 
243-266. cauſe, when God # pleaſed ſo gractouly to commu. 

mecate himſelf to be Soul , the Soul ts taken out 

of ber own diſþoſall, and doth and muſt ſee and think 

only what God will have her , and crhy no longer 

then bu geod pleaſure u ſuch. Neither can any dif- 

pofetrons or preparations that the Soul can vſe , al> 

faredly procure it, Thus Santta Sophia explains 

this word ; And the Expreſſion is (ecured by 

ans has ſuch like Scriprure language-- Qu: Spirits Des 
Gal. 2. 20. Aguntur-- Not [live , but Chrift in me,--- Not 
Cor.15.10. 1 work, , but the Grace of God which # with me,-=.. 
_ 10. Not ye that peak, but the Spirit of your Ferns on 
: | | that 
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that peaketh in you. So.the Spirit ; that is in vs, 
aid to intercede for vs with groanes vnutterable, 
So the Naturall ations of S. Pauls Soul ſeem 
wholy ſuſpended, when.ic knew not io much, 
as whether it was zn ,'or' our of the Body. Hiero- 
theus ( faith S. Dionyſus Arcopag. *)was not 


only ae but miwym 2H All the Diuinein-yiq nome 
fAuences admir degrees : and the Soul is ſaid m. c. 2. 


ro be more Paſſive as the Holy Spirit is more 
operative : andſo, in it's ſtrongeſt and moſt 
extraordinary workings, the Soul is hindred 
at leaſt from refleQing on it's own ation, 8& 
ſcems to .it ſelf not to at at all : as in a great 
intention of the Mind, the ations ot our 
ſenſes, what we then ſee or hear, are nor art 
all obſerved. Divine InaFion is, in plain En- 
gliſh, the ating of God, or his Spicitin vs, 
which, in the perfect is more extraordinary , 
ſenſible, and manifeſt. 

. A Supereſſentiall life of the Soul; Supereſ- 
ſentiall is a compolir ( as allo many other 
words with vmy added to them ) vſed much 
by Dionyſtus Areopag : or the Ancient Au- 
thor of thole woilodaaifieg no more then 
Superlative ; a life of the Soul much advan- 
ced by Gods Spirit above ir's naturall opera- 
tions and apprehenſions. Deiformity 
and Derfication are words not of late only bur 
Anciently vſed; fignifying an vnzon with God 
notin Eſſence , but by Grace ; and thjs vnion 
ſtill more intimate, as the Grace more ex- 
traordinary : ſecured by like Scripture lan- 
guage. For Derforme-- Renewed to the Image of 
our Creator- Changed into the Image of our Lord-- 

| Trans- 
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Ooh. 3-16: Tranforined by the renemmy of wor Mind. Fot 
, wits X Derfocation Partakers of the Prvine Nature and of 
wor 31" tbe Ptrters of: the furuwre World:-- The Lord and 
Heb. 6. 4. #0, wede_one Sporit-- Filed with all the fulness 
5. - 2. Pet. of God &c.. And, if any of theſe may be com-' 
I. 4+--1- municaccd ro the leweff ranke 'of Gods Jainrs, 
Bol. # = the less miay the Myſticks be blamed for »p- 
79: plyingthem ro the higheſt; a0d moſt perfet, 
The reaſon of the Mytticks viing fomerimes: 
the exprefiiomofrhe Deprh , Fund (: that is in 
plait Englifhake Borrom y) or Apex;the Su- 
preme Porn (or top ,) of rhe Soul, or Spurer, 
(-rhat-is the anvermef 5 or the higheſt » Part of 
#6. zo. the Soul; is mentioned before, * viz. a dou- 
\ ble motion, obſerved by 1he experienced , ini 
rhe Soul,” in Gods communicating his more 

ſpecial \'Preſtnce , and more extraordinary 

Graces tor, (as itis in Exrafies, and' Rapts , 

. or inferiour Tranſports fomwhar wer = 
thereof ; ): eirher one» ward, or one Ypward. 

*Pf. 64:7. We find in Scripture* Cor atiam-- and Bxceſ- 
wr ; — ſm menty-« and Herght1,and Depths, of Love, 
Pe anſwering thofe ; and this Author may find' 
inthe Common Prayer Book r A finner re-' 

pencing from rhe berrom of hi heart and that 

13, of his Soul: and what more vſuall, ther 

ro ſay; Man in paſſion ( and this Holy Love 

is ſuch) isttatisported 4bove, beyond, beſide; 
himſelf? yer ſome Myſtick's there are, who 

vie Fund, to express the lower and affeive 

parr of the Soul, and Apex Sprritus,to express 

the Superior, and IntelleQtive. * However 

the impropriety of a termy may be excuſed , 
wherethe explication of ir prevents miſt:Kes. 

Superior 
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Superior TutelleF and Will are School-terms 
called fo from the Supernaturalness, and ſu- 

limity of the obje@&, ro which ſome ations 
of theſe Facultics are direed. 


Nothingness of the Creatureis an expreſſion of 5: XLIX. 


zr's extreme liclenes compared withGodzAnd, : 
ifhebe.all in all;and 7am;be a name that none 

but himſelf can claim; this will carry ir,thar, 

in ſorae ſcnſe they are narbung & that they are 

wot ; It is no hard matter, to hew the Apoſtle 
__ , that Man is nothing. 1f 4 man think 

bins/elf ſomehung , when he © nathing. Gal. 6. 3.+ 

The planter and the warerer both nathing 1, 

Cor. 3.7. And,7Things that are not- 1.Cor. 1.18. 
Bur the Myſtick's noching chiefly is 3 when 
we think them as nothing ; & ſo, chink no» 
thing.of them ; as the.greater Saints ſtil] db 
less. Again there is a nothingzess that may be 
afticmed of God alſo,in reſpett of his being no- 
thing that the Creature, or'any thing that we 
know , is ; and whoſe Being, as yet, is better 
apprehended by vs negatively, and by what 
he zr net, removing all the natures and imper- 
fections of Greatures from him ; then-politi- 
vely , and by afticming what he is, of whom, 
nathing that man doth, or can, apprehend , 
hath the leaſt Similirude.S. Dionyſies is much 
in this ; and ſo fince him the Myſticks. And 
the ſumm is. 1. to inſtru vs; Thar, for ob- 
raining ſuch an vnion with God, in a more 
ſpecial preſence thereof ro devour Souls in 
Prayct, we need not frame to our (elves any 
euripus Ideas of him who is incomprehenſible; 
and that the less we labour with rhe lncellect 
Pate L tO 


74 The Roman Church's: 


ro do:this, the benter ; andthe less hindrance 
ro Devotion 5 but rather we are to-contem- 
plate him by Faith , as the moſt beatifying 
 obje& of our Love, and.containing in him 


 --. all PerfeRion z and to be contented with ſuch 


-a.generall confuſed, obſcure notion of him , 
-- as: this life affoords. 2. and allo to (ignify, 
that rhe nearer any-one, in ſuch high con- 
templation., is admitred to a fuller light of 
his Perfefions and Beauty , the more ſtill they 
are dazled and darkned, with his light 5 and 
are less able to express , what they ſee : The 
.more alſo a Creature becoms vile vnto them: 

and as his greatness more appears to any one, 
the more their Smelness or Nothingness : As 
at the farther diſtance , we arc rembved from 
any thing, the less till ir ſhews to vs, & at 
laſt quite vaniſheth. | 

. -- Divine Infpiratiens ; or Illuminations and 
Infufions of, the Holy Spirit , enlightening 
the vnderſtanding with a right apprehenſion 

andjudgment of things, and inſpiring into- 

the Will holy defires , and-ſuch as are acceps. 
table ro God, and conformable vnto his wi 

ſurely rhis Author will not deny, :Thele are. 
frequently: petitioned for in -the -publick- 

Prayers of the Church, Catholick , and Pro-! 

reſtant;1 dare not ſpend long time in-proving: 
them,leaſt-I ſhould incurr the: cenſare below 

p- 338, Only 1 wonder how they came to be 
put here amongſt .non-intelljgibles. -- Muſt 
nothing be-ackowledged , and allowed , that. 
Fanaticks pretend to 2? For new. Reves 
Litzons ſee what hath bin ſaid before $. 4+ and 

ler 
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ler the Scriptures be conſidered , that are 
cited F. 24.- If any thing be revealed to another, 
let the firſt hold bis peace. And Every one of you , ©. ., 
bath « Revelation : And the Apoſtle's praying zo.and :« « 
for the Ephcſtans- That Gad would gave vnfo Eph. 1. 17. 
them the Spirit of wiſdome and Revelation , for &c+c-3-16-, 
« opening the cyes of their vnderſtanding ; ** 

* and to comprehend the breadth,and length, 
and depth, and height of the love of Chrift 
&c.--To which Scripcures may be added: the 
place of Saint Auſtin , when going to write 
of the Trinity, * -- 5: quid aurem aliter ſapioj * De Tri. 
id quoque mils ipſa revelabit , five per -occultai nin. c, z. 
$6 9g" admonstones five-per manifeſts 
eloquia ſua, &c,-- And:ſo, Confell. lib. 11. c: 

22, About the meaſuring of time=- Zxarſit 
(faith he) animms mens neſſe iſtud implicatiſss- 
mum engme. Nols claudere Domine Deus , not 
claudere deſiderie meo 14. If it be asked, whar 
are, or may be, the Subjects of ſuch new Re- 
velations ? 1 anſwer. All matters concerning 
cither an Orthodox Faith, or an holy life ; 

All the Preceprs , and Counſells of - Perfe- 

Qion, already delivered in the Goſpel] ; bur 
theſe extended and applied, to ſeverall parti- 
culars, wherin we cannot otherwiſe withour 
{uch new light be ſo certainly guided, ſuch 
new illuſtrations, and influences of the Holy 
Spirir often producing in' vs a firmer aſſent, 
and a greaxer affeRion to them ; Shewing Di- 
vine Myſteries more clearly and profoundly; 

Prefling Chriſtian Duties more cthcaciously; - 
InſtruQting vs in particular c:ſes and circum- 
ſtances , and with conſidering our preſent 
= | oy diſpo- 
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diſpoſition , or condition ; Directing vs , of 
rhings indifferent, or allo good, propoſed , 
which is ro be performed asthe mare perfect, 
more acceptable ro God, beneficial” ro vs; 
* Often acquainting and admoniſhing vs of 
our'infirmities and: remprations ; Diſcove- 
ring alſo Secrets ; Events, and:matters of 
Fact paſt, preſenr, Fucure 5 as they may! hap+ 
pen+ro concern the benefir of ourſelyes , 
or others ; laſtly new Revelatioar of former 
Revelations, as ſome circumſtantial applica» 

. tion af them is neceſſary,” 

Mentel Prayer, is praying with, or ia the 
mind, with a liberty from ſer formes 5 Abſtre- 
Aion of life , is only ſequeſtring/ ourſelves , as 
much as we can, from wordly cares and bu{t- 
nes, cpecially at the time of our Devotions, 
Intreverſzon is nothing more then a Recolle- 
ion of the mind, trom all exrernal objcds, 
andads, which diſtraQ& ir, into ir felt, there | 
10 ſpend all it's thoughts ; and-affetions on 
God & pious Meditations.Cenvertimm: ad cor 

mY % Acctiet hom ad cor ulturn, is Scripture-lan- 

aa +44 11 Yuage 3 and. Regnum Des mmtru wor 4 faith our 

| "Lord. And--lpſe nomen contemplationss fwſcipit, 

qu cor int#5 heber, Saith $. Gregory In Ezcch. 

Hom, 179. QAM Pateof introverſian, is aftrong 

and well-confirmed habic of it , when we 

have gotten a power ouer ourſelves to do it 
wichour difficulty. Self annihilation is ſelf | 
deniall, ſelf mortification ; ſuch was the A- | 

poltle's, when he ſaid- I am nothing 2. Cor. r2, 

11. I with there were not more, deficient jn 
the practice ,than ignoranc in the meaning , 


of 


Devoridns'Viddicated. 


- . oftheſe. Yoknewing onrſelves , unknowing 
- Wed ; Removing the Images of the Creatures, and 


of God; 1, as much as. we can;, forgetting our 
ſelves, and other Creatures ; and defacing 
che huttfull phancaſme , or Images we bave 
of them in our minds ( though 1 would not 
be here vnderſtood to include amongſt them, 
the Humanity of our ever Bleſſed Lord, which 
is the Chief nouriſhment, and ſupporr of all 
true Deyotion ) Defacing them , I lay, firſt, 
and chiefly, as they relace to our Aﬀetions ; 
in retaining no inordinate inclinations or 
adherence to them, or any of them: in neither 
ſolicicously ſeeking, nor willingly admitting 
when offered , conſolations from them ;( a 
ſure way, bur after ſome patience, to find 
conſolations much greater in and from God.) 
Happieſt be who ever thus moſt vnknows both 
them , and h1/elf; and thus he becomes the 
better preparcd for a more immediate, and 
intimate vnion, hy Love, to his Creator ; 
This our being wholy Mortified to the world 
and weaned from the Creature ( and ſo from 
ourſelves) as if it were net, is one of the chief 
Leſflons thac is caught in the Catholick 
Schoble of Devotion. And as God manifeſts 
ro any Souls his Greatnes, {o there more ap- 
pears to them, the {:uleness or nothingness of 
the Creature. 2. Remaving them , As they 
relate to our Medzrarions ; in laying aſide, as 
much as we can thele workings of rhe Braine, * 
after the Soul perceiues herlelf fufhciently 
excited by them ro Acts of Love : for now, 


Such Meditations become hindcances , and 
diſtra- 
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diſtraQions to Conremplanien , and then, wheri 
our Will is fixed on that fupremely--armiable 
objc&, the enioymenr'of whichwe {eek b 

them: Which the Afectrve part of the Sou 

more quietly poſleſſeth', as our imagination 
worketh and diſturbeth ir less ; and when the 
Soul in reſpec of theſe Images; is at it were 
inthe darke'and ſees leaſt of them, I mean 
ſuch Images, as the at of love, and contem- 


| plation;, or. affeQive meditation ( rather in+ 


fuſed then acquired ).do not neceflarily in- 
clude. Indeed the greateſt diſturbance we find 
in our prayers ( and therfore it needs to be no 
wonder if 'the Myſticks ſpeak ſo much of 
them )is from theſe mages of wordly things; 
ſo lively drawn and- imprintcd in our Fancy 
by our much-trafticking with them , that the 
Soul at her devorions is frequently caſting 
her eycalide , vpon them + And the greateſt 
att. of a chriſtian is to deface. theſe Images 
there, as much as he can, that he 'may keep 
his mind fixed on ſomthing much+noblee, 
and better : and the way to oblicerate them 
again is, to ſcqueſter ourſelves, as much as 
neceflity and duty permits, from negotiating 
with theſc wordly affaires, and cares, thar ne- 
ceſlarily ſtayrhem there. ET2>K 

Of removing theſe Images S. Dionyſins 
ſpeaks much : See the much noted place De 
Myſtic, Theolog.c.1. Tu vers Timorhee Cha- 
riſIime , antentiſuma contuends Speftacults My- 


ftuces exercitatione, ex ſenſus lingue., ex 1ntelle» 


(tuales operationes ; & ſenſibilia, ex mtelligibt» 
14 omni, &c..ve illt jungarts, qui ſuper omnem 


ſubllans 
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fſubſtantiam omnemque ſcientiam eft, Libers enum 
ſolutoque a Te , & ab omnibus diſceſſu , ad arvi- 
Brun fencbrerum radium ſuper-eſſentialem con- 


gendes. And thus S. Gregory*- Qui adhuc ex- 41 Fzech, 
feriors immoderatives cogutant ; que fint de terns Hom. 14. 


lumine rime contemplationis , ignorant. Neque 
en1mm cum corporearum rerum magimbmu ulla ſe 
infuſie incorpores lucis capit : quia dun ſola viſe 
bilia cogit antur , lumen inviſibile ad mentem non 


admittitur. And el[where * 9u14 per ilias 1ma- *Motal. 1; 
ginariones corporeas infra ſe lapſe eft anime, fone 2.44 Ce 13. 


ibis ſupra ſe we conatur ( id efl, mm contemplatio- 
ve: ) & poſtquam per multe indecenter ſparſa eſt, 
m onum ſe colligere nutiiur; & fi magna v1 ame- 
ris prevalet, efſe vnum atque incorporeum con- 
rempletur. To the ſame purpoſe S. Auſtin , of 
contemplation- Sz ci filear trumultus carnis , fi- 
leant phantaſie terre, Er ipſa fibs anima ſileat, eo 
tranſeat ſe , non ſe cogttande ,, &c. See before F. 


33+ And S. Bernard * on Reverrere dileffe mi: #16, Canc; 
ſponſe revecat ; oblits terum quod non ille eft ſe Sex, 73. 


quoque ipſam.) 
The ſame. that is ſaid here of the Images 
of Creatures may be allo of ſuch grofſe and 
vnrefined Images or Imaginations, borrowed 
from the creature, as are had of God; which 
the experienced find very different from, and 
diminutiue of, thoſe diſcoverics and partici. 
pations of him ,to which he is pleaſed ſom- 
rimes to admit them, An Atlive and 4 
Contemplative ſtate of Prayeris nothing elſe bur 
the, way of Meditation, the ſtare of Beginners, 
and of Contemplation , the ſtate of greater Pro- 
hcients : the. one more vhing the .vnderſtan- 
ding 


' $111; 
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ding, other morethewilland Aﬀe&ions: The 
one, the, way tothe other. : 


Andlaftly, what comes all this Arabick 


and-canting ( as ſome Diſlcouragers of Devo. 


tion would make vs believe it) I ſay what 


$. LIY. 


comes it to? but that whiich is given account 
of before $. 26. &c. That by much purity of 
Conſcience, and Solitude,ſo much as bufiness 
permits, and frequent: Menrall Prayer, and 


+ AbſtraQing of ourſelves from earthly things, 


" andby renicing into ourſelves (where, & nor 


abroad, is that Regnum: Dei ) from things 
without vs,by ſelf mortification,vnknowings 
and forgetting ourſelves, and all other crea+ 
tures, and rhcir delights, we may attaia, to 
a perfeQer love of God, and a greater frui- 
tion of himiin this world to be united to , 8 
madelike, him; and to have his Image; de+- 
faced by the Fall roa very eminent degree z 
renewed in vs ; atd to become one Spirit 


' with him;and hence alſo. enabledto performe 


all Chriſtian vertues that our ſtate of life calls 
vs to, ina much more amorous, and Heroi- 
call way. Thus as this Author leaves fach 
rermsand way of Devotion tr» be wnderſtood by 
madmen , and pratiiſed by Fooles , ſo I hope I 
have ſhewed them eafy to be vnderſtood by 
the Sober, and neceſſary 10 be praQtiſed by the 
Deveut. And ſol proceed to attend the re+ 
mainder of his diſcourſe with my Remarks. ' 

.” Came firſt into requeſt in the Monaftith Orders 


- &c, Poverty or freedome from wordly wealth 


andcares ; Celibacy , Solitude, obedience, fi- 
lence, which are the vows and: Praftiſes of a 
—» res $ © 
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Monaſtick life ( much frequented in the 
Chutch ever finceConſtantines times,and the 
ficſt ſecular liberty of Chriſtianity.) are excel- 
lent diſpoſitions and preparations for Prayer 
and Contemplation,andour aſcending to the 
higheſt degree of a Spiritual life. 

The men who ſulemnly druulged it , were 
Rusbrochins &C. Both the Fathers * and 
Schoolmen were frequent on this Subie& of 
perfect Contemplation, before Rusbrochiugs. 
And among others thele : S. Dionyſus Areg- 
page, Caſlian, S. Gregory,s. Bernard , Hugs, 
and Richardus de Sano Victote, S. Thornas, 
S. Bonaventure, &c. Some of them alſo wri- 
ting Tra&s voder the name of Mf:call Theo» 
logy, So that the writers on this ſubje@ are 
both mote nutnierous, and more ancient,then 
he would make the world believe. Rusbro- 
chius and Sulo were perſons eminent in San- 
Qity , and Spiritual life, and writ their own 
Expetiences. Ludovicus Blofius's works are 
delervedly much commended ; and were 
highly eſteemed, 3nd much read by the pious 
Emperour Charles the Fifth ; ( though their Au. 
rhor modcſtly refuſed his preferments. ) On 
whom alfo they feem in partto have wrought 
this good effect, that , laying down his Em- 
pire,and Honours, he ended his dayes in Re- 
tirement and Devotion. 

Reply to p. 328. 


Who after his many turnings &Cc. 


There 


being t& many Sects,and bur one Church Ca- 
tholick, rtakes a change of Religion in many 
perſons a thing not to be reproached, bur 

M 


6. LV. 


* Secy. 33. 
&c, 


To. p.328. 
$. LVL. 


highly 
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highly commended. And what Illaudable Con. 
ftancy in Religion were this, that one born, 
muſt therefore dye , among Scfaryes 2 M. 
-Creſly, educared in a Religion, and a Church 
that challenges no infallibl« Guidance of 
Souls, and (as this writer faith ) permits alſo, 
to all; liberty of opinion, made uſe ofhis pri- 
viledge to changerthe one, and the other , as 
he chought fit :( as many others daily do,ſome 
running one way, ſome another: ) till, after 
.that Gods mercy had diſcovered to him the 
| Canonical, Church-Authority , which God 
hath eſtabliſhed for ever for the Guidance of 
his Church, He, by an humble reſignation 
.of his judgment wholly into it's ſacred con- 
duct, became fixt, and at reſt. Nor doth he 
take it for any diſhonour to him to be liſted 
rogcther with S. Benedi&, S. Francis &c, in 
. the Roll of this Authors Fanarichs. 


Reply to p. 329. | 
To. p.329. That concerns others(though ut be thety Sal- 
S. LVIL. - aarzon,) &c. This writer ſeemes no very 


; charitable Gloſſer. After the words ( « ſeque- 
_ lration from all buſiness that concerns others ) in 
; ſtead ot,(thowgh ie be therr Saluation:)he ſhould 
- have interpoſed (that zs , ſuch buſines as # in 
- things indifferent : and to which , by obedrence_ or 
charity 5 they are no Way obliged)tor ſoM. Creſly 
and SanCta Sophia, often declare their mea- 
ning, In this very Scion , and trequently 
eilwhere. ' 
What this pure Fund of the Spirit means, &Cc, 
. For the hard terms which this Author picks 
vp here, and there in SanCta Sophia, and M. 
ES ; Creſly, 
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Creſly , and others , tript of from the contexce 


that would make them more intelligible and 


current , I referr to the former explications. 


Bloſius, by his Derforme , Fund, which ſo few 
know by experience, means nothing elſe but che 
Image or Preſence of God more perfea!y im- 
printed in che intimar efſence ofthe Soul,(whar 


If 1 had (aid, in the very ceater, or Bottome, 


of ir?) by the extraordinary. Graces of his 
Holy Spirit, which he calls there Regnum Des 
intra nes ;, arid he goes on thus in a ſublime 


Deſcription of it. * 1b: anima, quicquid ejt bu. *Inſtir. 
manum exuens , C& quod eft dirvinum induens , Sp\ritua- 


transformatur mutaturque 1 \eum, ficut ferrum 
an ne poſreum formam iwnis acciput , C7 tranſ* 
mutatur im wnem. Manet tamen efſentia anime 


fic Deificate, quemadmodum ferrum wgnitum non 


deſinit efſe ferrum. Ioitur 1pſa anima , que privs 
erat frigida . jam ardet ; que prime erat tenebroſe, 
jam lucet ; que privs erat dura, jam molits "i 
But theſe mirabilia ſuper nos are not to be 
found. in the Rules of the Churcbes Devo- 
tions bur in the gracious Effects thereot. 


lis. C. 12. 


A way of knowing without thoughts &C:$. Ly1II.; 


Theſe ſeeming contradictions which maybe. 
parelleIVd with the like in Holy Scriprure, 
and ſeverall of them are borrowed from $S. 
Dionylius, ſeem not vncapable of a good 
ſenſe { though I do not find them thus pur: 
rogether "in Blohius; and this Author is very 
good at making Anagrams of {uch di{courſes 


by diſplacing the parts of them as belt fits his | 


purpoſe.) For in {uch ſupernaturall commu- 
nications, The Soul knows, or contemplates 
M :} withour 
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without any thoughts, diſcurſive z, Sees #1 dark- 
ness ; Or. in the obſcurity of Fairh, not clearly. 
The Apoſtle exprefleth ir 1, Cor. 12. 124 Yide- 
mus per ſpeculum , 1 avigmate, and ſaith Heb. 
KH. 1.» that Faith 11 au Evidence af thivgs nar 
ſeen, Vnderſtands without Reaſon, that is , rea» 
ſaning 5 Faknow's Ged, as to the notions had 
of him farmecly, by her perceiving him now 
another thing ; « melted and brought tenothing; 
ficſt mortified as to (elf-love, intereſt 8&c. The 
Apoſtle was fo., when he faid', / am nothing, 
2. Cot. 1k-and tbe ald man pertcheth. And then lift , and 
Il. 'Swallowed vpin God; He all inall 1, Cor.15.28. 
= CF 4% and or life bid in him Col. 3. 3. orIt, bis life, 
; rather then ours, Gal. 2. 20. By which means 
all created being 11 put of , and that which 1s only 
Divine put on. Or, if you will, in the ApoſtVes 
phraſe, the old man and all his lufts and affc. 
Qtians ta the Creature pwr of , aud the ew pur 
on +. And the Soul at changed into Gad;the word 
in Bloſtus is Neificars , a word ancienily in 
vic ; that is.in Scripture,chenged :nto-has Image, 
Or, filed with his fulners, or, made ane Sparit 
wuh him: As Iron heated into the neture of 
fire. Bur ceters defant , what follows is cur 
gf ; not f(erving this Authors turn : Ir fol- 
lows in Blofius, after murarur 3m zgnem ( which 
1s here tranſlated, into the nature of fire as 
if he knew not into whoſe hands he might 
fall : maner tamen Eſſentia4 anime fic Deificate , 
quemadmodum ferrum uwnitun nou deſinit eſſe 
ferrum &c, as | have ſer down. before £ He 

only declaring it to be achange of Quality. 

| Reply to page 330. 

Conſider 
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Conſider the Direftions in order to ut , &c, To.p. 3z0. 
The ſumme of that, which is cited: here our $- LIX+ 


of Sanaa Sophia's diretions, for our attai- 
ning ſuch Vnion with God, is this. Thar 
there is a ſeeking of Such Vnion with God 
&c. either more with the afts of Meditation 
performed by the Vnderſtanding ; which is 
called 4» Athive ftate of Prayer ;, or more by 
exercifing the As of Love by the Will , Ic 
being only afliſted and furniſhed with ſome 
common notions of the intelle&, Of a gene- 
rall knowledge of God his being the moſt 
perfe& amiable and beatifying obie@, the 
moſt worthy of all praiſe, honour, adoration, 
love-&c. Without the trouble of thoſe many 
phantaſmes , and images borrowed from the 
Creatures abroad , which the Inrelle& muſt 
make vie of in its ſubtile diſcourſes, and 
which many times ſteal its thoughts away 
from the Meditationdeſigned. Of cheſe Acts 
of Love you may ſee great variety for patterns 
ſer down at the end of Sancta Sophia p. 26. 
8c. ( Not that theſe two Medirarrons and Aſ- 

rations, or that the Ads of the Inrelle#, and 
wil are perftedtly ſevered from one another ; 
bur only ſecundum mags £& minws ; the one 
vicd much more , then the other. ) And this 
latter, is called a Contemplativi flate of Prayer, 
And the latter of theſe, the Conremplarive way, 
or Afﬀetive Prayer, ſo much as it can be pro- 
cured, in which the will reſolutely pur-ſues 
to do what it can ;( and almoſt always ir can 
do ſomthing ,) as ro adoring, pratfing,giving 
thanks , humiliation, r«{ignation &c. upon 
lome 
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- : = ſome Myſtery-ot-our Saluation fuwply preſen- 

_ : ted ymtoit, | (ay this afe&rve way of prayer is 

| recommended asthe better and more advan- 
tageous ,-1. As enioying a greater internall 
Solicude and quiet from thete various imagi- 

nations , then ſuch acute ſpeculations, or dif- 

curſive Prayer do admit. (Of which thus S, 

* De itite- Bernard *,Ad buus ſcriennie plentindinem opus 
riori Do-ejt potiis” intima compunttione , quam profunds 
mo. Cc. 70: inveſtigarione; ſuſpirts ,, quam argumentatione ; 
| lachrims , quam /ententijs ; Oratione quam le- 
Gione) |; +, As betcer — into, and: 
diſcovering.to;Vs,' our defetis, by intentions: 

ſelf love, apd other inordinare aff-Qions , in 

doing our duty ; which duty our Love to God: 

now mote cxaGly purifics from them. 3. As: 

more (imple and plain, and less liable-ro, 
ilufions ; curious (peculations, nor vn- often 
running into errours , and miſtakes , and OC- 
| caſioning alſo pride and ſelf conceir.4.As the! 
practice of itis more eaſy to all ſorts ofPeople, 

Of chis Aﬀective way of Devotion thus 

*Barbass Peaks one much experienced in Spiriruall 
Amor,Di- Natters * $1 ſcire cuptas , quid tibr factendum, vt 

vin. oc- tam. preſtans bonum | fruzrzonems drums amorts ) 

culr. Sc- conſequarts , tribus verbss tubs declarabo. Exercita 
_-”” teipſum ſerro & ſedulo an Deſiderio Divin 4mo»: 
ru per fervenniſima aſpiranrones , C3 altos attus 
voluntaty , aſſumens niby ', ſubjefttum primi as 

principalts tu Exercitn mtertorts, hunc ipſum 

Amorem In id ſaltem unice connitendo, vt, ex 

veritate C3 foto corde 10 , Deo complaceas, cum-: 

que ſpiritum ad eum aſudue habeas intentum oe 

elevatum; A qubuſque altu five affeftrontbus 


frve 


EO 
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'fve ocenpetionibus, non neceſſariu expeditths : A 


 G1mumque tnum interta accomodens,.ad tot dz- 


werſos caſms & eventus viie humane familia» 
yes, tam intra cum Deo, quam exira Te, forruter 
exciprendos. Ecce tib1 torum quod petuiſti pau. us 
verbis comprehenſum.. And c (where * --- Jr. is 


not by force of Speculations that one aſcends to God, #4gatom, 
but by good affettions ; not by ſublime Contempla de I'Ame. 
Fions wvpon the Divine perfe&ions but rather by a. Pats 1 Ca 


humble , Simple, and well reſegned will, ſeeking, oy 
aſpiring, and perſevering , aſi;ted with apwe and 
naked faith or ſimple conſideration of the Divine 
Majeſty. worthy of all love , praiſe , honour, reve<- 
rence. But if Gods | Grace work not [0 effetually 
with a ſoule , at the-firſt, in this affeflive way, 
nor any proficiency be obſerved therein, then eughe 
,the ſoul te reparre to 4 more vigorous excitation of 
.#t ſelf by medxtation and by admmiſtring to it ſelf 
«ll theſe moprves aed Reaſons poſſible , conducing 
Fo the end it armes at, a greater love of God, 


Reply to page 341. 


Men given to ſublime fpeculation are not ſo To. p- 337- 
capable, &c. From the Precedents an ob. 5: 1*- 


ſervation is.made as by S Sophia ſo by many 


.others ;and decided , bur nor diſproved, by 


. this Author ; Thar ſimple people, who are 
less nimble and ſubtile in their notions, and 
women , who are commonly ſtronger , and 
moretender in their Paſſhons, by this way, 
which they can chiefly rt:K& , arrive many 
times to a greater degree of the Love of, and 
;Vnion with, God, then perſons of greater 
learning or-witt, becauſe, theſe are more apr 


.totake the former way of ſpeculation, and ro 
vie 


"ms — OT — 
. - bs 


«= willow ADS 26) tr nao LAGS - ae tt wg 


4” het ac... > ang, _ 


8: | Thitoiom Ons 
vic their brain more then rhe heart. #5 
conatrr faprentibus 7 Revelat puronlis, And here 


iteems the Charches putging pills , that is | 


her direQtions, for Prayer , ate not fo hatſh 


| or ill ro be taken , bur char this Aurhor ſaith®* 


thatwomen alfo eaſily ſwallow them without 
perceiving any bitrernes in them, 
Reply to page. 332. | 
A moſt admirable way of contemplation with 
the will, 8&c. The applying of this word 
Contemplation-to ſuch an aR of the Will, is be- 
caufe, this its a@ is not ſingle, buraccom- 
anicd with a ſimple intelligence, or appre- 
enſion,, and fighr-of the Obie, performed 
by the relief, though , withour any ; or #t 
leaſt much , diſcourte thereof: Both which 
Adts therefore Confemplarien includes: though 
of theſe two, the ation of rhe will is much 
more conſiderable. And hence is the que» 
ſtion-in the Schools : An conremplario poſſi 
conſiftere in ſolo aftu voluntaris 2 With all Di- 
vine influxes into the' Soul, both the incellet 
and will ſeem affe&ed, though not equally: 
and the ſoul ſees and raſts ſuck celeſtiall de- 
lights both at once. Neither arc the AQts of 
the vnderſtanding itt Medization to be concei- 
ved «abſirafiively from all operation of the will 
accompanying ther : nor thofe of the will in 
Eontemplarion , or fruition , abſtraQively from 
any operation of the vnderſtanding. The 
common vie, and not an Etymology, gives 
law to the ſenſe, of words : Elſe what word 
almoſt may not one make ſport with ? - Yide- 
te , quamiam furvis efs Dotmmys : therefore' ds 


well 
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well guftate!, quoniam:pulcher : This ſaid, be- 
fides whar is cxplained before, I think I may 
ſecurely pass on ro the next Paragraph. p. 334% 
withour a juſt charge of having lefr any Ro- 
man 'Fanaticitmebchind me. 


Reply'ro page 3335 


The ſteps be: ſets dun &c..- Of the $- 


Keps it Order to/the 'higheſt State of Perte-. 


ion, which this life arrives to ; ( mentioned 


in Sancta Sophia p32. ):1.the' firſt is the way 
of Externdall, and Imaginary Exerciſes of Prayer 5 
that is.z viing the Diſcourſe of the vnderftan-: 
ding. :and Medzrations , as allo Yorall Prayer ; 


then which ſtep Sancta Sophia obſerves many. 


goe.no further, but end their days in it ;rhar. 
ts, in (ſuch Mediranrons is taken vp the molt 
partof their Devotions. + -. | 
- 2\The ſecond ſtep-is the Exerciſe of the will 
and Aﬀettions, which , after lcny practice, 
breaks torth into continual A/prrarions and 
Elevations thereof; 

7+ The Third is D:wvne znatlion, or the cx- 
traordinaty , and {upernaturall., and more 
ſenſible operations of Gods Spirit in the Soul 
wherin God acteth more then ſhe, and, which 
are not in her power at all co procure {ooner, 
or retain longer, then God pleaſerh:of which 
much hath bin ſaid before. | 


'To. p. 333; 


LXIE:, 
N. 1. 


4. Afret which vſually , in the intervals of g. 1%; - 


theſe celeſtiall viſirs , do tollow great Deſola 
tions of Spirit}, as the Experienced have deſ- 
cribed them z partly ariſing from a ſenſe of 
hec.loss, and an impatient longing after theſe 
fayours;once taſted: and partly, out of a great: 
21 nauſea- 


N. 2 


 » vr abu kt + 
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nauſcating , and diſreliſh that ſhe hath now 


- of thoſecntertainments of the Creature,from 


$. LXTY. 
N. 3» 


which ſhe formerly received ſome content, 
Such we may imagine was that of the Prophet 
David, when he faid- Hew mibs , quia 1cola- 
tus mens prolengatus eft, And» Concupiſcut & de- 
fecit animemea , in atria Dominig-- And after a 
Now moveber in. aternum (Pal. 29.)an Avertiſts 
faciem tuam, & fatius ſum conturbatus. 

-- But not only this ; but God alſo ſometimes 
withdrawes even from his greateſt Saints , & 
that for ſome long duration of time, any fen- 
fible affiſtance ar all of his Grace , leaving the 
Soul as it were in its. pure naturalls and as if 
he were quite departed from it,in great Ari- 
dity,obſcurity , Glue , preſſure and heavi- 
ncs, diſguſted with al chings , ſhe knows not 
why ; performing till her Devotions and. ac- 
cuſtomed dutics of Picty and the ſervice of 


God as formerly , but without any fenfible 


comfort in ſuch performance; Mcditation , 
Afpization, Reading, very difficult , ſterile, | 
nba; and ſcemingwirhout fruit ; only for- - 
bearing her conſenr to any (in, vanity,or ſen- 
ſualiry, and not ſecking any ſecular conſola- 
tions. Much diſcouraged alſo at ſuch times ' 
many are, in-imagining , that God hath fo 
deſerted them, for tailings in their duty,or for 
ſomething wherein thcy have offended. his 
Divine Majeſty, which doubles. this anguiſh. 
Or, it not this, at leaſt they imagine ito. be 
cauſed by ſome great indiſpofition of Body 
(as it is granted-{ometimes partly it-may-) fo 
as ſome begin therfore to:diſpcnic for a _ 
[; wit 
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with the former exerciſes of their Devotion, 
and other pious employments. But notwith. 
ſtanding many times in theſe, the poor Soul 
is wr. born z and this ſtrange deietion of 
Spirit, comes , withour any ſuch reſpects, 
meerly from cheſole will of God, and is the 
ordinary courſe of his proceeding with thoſe 
alſo , who are by his former Graces well 
rounded, and arrived to ſome degree of Per. 
7-Qion, and is ſent only for their much grea- 
rer advancement therin, and the rendring 
them more capable of higher favours ; and 
therfore ought, as ran, entertained with 
all cquanimity , patience , reſignation, and 
conformity to his Will. 
Theſe Conſolations, and Deſolations,take 
as it were their certain turnes in themzas they 
do, in a leſſer degree ,in all the Regeneratez 


they have by courſe a Day , and a Night, an 


Aſcent towards God, and a Deſcent, and de- 
cadence inte themſclves ; a vivification by 
and in him,and a Mortification in themſelves; 
a Summer, wherin the branches ſhoot forth, 
and fruit comes to maturity , anda Winter 
when the root ſpreads more , and the Tree be. 
comes more ſurely fixed. To all Gods Chil- 
dren do theſe viciflitudes happen , bur thee - 
in a higher degree to the further advanced in 
PerfeCtion ; and the greateſt Favours are pre- 
ceded with greater Delolations : and theſe or- 
dinarily proportioned one to the other. And 
alwais <A less or more are {uch purga- 
tions and refinings of the Soul by theſe inte- 


tiour Croſles, .becauſe: alwais. ſomthing in 
54 N ij them 
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them is-amiss, and as-yetimperfedt, Quri n- 
-rural corruption-is ſtill producing {aimthi 
. In vsto be atnended-; and ſome felt will, and 
{elflove to be paredaway by this ſharp reme- 
dy, whilſt we are/in this life. . And the benefic 
of theſe Deſolatzons , if rightly complicd'with, 
as well as of Divine Conſolations is very great 
in many reſpeds:/o vo | 
6. LXV. © Forherein iris, that the Soul:comes moſt 
N. 4- -perfe@ly ro:knowir (elf, and all other Crea. 
'xures ;to ſee its own nothingness; and to be 
moſt perfe@ly purged ,'and cleanſed from all 
{elf-love,and propriety : and herein ir is moſt 
eſpecially ranghr - zen quzeſceree in dony Des, 
ſed m Deo; - and Adorare Deum mm Spiritu 
Ferttate ; not, tn Devorione: and txercere ſe ad 
'Deum in adverſis , ſicut im profperss ; the ſeeking 
-guſt, and (uavity\, and conſolations even in 
—_ things being oneof its imperfeCtions 
incetheſc are nor God himſelf, Herein iris, 
'thar the Soul is preſerved amidſtſuch Divine 
[Favours,' which-are apt to.inflate it, in adue 
,and/ neceflary Humility ( Angelus Satane cola- 
phiſans ;ne magnitude Revelationum extollar me. 
-Saith che Apoſtle after his Rapr..) :Herein its 
truce love and adherence ro God (Pur ventends 
«djuwvar ; and then, derelinquendo probet : Dons 
ifermat', and then Tribalarronibus tentat ;, Saith 
*\loral. 1-S. Gregory * ) its perfeyerance and loyalty, 
20. C. 19. are eſpecially diſcerned, in keeping conſtant 
in the ſervice of him, when deprived of all 
conſolation in it z avoiding any application 
to the comforts of the Creature ,, when God 


hath thus as it were diſmiſled;, and caſt ir of: 
Bur 


- 
: 


fon came from him Triftss eft anima med u/que 
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Butreſigniog ic (clf and loving irs miſery for 
his lake, and becauſe ir is his-will chat ir 


ſhould be ſo.- An exerciſe wherein our Lard 


himſelf was plcaſed ro be tried (that he might 
become a mercifull High Prieſt before God- 
and (experimentally, thathe might compaſl- 
fionare our infirmities in the great Delola- yeeb, . 15 


tion he vnderwent in the garden, the nigh - z. 17. 


before his paſſion, Where cepr pavere &* 14 


dere, {aith the Evangelift, and char (ad exprei _— 26. 
37. 38.- 
ad mortem- Tarry here, and watch with me Vct Mark. 14. . 


theſe Deſolations alſo , in a Soul thus far ad- 
-vanced in Grace, are not void of a mixture of 
.ioy and fatisfaftion, that it hath alwais in 


Gods will being performed in them $5 which 
will of God now in whatcver happens is a 
conſtant conltolation to it , and the Apoſtles 
precept of Semper gaudere is thus accompiis- x, Theſl.z- 


.hed in ſuch a Soul as well as his orare fine an» 16. 17. 


#ermiſcrone ; and goe together. For raere can- 
not want content, where the Mind hath its 


deſire ;nor doth ſuch a Mind want chis,thart is 


vnanimous with the Divine Will: the want of 


which cootormity, is only from the loving 
-of Something thar is againſt his Will. Wordly 
ſorrows ſaith S. Gregory affligentes, cructant, 
' bur thele Spiritual reficaunr, dum affliigunr. In 


the one is, {n 4ffiirone meror,buat inthe other, 


In merore letitia* ; Nay more true Sweernes *Motal.|l.. 


in theſe ſorrows; then in the other's joys : 23+ C- 13- 
And the abſtaining in ſuch a ſharp triall from 
all in againſt God, or ſecking comfort from 
any thing beſides him, or-giving over her ac- 
cuſtomed 
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cuſtomed exerciſes of piety, argues alſo then 
a cloſe vnzn of the Soul-with God , though 
not lo ſenfible ; and that when irthinks it (elf 
fartheſt from him,ir is in ſome (ortthe neareſt 
ro him. Laſtly , by and vpon theſe Spiritual 
Deſolacions ordinarily ir is, that the Soul af- 
terward receiveshipherſcnfible viſits, and ca- 
refles from God, then any former -were ; for 
which the Soul ſeems beſt prepared by this 
her extreme poverty, and lowness ; and then 
i is, tfeyer, the Soul receives them with 
more gratitude ; and both highlier values 
them, and vilihes it (el. And it is Gods or- 


fdinary way to exalt vs'in proportion to our 


Plal.9.10. humility, and to be Adjurer in tribulationibus, 


®p. 333+ 


as #-ypportunitatibus , when allo the Soul is 
more endeared vnto him by her ſufferings. 


_ All rhis have ſaid, to {hew thar theſe Spiri- 


tual Deſolations ( of which this Aurhor* 
Iconically ſaith, Then, when one would leaft 
expect them , follow &c.) are ancceſlary part 


of the way to PerfeRion z and that the refi- 


ftance of ſuch preflures when they come;, ot 
a non-compliance with them 'in ſhewing 
much icreſtgnation & impatience, in ſeeking 
ro relieve ſuch ſpiritual deſerrions with fore 
ſeculariconrents in relaxing former holy pta- 
Rices and the like , diſappoints the Soul of 
thoſe following <onlolations , which are rhe 
proper reward of theſe {ufferings,and diſturbs 
Gods work'in her , and good intentions 


toward her; and hinders her growth in vet- 


rue, by her retaining ſtill thoſe z»mperfettvons, 


and that ſelf-love, which theſe, tightly recei- 


ved, 
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ved, would have purged, and mortified. This 
of the fowrth ſtep ro PerteAion, Deſolation. 

5- The fifth is.a ſtate more ſetled, conſtant, 
and tranquill , where neither theſe Deſolay 
tions are ſofrequent or neceſlary ; nor thoſe 
Celeſtial Viſits fo violent, or ſo ſhort. 

A, ſad caſe &C. Now wheras , vpon the 
fark of thele Reps, this Author deſcants thus- 
PF” ſad caſe fo uo | our days 46 Chriſt and by Apo» 
files did ; who uſed this low diſpenſation of praying 
to: the laft. But alas they never underſtood theſe 
wwons with God in the Fund of the Spirit ; they 
rawght men. 4 plain and intelligible way of ſer- 


wing God, and bid them looke for PerfeFion ts an 


$. LXVT. 


ether warld. Thus he ; Laskdid our Lord and - 


his Apoſtles end their days only , os chiefly, 
inthe. fioſt Step here; that of Meditation, and 
Diſcurſive,or Vocal, Prayer; and never aſcend 
to the ſecond Step, cxerciling more, therein, 
1 the Will, and AﬀeRions, in Aſpirations, and 
'f Elevations of the Soul ro Gods. What think 
& we ofthe moſtexalted Diſciple S. Iohnevery 
where diſcourſing ſo much of Love? and of 


ourdwelling , by Love, in God; and Godin ,, Jo.4-16. 
vs.? What of thoſe Precepts- Pray without 1. Theſl.g. 


ceaſing - watch and pray always And with all per- 


verance therein? Are theſero be vnderſtood LYK: 36 
Eph. 6.18. 


only of vocall and diſcurſive prayer , the firſt 
Kep ; or nor cather of affe#:ve prayer, the (e- 
cond. ( according to that- Qu: ſemper deſideras 
ſemper orar : ) which latter is alſo much eaſier 
to be continued... Again. What] think we of 
our Lords ſpending ſo long time in Prayer, 
often mentioned inthe Goſpells? - &1fing vp 
4 great 


17. 


Do CE It  ——_ _—_ 


i The Romah Church's 

« great While before day. for this purpoſe;*Mat7 

1. :5. Again, retiring into ' the wildernes , for's 

greater Vacancy to it , Luk. 5. .6 Befote che 

day of the EleGtion of bis twelve Apoſtles 5 

(che twelve Foundations of his Church' , 
aſcending into aſolitaty mountain, and-there 

' ſpending the whole night in prayer; His-af- 
cending againinto atother mountain;befors 

he cooke his laſt journey to Ieruſalemy- for 

the accompliſhing of his Paſſion,raking'three 

of his Diſciples with him;where all the night 

again was ſpent in” Prayer : for it is ſaid, he 
deſcended not from the hill till the nexr' day # 

| and that, rhere, the three Diſciples were ſur- 
Luk. 9.37. priſed with ſleep: In-which Prayer they ſaw 
32 his countenance changed, and an anticipated 
appearance of his glory, ſuch as he ſhallhave 
+ Per, 3, When he comes to judgment, * and an appa- 
16, TCition allo of Moſes and Elias; they by a #u- 
Marr. 16. pernaturall illumination, knowing alfo, whe 
28, the perſons were z and his diſciple Peret'iri 
ſuch an Excatick toy , as that he cried our-- 

Luk. 9. 3z- Bonwmn eſt efſe hic &c. not knowing , ſaith the 
Evangeliſt, what he ſaid. So, In our /Lotds 

being it Prayer preſently after Tolins ba- 

ptizing him, hapned the Viſion of the Hea» 

vens opened,the HolyGhoſt deſcending vpon 

bim in a bodily ſhape like a Dove, ſcene by 

Luk: 3-21: the Baptiſt: and a voice from heaven ſpeaking 
"2 to him, as here- Thou art my beloued ſon : And 
then a Rapt of the (ame Spirir, that carried 
him into the deſart : Where alſo we may ta» 
tionally imagin his rime to have bin wholy 
ſpent in Prayer. and Devotion ; and this in 


Luk. 9.35. 


F.:-t 


©. at 4 A. & @&. 1 
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fuch 4 degree, as to ſuſpend and fuperſede 


the ordinary functiongof nature as ro cating 
and drinking ; and in theſe his Prayers the 


 Temptesta have allaulted him- Whar think ; 
we, again,ot our Loxds Infrem#1) Spiritts once? 


39s 


and again, ip his Prayet to his Father for the: 
reſurreGion of Lazarus? of the ravithing ex+ 
preſſions of bis lave; and tender afi-etion, & 
aſpirations after a perfe& vnion of all his 
with Him, and his Father, iv bis prayer after 
his laſt! (upper , delivered bo. v7. c. from the 


It. 33. 


20..ver. ta the end. And laſtly of his ixa:i5rg0 Luk.22.44 


me*cvoz6E in the garden ; with tew words , bur 
muchp«fion ;bciovg in an Agony, and iwea- 
ting blood and'making frequent acts of Re- 
ſignation ,avd conformity ro-the will of his 
Father... | What think we again ot S, Peters 
Extaxicall prayer and his viſfian on Simon the 
Tanners houſc-top At. 10. g: and again S. 
Pauls in the Temple: Act; 22. 17:- Whilſt 
preayeyy, I i141 3n an extafie &c. Did our Lord 
and his Apoltles, in the Devotions here men- 
tioned; not. aſcend ar all ro that which the 
Myſticks make the ſecand (ſtep to perteion, 
the aſpirations and Elevations of the will and 
afteQions ; but only ſtay on the firſt ſtep 2 and 
did they wnderſtand nothing of that the Myſttcks 
call paſtve Vnons with God? Their Extalies & 
Raptures and their being in the Spirit , their 
&;e1@ mua@ oe, Cor. 12. 4 and ron aranncs 
Rom. 8.26. argue other wiſe, But then are 


Paſerve Ynions the obſcure and unintelligible Way * p. 14 


of ſerving God , that the Church reacherh in 
herRules of Devotion ; or , the end rather, 
O which 
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which her plain and intelligible way ſorties 
rimes attains to? Laſtly,is there not, in fome 
ſort a ſtate of Perfeion alſo in this world 2 1. 
Cor. 2.6, wee fpeak wiſdome an the perfe#. 
And Phil. 3. 15. let vs, 4s many «s be perfeft, be' 
thus minded. And Luk. 6. 40. Every one chat 
# perfeft, thall be as hu Maſter (that is in ſuffe- 
rings like him. ) The Author may do yell to. 
review this paſlage. 
6. LXVIL. He deſcribes the progreſſe towards thu ſtate, 
— __  &c-  Theſeexprefſionsof a graduall Re- 
. - colleQion of the Faculties , the External, 1n- 
rernal, Inferior, . Superner , ina ſuſpenſion and 
ceſſation of them EG woidag on the Crea- 


rureand its Images , and theirbeing fixed on 
Godin perfe& -Tonremplation, arc only men- 
*p.575.509 tioned(out of Harphius* and others) by San» 
* 2. vol.p. ta Sophia, * not juſtified:after which he con. 


244 cludes only this: Jt zx.certain thatby a frequent 
and conſtant exerciſe of Internal Prayer of 
the will joined with Mortification, the Soul 
comes to operate more, and more abſtracted 
from ſenſe, and more elevated aboye the cor- 
poreal organs and Faculties. 
To. p. 334- Reply to page 334+ 
$.LXYI1I. The ſlate of nothingness , &Cc. How 
the Creature and all its Glory, and among the 
reſt the Soul alſo itſeIFappears a meer Yacur- 
ty, and emptines, and Nothing to a Soul filled 
with the love, and with a more ſpecial and 
perceptibleſenſe of God within it : and How 
God himſelf alſo then more cleatly appears. 
No ſuch thing as we do, or can, conceive of 
him by ſ{cnſible imaginations ; and isrruelicr 
known 


* / 
% 1 
W 
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known negatively by vs, whathe is nor, then 


politively what he is , enough hath bin ſaid 


alrcady;* and more needsnor;vnlessI ſhould, (1.2nd 


obſerve here this Author's diligence inrakiog ;,, 


. vp leyerall licle heterogeneous patches our of 


ſcverall pages and chapters, and weaving 
them 35 au as one piece, cither cutting of 
the explications , or not giving them entire, 
ro render all obſcure, and ſo pertinent ro his 
ſubicR, Fanariciſm. 


A feeling of her not being 8&c., Santa $S. LXTY. 
Sophia * faith this : chat the Soul (3 advanced in * 2 Yol-p- 
contemplation comes to 4 feeling indeed of her not 30% 


berngzand by conſequence, of the not being of Crea= 
fures;and that this is areal truth.But then goes 
on- Noe 45 if the Soul, or other creatures « 
either did.ceaſcaccording ro their Naturall «« 
being ; or as if a naturall Being were indeed © 
no, real Being : but that the Soul truly ap- « 
prehends now, that they have no ſuch Being © 
of themſelyes , but all of God. Whenas for- << 
merly in her ſinfully adhering to them and << 
ſtaying in them with love, ſhe carried her &. 
{elf roward them as if ſhe thought them to « 
havea being and ſubſiſtence of and in,them. «* 
ſelves, and not of God , and that rhey maght << 
be loued in themſelves, &c. And thus I ſup- © 
poſe the miſt that was caſt before the Readers 
eycs is difpelled. But the Author having re- 
cited SauCta Sophia's words as far as ( which 
# 4 reall truth ,.) here gives over and draws - 
the curtain before his Reader , that he way 
ſeeno further : and then goes on: reall truth 
or elſe intollerable nonſenſe ; and ſo, as after a 
Q 1) oreat 


TOONS oo OBO OTE” 8 TOON © "OT WO IRE LO CO II 
Y » + "FOLLY 
oy . % 
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ena Gas etal» £0 i in. ds; oof at alter oct i Vai <1 So Ee __—_ 


great vidory, dvtptays Ao coloors:wH tc 
come ta'his$. x5. concluding, that be Zeaves 
= uf ro be vuderſiiod by mad men, andprath - 

. ſed by - So Feftus [aid S. Paul was mad , 

when be fpake ow the mo * trath., «nd [6- 

berness. 

To. p. 335+ Reply 20: P+ "_ | | 
$. LXX., As this itocncd 2 Frikr OY Wc. 
:If whar is ſaid'ot |Brier Bernard: , ard Maſſeus 
be true, which 1 am nor obliped ro iuſtify ,of 
 their* making fomc vn-articulate Hroans Or 
- moife , ar ſtraygc geſtates and morions , in 
the Kivdac of 2 Devorions, ſo we read 
alſo of the Sperees gr oanes Rom. $- :6. And Da- 
+. Sam, 6:Vids dancing ;* and Sauls ſtripping of- his 


14. -cloaths at Ramach, and'lying naked for a dzy 
i Sam.19:2ad a night; And Maſem bis V.V V.'feems no 

"a | c. ore chen rheProphetleremys. X,AA.Grief 
cr. 1 


 *and.Feare have-cheir inarticulare nores , and 
 extraV agant Geſture, why not Toy and -Loue? 
' Habenr: ſus voces afetins » Per- 4fmas, Ye 14m-1 
+ in Cant. "blamnr; produnt;'Saith S, Rernard*ipeaking of 
Scrm. 67. * Contemplation. | 
Propoſed the nor diing' 8c. Santa $0- 
*x, vol. pi phias words * $. 12. arc-- Generally and ording - 
Go. To. p-6 ply, Jpeaking ,, when 'there is'prepoled the 
336 * doing, or not doing, of any cxrernal work, 
© and that both of them-are wn themſelves lawful 
* (thatis the doing or not-doing them , * 
«when we have no obligation to cicher by 
© vertue of any. external lay) the Drvine mſ- 
'* prratzon ww Contemplative Souls moves to the 
< nor doing ; :' becauſe this is more ſurable ra 
< their/pretent ſtate ; and to that abſtration 


of 


* Santa 
Soph. 1. 
VOl.P«246, 
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- of life whictr they profess : excepr when the 
doing may prouc a-mote beneficrall morrsfica- 
\g203 c0 ſelf-love. This Author gives it vs here 
thus- Generally, when there 4s propoſed , the 
- net doang, or doing of an external work , and beth 
of thens are lawfull the Drume Inſprratron moves to 
rhe not domg:changing here Generally ſpeaking , 
-or moſt commonly; into Generally , when , oc 
alwais when. Again omitting the limitation 
(#1 Contemplanive Souls) and the ( except)rhar 
follows, and Sancta Sophias Reaſon as for 
theſe Contemplatives, Having thus prepared 
this paſlage, and rendered ir calie for a Con- 
furarion , he falls to battering down his own 
work ; and goes on. M moſt excellent and A- 
poftolicall Doftrine ec. 


The doing things meerly for Edification, 8c. $. LXXI. 


Ir is not ſtrange, That one good work may 
bean impedimentto another, as to ſome pre- 
- {ent circumſtances , becter or more acceffary, 
-As for example ': A woork done meerly for 
- Edsfication , any be an impediment to our 

Prayers,at.a time when this latter duty is more 

neceflary. As the Apoſtles had mpirarzons for 
external works, preaching &c., and for giving 


good example thereby, ſo doubtles ar other AR, 


times, they had, of forbearing theſe, and 
.retiring rather to Prayer ; and it is nor ro be 
believed , that they, who cxharted others to 
pray contanually, omitted this duty themſelves. 
Again ; As they had holy Infpications to ex- 
rernal works, to preaching &c, ſo may ano- 
ther have them to forbear preaching z and 
rather to be take himſclt roSolirude, Reading, 


Mcdi- 
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Meditation,ag this is more neccf{ary;and be- 
neficiall ro himſelf, then his doing the former 
would be tq others. Nor I hope was S. Iohn 
Baptiſt's' bulines in the deſarc, whoſe chicf 
praQtice there muſt needs'be Prayer z nor An- 
na's inthe Temple, who is ſaid ner ro have de- 


Luk: 2,37, p4rted thenge , but ſerved God there with prayers 


night and dey , vnlawfull emploiments. And 
ſo it is,thar an-undilcreer ze&bgf doing goud 
to others hinders many impertet Souls trom 
that. charity, and cobbsthem of that cime , 
which they owe much rather ro theml(el yes. 


Reply #0 p. 337» 
What becomes of all the precepts they have 


$. LXXIL. Jofp vs, &c, The precepts the Apoſtles have 


left vs of dozng good , of mutual edrfication , ef 
conflant buſines beſides the Commanas for the 
outward duties of worsbip, are affirmed by none 
to be hindrances in the way to Perfefion. Nay 
further ; ſo much , in any of theſle,as rhe Apo- 
les have commanded , is neceſſary to. Perfe- 
- Hon, Bur will this Author ſay, that the Con- 
remplatives,or Santa Sophia in their Rules 
oppoſe any of theſe, or other external duty 
whatever, in ſuch time, and place, and other 
circumſtances, as the Apoſtles have comman- 
ded it? Far, ſo often, the omiſſion of ic is not 
lawfull ( they always ſuppoſe )-bur a fin. Or, 
2, Will he ſay becauſc externall good works, 
outward duties of worſhip 8&c. are Apoſtoli- 
call Precepts, rherfore private prayer is none? 
Oc ;.will he argue: when ever we can do any 
of theſe, therfore we may not at any ſuch 
time better omit them, and do ſomething 

elſc? 
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elſe? All theſe conſequences are faulty. Af- 
firmative Precepts oblige nor all perſons, not 
at all, times; and the Acts of them are in con- 
ſilo , nor Preceprs', except in ſore cafe of ne- 
ceſlity ; and then torres quorzes , the Contem- 


paves Devotions, as they profess are to be 
aid alide, 


Sophia grants Spiritual Perſons ſomtimes to 
have ſuch Supernaturall Favours ; yet would 
it not haveſuch perſons- eaſily to pretend them 
( leaſt perhaps they may be miſtaken , when 
indeed they have them not ;) Nor ſo much 45 
&efire them , nay rather pray againſt them , ©* 
leaſt conſidering their own weakness, they ** 
ſhould abuſe them to vanity and pride : «* 
laſtly nor to eſteem , or execure any thing « 


Internall liver to pretend &c. Sana *S-LXXIIL: 


* 


1, vol. ps 


according to them, wnless approued by Supe-' 


TIONS. 


obliged to reſign their tudgments , &c. 


$.LXXIV. 


S. Sophia's words are-- 1n ſuch caſes all Souls a. vol. p. 
are not ſo abſolutelyobliged &c, Which Propo. 280. $.37« 


ſition Is brought in here by this Author, bur 
the Caſes. left out : After which manner Ca- 
tholick Caſviſts, and Schoolmen are very or- 
dinarily vſed by Proteſtant Writers, and pat- 
ticularly by Door Tailor, whom this Author 
much follows. Now , the Caſes are : 1.If 
the Souls be ſuch as are eminently perteR, & 
not litle experienced, and ſuch as have nor 


as yer their fenſes well exerciſed in diſcerning jzyq 1G 


Good and Evill ; 2. that there be great cer. 
rainty, that the Internall DireRion is from 
God.z.and thatitbe in aftions good or indif- 
ferent 


* $. So- 
phia. 1. 
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ferent, and where is no queſtion or Scrapuls 


in ſuch. perſop of the lawfulness. of either 
doing'or omiting it:q2that if a Superior ſhoud 
Command any thing contrary therto , he is ro 


be obeyed, and no ſuch interiour Ilumina-. 


tion , or call obligeth.in ſuch.ca(e : * x. that 
where no ſuch contrary command, yet, it the. 


vol: p23 ntatter be of conſiderable mornevs, the ex- 


press approbatiqn, or permiſſion, ob their Sus! 
criour is to be obſerved. * Let this Author' 


*1.vol. p. $ theſe Caſes ro the Fanaticks £ And then let. 


147, 


C.LXXYV. 


the Fanaticks , in Gads name , take their! Li- 
berty. For it-is not. peceſlary , where no tea» 
fonable cauſe of doubt $£ or fear of Sitr, rs 


conſult ; or, when copluttipg, to teſign: aur'. 
judgment to others concerning ay thing; 


that happens to-vs 3-provided, ſuckaYow ir a: 
thing good or indifferent. But we way. not: 
argue here ; If lomein ſome things have no: 
cauſe, rherfore none; is. any thirig can have 
any cauſe, of Scrupyle, and of confulting'& 
following anothers counſel. 

' M. Creſſy mbis preface , &c, M Crelly 
in bis Preface, as, alſo Sana Sophia do at 


large ſhew-the difference between the [hſpire- 


716350 Revelations allowed in the Church of 
Rome, and thoſe of Favaricks, in the places , 
and words cited before $. 15. Thole of the 
Fanaricks being .cafily diſcernable to be falſe, 
and ſuggeſtions of the Evill Spirit, not by 


Prayer onty , but by the Lewmne laws , theſein- 
ſpirings being pretended by them in rhings 


not indifferent, but directly. cootraryto theſe 
Laws : Bur the paſſages which this Author 
here 


—_ 


; Proviions Vindivand. wes 
here leleQs,'( and omits the other that wete 
to the putpoſe, ) are concerning the motions 
of Gods Spitit In matters, or ations, & omil. 
fions, agreed on to be in themſelyes indiffes 
renc, atid/aWfull, vralſo good: Within which 
bounds had the F afiatick Infpirarions contais 
ned themſelves , ſotae miſtakes pethaps there 
might Have bia , but hurr none , either ro: the 
Chutch, Stare, their neighbours , or them 
ſelves, a3to finning. 


Norbiny but the afiftanice of Divine Grate ; 6. LXXVI. 
&c. © Nbthing more is here meartt by Di: To-lp- 338- 


vine Inſpirarions, then the affiftance or effi 
riency of the Divine Grace , illuminating the 
vhdetſtariding with 4 r1ght judgment, arid ih- 
fulirig into rhe Will pht inclinations, and 
defites, (that is the moſt conformable to Gods 
will ) as td 6ur doing, or omitting (uch parti- 
cular attions, as are dayly ſuggelted to vs, we 
know n6r by what Spitit, and do fall vnder 
vur Deliberation; Which Divine Inſpira- 
tions Was {t ſoolichness heterofore;or is it now, 
to juſtify ; and confirm, againſt thoſe who 
ſeem profeſledenemies of them,and ſtile them 
Fahaticiſai? | 
The bly meanes imaginable that can be 
_ &c. Therepairingto Prayer;in the 
eſt manner , we can wy it , is a proper 
natutall, ahd moſt efficacroms way to obtain 4 ſuper- 
natural light( from Gods Spirit ) te diſcern his 
will in all our ations; ſpeaking of ſuch as are 
indiffetent, and ſuch wherein neither we, nor 
any others, have any externall certain , Rule, 


all cixcumftagces conlidered, whereby we may 
P be 


v. 
LXXYII, 
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be guided;as we have in allſuch otheraQions 
the lawfulness wich is doubted of 5 Which yet 
is not ſaid, as if Prayer were the only means 
of our direion in theſe, ſo as to exclude the 
making uſe of, either our own Reaſon , or 
other mens Advice z as is laid before. _ _ 
To make Enthuſiaſm neceſſary to diftiwgursh , 
8&c, Now this is not making Enthu/iaſme , 
bur Prayer a meancs to obtain the illumina- 


tions of Gods Spirit,to ſhew vs,in two things. 


. ſuggeſted ro-vs, which of them comes from Ir, 


or which is more conformable to Gods will, 
that ſo we may follow, and obey it; And what 


a Chriſtian is he, that being doubrfull , eſpe+ 


cially in two affairs of much. concernment., 
which ro make choice of , doth not retire to 
his Prayers, deſiring God to dire himin ſuch 


a particular , and promiſing to do that which. 


- the ſhall be pleaſed , by any way , to ſignify to 


him to be more conformable ro his Will, and 


more conducing to Chriſtian PerfeRion ( as_ 
certainly the one may be much more then the. 
other,although both containedwithin the ge. 
nerall bounds of Good, or indifferent?) And; 
then what 1Ilumination he prays for, why mY: 


nothe alſo expe? Again whois there, muc 


frequenting Prayer, that doth not perceive in : 
them ſome illuſtrations , and influences en». 
triog, and inieRted as It were, into his mind , 


without. his own procurement; touching a 


more .perfe& knowledge of himſclf ; or the | 


immenſe Love of God ro Mankind, or ſome 
acceptable ſervice he-may do ro: God or- his 
neighbour or (ccrer reprchenſions for ſome 

Faults ; 


| 


| 
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Faults;or admonitions for the berter orderin 

6f his life ; Spzriews ( as our Lord Saith Io.z.8.) 
Spirante ub; vult,and he not knowing whence 
fach things come, or how they paſſe away; yer 
theſe things we are aſlured muſt be from Gods 
S$pirir , becauſe no goed. thought is from our- 
felves. ' And why may not we imagine the 
ſame, (a due preparation being ſuppoled:) of 
the thoughts tnic&ed in our doubrings , and' 
requeſts, concerning. actions left free , and 
vndetermined by the Divine declared will, 
what way in theſe we may rather take, the 
berter-ro ſerve and pleaſe hitm. God forbid, 
that che name of Enthuſiaſme ſhould dererr 
Chriſtians from ſuch a' pra&ice, or hearkning 
to this internall Language; Or ( as M. Creſly 
expreſſes it in his Preface *)chould render Prayer 


and by Prayer , the obtatning of Divine Grace , 4 * P« 19, 


ſafpiciou exerciſe And Fwiſhthe Author would 
alittle better weigh his words, and the mali- 
| nbc yreR they may have on others. We 

ay then ; Divine Inſpirations are necelfary ( for 
Grace), as well furthers, as prevents, vs) to 
diſtinguifh the motions of the Good and Bad 
Spirit in our minds in marrers purely indif- 
ferent (which may be propoſed to vs, by: 
either of theſe Spirits for a different end , ) 
where we have no other extenal x»lero iudge 
theſe motions by, as we have in all internal 
ſuggeſtions concerning ſuch other marrers , 
as are either dire&ly commanded or prohibi- 
ted , by Gods Law. And ir is by this latter way 
of diſcovery, and'not the former , that M. 
Creſly ſhews the ſuggeſtions of Fanaticks to 
P 1) be 
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0 SONY 
To ery Hmoninations by Intirationg.; and ſe 
6. Inſpirations by Hlamingtions, &c. . This Aur 
XXVIN, thar.ſtace Lauds Labyrinth dreams. much of 
 'Circles, To me thexe appears no. moxe of a 
Circle, ar Idencicall, prook here, than inthe 
proving of the. Scriprure hy. the Chyrch,, and 
the Church by the: Motaues of credifulity: Or, 
than inthe Prqzeſtants proving their Church: 
fpſboriey from zhe Scriptures 5 and, Seripenires 
rom, /puenfall Tx44ition.. '. The diſcerning 
at the moriqns of the Spirit, by other ſecond 
Sce before — _.* * i? he ar - 
&. 15. To. Motions ofthe lame Spirir more manifeſt to 
p- 339. © VS, ang! cixculax proof, or evidence, no 
| more hen this. 3; when a friend voknown, 
doth me a favoyr, avd afterwards tells me, 
he did it, The things of che $pirie, ſaith the A» 
oftle , are diſcerned Sprrzrually (that is, Surely, 
j.Co-2-24« by the Spirit ) and.,; vers. 1z. we have received 
the Spirit of God , that we might know the things. 
- thytrare green $0.95 of God; ( that is, by his;Spi-- 
rit) And, the Gift. of Dzſcerning. of Spirics ( r, 
Cor. 13. 10.)-is a gift , of operazion of the 
Rom.$.16. P1803 and- the Sptret , 31 hearing wigntes he eur 
" = Speruks that We-are-the children, of -Ged , or born. 
again of the Spirit, bears witness ct irſelk. 
' © New. Revelations, , and 44 gredt. &c. - New 
Divine Revelations axe pretended by Fanaticke;. 
As grear, or greater, or frequenter , are. pre- 
tended by the Church 3 By the one truly ; by 
the other falfly;the Divine laws being Iudge.. 
But no new or ftravge Revelations are preten-! 
ded by , or in the Church: that is ſuch as:des, 
liver any new thing contrery to or diflonant 
O82 from 
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from the 014:of which, M Crelly there ſpeaks; 
and the latter following words ſufficiently 
explain the precedent 5 which this Author , 
after 2. pages difcourlſe vpon new, is pleaſed 
ro take notice of, p. 242. where be goes On-- 
Tet M. Se ſaith,, they are not ſeditzous KC. 


Reply fo p- 340. To. P-34%. 
To hearken to the Immediate impulſes the $.LXXIX. 


Sperit of Gad,&c. Catholicks,as well as Fa-* 
naticks aflicm ; ef "ds men. eught to hearken to the 
immedi Impulſes ( I ſuppole he means inſpi- 
rations ) of che Spirit of God mithin them, And 
will not this Author ſay-{o roo ? Bur no Ca- 
thalick pretends, that God acquaints him with 
bu mind end will > #3 4 Way peculiar to himſelf ; 
and nor ſuch, asis, or may be, common tg all 
others, that are in the ſtate of Gracs, 

Who did not boaſt of ſo many Raptires &c, 
Rapts, and Viſions in the Catholick Church 
are not to be diſtinguiſhed fromFanaciciſm by 
the degree, orthe number , of them, buc the 
guality.! 


W though. obs caſe were the wery ſame,&c. + LXXX, 


ZFhe Prophets and Apoſtles necerved truth by Re- 
velation ( faith Blohus) therefore others may. 
Bur he faith there alla - Denque $4cr Scripture 
Dinunis Revelationibus ſunt plene; Revelationibus 
. made to others, I hope, beſides Apoſtles, and 
Prophets, witness. 1. Cor, 14. 26.30, and fa 
he concludes. Dominws ſemper potwit,, ſemper- 
que potertt , operart quod vult in mundis anima- 
bus : that he may beſtow ſuch Revelations on 
athers ſti11. 


New and ſtrange Revelations made to four $,LXXX1. 


Women 


Pogo” 4 ens $4 owe om r_—_ 
_ - _ 
—_— % rm; 4 h 


no The Roman (hurths 
women Sams, &&c, New Revelations and 
Vifions taken in any ſenſe, ſave as thefe op- 
fe the Old ones; T mean the Scriptures, 
Blofius had no reaſon'ro diſbelicue, [fince ir 


ane is-2 promiſe vader the Goſpel *- your ſons & 


« your daughters ſhall propheſy ; your yong- 


«men ſhall ſee vifons ; and your old men 


Luk. " 


hal dream dreams ;"and that his Spirit rhowld. 
be powred out not only on our Lords men ſervants, 
bur 'alfo #» his hend mardeny; ver. 18. as, on 
the four daughrets of Phillip the Deacon A. 
21.9. And we find Anna having Revelations," 
as well as Simeon.” And what means this Au-' 
rhorin' theſe words- Melancholick women ; Hy-' 
fleriedllDapoiry; &c? Are women more remore* 
from'the Graces of the Holy Spirit,then Men 


, or; are not theſe to: be equally honoured 


w—_—_— appear ini thar Sexe?As for the four 


' women' Saints ; the'particular Perſons here | 


named; the SanGiry of their Zives is recorded 
in Chatch Hiftory ; their Feſtivals were cele- 
brated inthe Publick Liturgy through all the. 


Weſtern world beforethe appearance of Lu- 


$. 
LXXXII. 


ther:theit Revelarionsare pious'and conſonant 
ro Scripture. F 

' ©" We have before +hewed how much they were 
approved ," &c, * ' The more ample this Au- 
thor hath ſhewn fuch teſtimonies to be , the”' 
more , merthinks he condemns his own cen- 
ſure, in his going againſt the Common Reaſon 
ofthe Church; and ſo , ifthis may argue any 
faulty preſumprion in him , he hath no auth | 
ro be angry With: Blofius for praying for this' 
Pardon, 


Reply 
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Reply to þ+ 341. | To. p. 34t. 


What means, that ſaying in the Spirituall. 
exerciſes , 8c. I have an Edition of the 
Spiricuall Exerciſes printed at vienna 1563, 
thar is after S. Ignatius his death ( and ther= 
forc nothing added to them ſince; ) and be- 
fore-1574. wherein I can find no ſuch paſ- 
ſage.. Nor is ir ( as this Author confeſleth) ro 
be found in the later Impreſſions. Is he nor 
then hard put to it, to find fuel] enough for 
enflaming the popular hate againſt Catho- 
licks, that runs to ſuch old Editions for ir 
(and this only out of a reporr,not knowledge, 
that itis there)when the newer do not ſupply 
it ; Nor.yet will forgive nor forgettheir feule 
( Suppoſe one ) when he finds , they bave 
amended it ? Bur now to conſider the words, 
{o happily diſcovered. The words are theſc- 
It is the grear perfeRion of a Chriſtian to «© 
keep himſelf indifferent ro do what God *«* 
ſhall reveal ro him, and nor to determine ** 
himſelf indifferent ro do what he hath al- © 
ready revealed, and taughtin the Goſpell. 
Their (ence muſt either be this; that S, Igna- 
tius. directs his Sons not to determine them-. 
ſelves to do what God hath already revea- 
led, and taught in the Goſpell, bur ro Keep 
themſclves indifferent. to do the contrary, if 
revealed ro them. Or els That they, are net to 
determine themſelves ro do only what God hath al- 
ready revealed , and taught in the Goſpel. ( that is 


as ra the things commanded, and prohibited _ 


there 3) but alſo to keep themſelves indifferent 


(as to.the things on either fide lawful to be 
done 
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done) todo that, which God ſhall reveal ts 
them. that is, Thall reveal-tb them; terom- 


mending it to him in Prayer, by the internal 
illuminations and inſpirations of his Holy 


Spitirro be, ad majorem Dez Gloriam, 4nd more 


conformable ro his Will. Of which muck 
harch bin (aid before F. 21. &c. Of theſe two 


ſees the former is roo gross and itnpious in 
conſcierice for S. Ignatius to pteſtribe to his 
whole Orderin a book pretehdingDevotion, 
and fo publick in the face of the whole 


Church ; ler this Glorious Saint be {uppoſed 


as great an Hypoctire or Fan atick as this Au« 
thor Would make him;For whac Fanatick will 
ſay fo much ? In the lartet ſenſe Tſee no harm 
vnless the word ( reveale )diſpleaſe; bur then 
change it into God thatl mfpire them , and 
the Proteſtants common Prayer Book will 
iuſtify the language. 

That 1s for new and ſtrange Revelations too; 
8&c: If Mother luliana's Revelations have 
many things new and ftrange, yet, if therein 
be nothing contrary to Faith or Gud manners, 
nor words raken in amodern- improper ſence 
will amottar to Hereſy, 1 hope this Authot 
will notput her in the Eiſtof his Fanaticks , 
vnless he can make good the ſame of them 
or, that he can prove her old Engliſh to be 
Fanaiiciſm, bur then let Chaucer alſo look 
ro himſelf. 


Reply to page 342. = | 


To. p. 34% As though the perſons were ever the les} 
$. 
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madd &c, | 1 ſuppoſe this Author would 
have ſpoken with mote reveretice of Con- 


feſlors 


. ca. 5 a. a —_ -_uwu. 
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feſſors ( that is , Eccleſiaſticall Superiours ) 
than-to make their Office the keeping of Mad- 
men , had he remembred thar the Church of 
England in her Liturgy recommends Confeſ+ 
fon; bur, this, ſo licle prattiſed, he might the 
ealicrforgetit, Men chained can do no harm ; 
as Fanaticksarein the Roman Church,thanks 
to their Holy Keepers ; and for the perſons 
ynder ſuch cuſtody, their being ſober,or mad, 
( for, either they may be ) it is fit the Church 
ſhould rather iudge of it then this Author ; 
who here pronounceth that Madness , which 
theſe Confeſlors, and the Church rake for 
Perfethon, And (o itis, that All perſons being 
diligently watched by theſe keepers, thole 
judged Fanaticks by.the Church, all , ſooner, 
or later, even all thoſe with much pains col» 
le&ed in this Book by rhis Author, that were 
truly-Such , have bin cruſhed by her hither- 
to; and have no preſent being: I wiſhit were 
{o with the Engliſh Fanaticks. Bur whilſt 
they do impoſe no ſuch keepers over them , 
nor can iultly deny that liberty of iudgmenr 
to others, which they have taken ro them=- 
ſelves, whar hope is there of their (uppreſſion, 
or, what iuſt Laws, I mean Ecclehaiticall, can 
there be made for it ? 

We are not to think that the Principles, &Cc. 


For the ſedirious or rebellious facts of any LXXXY! 


Fanacicks in the Catholick Church diſo- 
beying, or breaking looſe from their keepers, 
if any ſuch can be proued by this Author, 
they are not iuſtified by che Church, or its 
Principles, and fo he loofeth his labour in. 


Q_ thinking 
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thinking to preiudice the. Church by them , 
any more, than by proving ſome Adulterers, 
Homicides , Blaſphemers to have bin in ir, 
And within the memory of man the Church | 
of England was not free from having ſuch | 
facts committed by ſome of her Body and 
Communion ; yer, I ſuppoſe this Author will 
maintain , without her guilr. 

And here I take of my Pen wearied wich 
following a perſon whole ſenſe much fails 
his rage againſt the Catholick Church z and 
who hath much more of Raillery, then Rea» 
{or.:Hoping rtheſe,ſhort Animadverhions may 
conduce ſome what, if not to the vndeceiving 
of himſelf ( for 1 fear his defe&t lyes not there) 
yer of others ,in 2 matter of the greateſt con- 
ſequence, Devotion. 


FINIS. 
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